
 
GFC ACADEMIC PLANNING COMMITTEE 

MOTION AND FINAL DOCUMENT SUMMARY 
 

 
The following Motions and Documents were considered by the GFCAcademic Planning Committee at its 
Wednesday, June 19, 2019 meeting: 
 
 

Agenda Title: Proposed Changes to the calendar language for the Faculty of Graduate Studies 
Professional Development Requirement for:  
-Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research  
- Faculty of Law  
- Faculty of Education: Department of Elementary Education, Educational Studies, and Health Sciences 
Education 
 
CARRIED MOTION: THAT the GFC Academic Planning Committee, with delegated authority from General 
Faculties Council, approve the proposed revisions to the calendar language for the FGSR Professional 
Development in the Graduate Programs calendar entries for the following: 
- Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research 
- Faculty of Law 
- Faculty of Education - Department of Elementary Education - Educational Studies - Health Sciences 
Education 
as set forth in Attachment 1, to take effect upon approval and to be published in the 2020-2021 Calendar. 
  
Final Motion: 5. 
 
Agenda Title: Proposed Changes to Existing Minimum Entrance Requirements , Transfer and Course 
Exemption Regulations for Graduate Programs, Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research 
 
CARRIED MOTION: THAT the GFC Academic Planning Committee receive for information, revisions to 
existing minimum entrance requirements, transfer credit and course exemption regulations for graduate 
programs, as approved by the GFC Academic Standards Committee, with delegated authority from General 
Faculties Council, on May 16, 2019. 
 
Final Motion: 6. 
 
Agenda Title: Proposal for a Dual Master’s Degree Program, University of Alberta (Faculty of Graduate 
Studies and Research and Department of Educational Psychology) and Beijing Normal University 
(BNU), People’s Republic of China 
 
CARRIED MOTION: THAT the GFC Academic Planning Committee, with delegated authority from General 
Faculties Council, approve the proposal for a Dual Master’s Degree Program, University of Alberta (Faculty of 
Graduate Studies and Research and Department of Educational Psychology) and Beijing Normal University 
(BNU), People’s Republic of China, as set forth in Attachment 1, to take effect upon final approval. 
 
Final Motion: 7. 
 
Agenda Title: Proposed Name Change of the Bachelor of Management in Business Economics to the 
Bachelor of Management and associated Substantive Program Changes, Augustana Faculty 
 
CARRIED MOTION: THAT the GFC Academic Planning Committee approve, with delegated authority from 
General Faculties Council, the proposal to rename the ‘Bachelor of Management in Business Economics’ 
degree offered through Augustana Faculty to the ‘Bachelor of Management’ degree, as set forth in Attachments 
1-2 to take effect in Fall 2020. 
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CARRIED MOTION: THAT the GFC Academic Planning Committee approve, with delegated authority from 
General Faculties Council, the proposed program changes to the Bachelor of Management program in the 
Augustana Faculty, as set forth in Attachments 1-2, to take effect in Fall 2020. 
 
Final Motions: 8. 
 
Agenda Title: Proposal for the Establishment of the CISC Centre for Steel Structures Education and 
Research (Steel Centre) 
 
CARRIED MOTION: THAT the GFC Academic Planning Committee, under delegated authority from General 
Faculties Council, approve the establishment of the CISC Centre for Steel Structures Education and Research 
(Steel Centre), as proposed by the Faculty of Engineering, and as contained in attachment 1, to be effective 
upon approval. 
 
Final Motion: 9. 
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FINAL Item No. 5 
Governance Executive Summary 

Action Item 

Agenda Title Proposed changes to the calendar language for the FGSR 
Professional Development requirement for  

• Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research,
• Faculty of Law,
• Faculty of Education: Department of Elementary Education,

Educational Studies, and Health Sciences Education

Motion 
THAT the GFC Academic Planning Committee, with delegated authority from General Faculties Council, 
approve the proposed revisions to the calendar language for the FGSR Professional Development in the 
Graduate Programs calendar entries for the following: 

• Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research
• Faculty of Law
• Faculty of Education

o Department of Elementary Education
o Educational Studies
o Health Sciences Education

as set forth in Attachment 1, to take effect upon approval and to be published in the 2020-2021 Calendar. 

Item 
Action Requested ☒ Approval ☐ Recommendation 
Proposed by Deborah Burshtyn, Interim Vice-Provost and Dean, Faculty of Graduate 

Studies and Research 
Paul Paton, Dean, Faculty of Law 
Jennifer Tupper, Dean, Faculty of Education 

Presenter(s) 

Details 
Responsibility Provost and Vice-President (Academic) 
The Purpose of the Proposal is 
(please be specific) 

The proposal is before the committee because FGSR is clarifying the 
calendar language for the Professional Development Requirement. 

Executive Summary 
(outline the specific item – and 
remember your audience) 

The FGSR Professional Development requirement must be met by all 
graduate students in all programs.  

Some graduate programs provide internal means for students to fulfill 
this requirement. For other programs, the requirement will automatically 
be met through the program.  

FGSR is clarifying the PD requirements section of our calendar by 
removing the calendar language that the PD requirement “does not 
apply” to students in programs offered by the faculties of Education and 
Law, and replacing it with a statement directing students to their 
graduate program entry for program-specific PD requirements. FGSR is 
also removing the word ‘exempt’. 

Standard calendar wording has been approved for programs where 
students fulfill the PD requirement through their program. There are 
parallel calendar changes from the Faculty of Law, Educational Studies, 
Elementary Education and Health Sciences Education to insert the 
standard wording into their graduate program entries, as they will no 
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Item No. 5 
longer be listed under the FGSR calendar entry.  

Note that in Education, the three remaining departments will update their 
calendar language in the Fall. As the calendar compliance project moves 
forward, the standard wording will be installed in applicable programs. 

Supplementary Notes and 
context 

<This section is for use by University Governance only to outline 
governance process.> 

 
Engagement and Routing (Include meeting dates) 
 
Consultation and Stakeholder 
Participation  
(parties who have seen the 
proposal and in what capacity) 
 
<For information on the 
protocol see the Governance 
Resources section Student 
Participation Protocol> 

Those who are actively participating: 
• Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research 
• Faculty of Law 
• Faculty of Education 

Those who have been consulted: 
•  

Those who have been informed: 
•  

Approval Route (Governance) 
(including meeting dates) 

Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research Calendar change: FGSR 
Council June 6, 2019 
Faculty of Law Calendar change: Law Faculty Council March 20 2018 
Elementary Education Calendar change: Graduate Academic Affairs 
Council (GAAC) on April 1, 2019 
Educational Studies and Health Sciences Education Calendar changes: 
Graduate Academic Affairs Council (GAAC) on June 3, 2019 
All: GFC Academic Planning Committee (consent agenda) June 19, 
2019 

 
Strategic Alignment 
Alignment with For the Public 
Good 

Please note the Institutional Strategic Plan objective(s)/strategies the 
proposal supports. 

Alignment with Institutional 
Risk Indicator 

Please note below the specific institutional risk(s) this proposal is 
addressing. 
☐ Enrolment Management 
☐ Faculty and Staff 
☐ Funding and Resource Management 
☐ IT Services, Software and Hardware 
☐ Leadership and Change 

☐ Relationship with Stakeholders 
☒ Reputation 
☐ Research Enterprise 
☐ Safety 
☒ Student Success 

https://www.ualberta.ca/governance/resources/guides-handbooks
https://www.ualberta.ca/governance/resources/guides-handbooks
https://www.ualberta.ca/governance/resources/guides-handbooks


GFC ACADEMIC PLANNING COMMITTEE 
For the Meeting of June 19, 2019 

Item No. 5 
☐ Physical Infrastructure 

Legislative Compliance and 
jurisdiction 

Cite reference to relevant legislation, policy, and governance 
committee(s) [title only is required]. 

 
Attachments (each to be numbered 1 - <>) 

1. Attachment 1: Calendar change for the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research 
2. Attachment 2: Calendar change for the Faculty of Law 
3. Attachment 3: Calendar change for the Department of Elementary Education 
4. Attachment 4: Calendar change for Educational Studies 
5. Attachment 5: Calendar change for Health Sciences Education 
 
Prepared by: Maria Chia, Graduate Calendar project specialist, mchia@ualberta.ca 
 
Document2 
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FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES AND RESEARCH 

2020-2021 University of Alberta Proposed Calendar Graduate Program Changes: 

Current Proposed 

Regulations of the Faculty of Graduate 
Studies and Research 

[…] 

Professional Development Requirement 
The University of Alberta considers professional 
development to be an important component of any 
graduate student's program of studies. Professional 
development is the active acquisition of skills, knowledge, 
and mindset to fully realize one's strengths and potential 
in all environments. It sets up individuals for success in 
achieving their goals while giving them the ability to meet, 
exceed and adapt to personal, career, and societal 
responsibilities within the context of a changing world. 

All graduate students at the University of Alberta are 
required to submit an individualized professional 
development plan to the department for their program of 
studies within 12 months of the program's 
commencement for master's students and within 18 
months of the program's commencement for doctoral 
students. The plan is a career and skills assessment 
document that allows graduate students to consider their 
future careers and goals in an organized way and to map 
their participation in professional development activities 
in conjunction with their academic activities.  

Templates for an Individual Development Plan are 
available from the Faculty of Graduate Studies and 
Research. Graduate students are also required to spend at 
least eight hours on completing the activities proposed in 
their plan by time of program completion for master's 
students and by year three for doctoral students. 
Graduate students should consult directly with their 
department (or Faculty where nondepartmentalized) as 
to specific professional development requirements. 

All graduate students must submit evidence of the 
completion of this requirement to their department. 

The Professional Development Requirement does not 
apply to students in graduate programs offered by the 
Faculty of Education and the Faculty of Law. 

Regulations of the Faculty of Graduate 
Studies and Research 

[…] 

Professional Development Requirement 
The University of Alberta considers professional 
development to be an important component of any 
graduate student's program of studies. Professional 
development is the active acquisition of skills, knowledge, 
and mindset to fully realize one's strengths and potential 
in all environments. It sets up individuals for success in 
achieving their goals while giving them the ability to meet, 
exceed and adapt to personal, career, and societal 
responsibilities within the context of a changing world. 

All graduate students at the University of Alberta are 
required to submit an individualized professional 
development plan to the department for their program of 
studies within 12 months of the program's 
commencement for master's students and within 18 
months of the program's commencement for doctoral 
students. The plan is a career and skills assessment 
document that allows graduate students to consider their 
future careers and goals in an organized way and to map 
their participation in professional development activities 
in conjunction with their academic activities.  

Templates for an Individual Development Plan are 
available from the Faculty of Graduate Studies and 
Research. Graduate students are also required to spend at 
least eight hours on completing the activities proposed in 
their plan by time of program completion for master's 
students and by year three for doctoral students. 
Graduate students should consult directly with their 
department (or Faculty where nondepartmentalized) as 
to specific professional development requirements. 

All graduate students must submit evidence of the 
completion of this requirement to their department. 

Graduate students may be required to meet the 
Professional Development requirement through program-
specified means in certain graduate programs; students 

Attachment 1
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A graduate student in a non-exempt program may seek 
exemption from the Professional Development 
Requirement with the approval of their supervisor (if 
thesis-based), the graduate coordinator, and the Dean of 
the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research. 

For more information go the FGSR website at 
https://www.ualberta.ca/graduate-studies/professional-
development/professional-development-requirement. 

may also fulfill the Professional Development 
requirement through their program. See Graduate 
Programs. 

A graduate student in any program may seek exemption 
from the Professional Development Requirement with the 
approval of their supervisor (if thesis-based), the 
graduate coordinator, and the Dean of the Faculty of 
Graduate Studies and Research. 

For more information go the FGSR website at 
https://www.ualberta.ca/graduate-studies/professional-
development/professional-development-requirement. 

Justification: 
The FGSR Professional Development requirement must be met by all graduate students in all programs. 

Some graduate programs provide internal means for students to fulfill this requirement. For other programs, the 
requirement will automatically be met through the program.  

FGSR is clarifying the PD requirements section of our calendar by removing the calendar language that the PD 
requirement “does not apply” to students in programs offered by the faculties of Education and Law, and replacing it 
with a statement directing students to their graduate program entry for program-specific PD requirements. FGSR is 
also removing the word ‘exempt’. 

Standard calendar wording has been approved for programs where students fulfill the PD requirement through their 
program. There are parallel calendar changes from the Faculty of Law, Educational Studies, Elementary Education and 
Health Sciences Education to insert the standard wording into their graduate program entries, as they will no longer be 
listed under the FGSR calendar entry.  

Note that in Education, the three remaining departments will update their calendar language in the Fall. 

As the calendar compliance project moves forward, the standard wording will be installed in applicable programs. 

Approved by: FGSR Policy Review Committee May 1, 2019 
FGSR Council June 6, 2019 

https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=7168
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=7168
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2020-2021 University of Alberta Proposed Calendar Graduate Program Changes: 

Current Proposed 

Graduate Programs 

Law [Graduate] 

[…] 

Graduate Program Requirements 
The Degree of LLM (Law) [Graduate] 

Program Requirements 

[…] 

Residency 

[…] 

The Degree of PhD (Law) [Graduate] 

[…]

Program Requirements 

[…] 

Residency 

[…] 

Graduate Programs 

Law [Graduate] 

[…] 

Graduate Program Requirements 
The Degree of LLM (Law) [Graduate] 

Program Requirements 

[…] 

Professional Development Requirement 
Students in the thesis-based LLM program must satisfy 
the FGSR Professional Development Requirement. 
Students in the course-based LLM program fulfill the 
FGSR Professional Development Requirement through 
their program. 

Residency 

[…] 

The Degree of PhD (Law) [Graduate] 

[…]

Program Requirements 

[…] 

Professional Development Requirement 
Students in the PhD program must satisfy the FGSR 
Professional Development Requirement. 

Residency 

[…] 

https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#professional-development-requirement
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#professional-development-requirement
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#professional-development-requirement
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Justification:  
Only the students in the course-based LLM programs are exempt from the PD requirement (Faculty of Law Council 
March 20, 2018) 
FGSR is removing the exemption wording for the Faculty of Law from the FGSR Professional Development section of 
the calendar and replacing it with a reference to specific graduate programs for further information. Programs that 
automatically fulfill the PD requirement have approved standard wording to be inserted into their calendar entry. 
 
Approved by: Law Faculty Council March 20 2018 
 
  



5 
 

 
2020-2021 University of Alberta Proposed Calendar Graduate Program Changes:  
 

Current Proposed  

Graduate Programs 
 
Elementary Education [Graduate] 
  
[…] 
 
Graduate Program Requirements 
 
The Degree of MEd (Elementary Education) 
[Graduate]     
 
Program Requirements 
Two routes to the MEd degree are available: a thesis-
based route and a course-based route. Requirements in 
the thesis-based route normally consist of ★21 plus a 
thesis. Requirements for the course-based MEd degree 
normally include graduate coursework equivalent to ★30 
plus a capping experience (noncredit).  
 
 
 
 
 
There is no residence requirement for the thesis-based 
master’s program, but a one-year residency is 
recommended. 
 
[…] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
**New 
Calendar entry is being added as part of the calendar 
compliance project 
 
 
 
 
The Degree of EdD (Elementary Education) 
[Graduate]     
Program Requirements 
The EdD program requirements are individually defined 
and normally range from ★24 to ★48 plus a dissertation. 

Graduate Programs 
 
Elementary Education [Graduate] 
  
[…] 
 
Graduate Program Requirements 
 
The Degree of MEd (Elementary Education) 
[Graduate]     
 
Program Requirements 
Two routes to the MEd degree are available: a thesis-
based route and a course-based route. Requirements in 
the thesis-based route normally consist of ★21 plus a 
thesis. Requirements for the course-based MEd degree 
normally include graduate coursework equivalent to ★30 
plus a capping experience (noncredit).  
 
Professional Development Requirement 
Students in the MEd program fulfill the FGSR Professional 
Development Requirement through their program. 
 
There is no residence requirement for the thesis-based 
master’s program, but a one-year residency is 
recommended. 
 
[…] 
 
The Degree of MEd with a specialization in 
Curriculum and Pedagogy (Elementary 
Education) [Graduate] 
 
[…] 
 
Professional Development Requirement 
Students in the MEd program with a specialization in 
Curriculum and Pedagogy fulfill the FGSR Professional 
Development Requirement through their program. 
 
[…] 
 
The Degree of EdD (Elementary Education) 
[Graduate]     
Program Requirements 
The EdD program requirements are individually defined 
and normally range from ★24 to ★48 plus a dissertation. 

https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#professional-development-requirement
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#professional-development-requirement
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#professional-development-requirement
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#professional-development-requirement
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The residence requirement for the EdD program is met by 
the completion of 12 months of continuous full-time 
study. 
 
[…] 
 
The Degree of PhD (Elementary Education) 
[Graduate]     
Program Requirements 
The PhD program requirements are individually defined 
and normally range from ★24 to ★48 plus a dissertation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[…] 
 

 
Professional Development Requirement 
Students in the EdD program in Elementary Education 
must satisfy the FGSR Professional Development 
Requirement. 
 
The residence requirement for the EdD program is met by 
the completion of 12 months of continuous full-time 
study. 
 
[…] 
 
The Degree of PhD (Elementary Education) 
[Graduate]     
Program Requirements 
The PhD program requirements are individually defined 
and normally range from ★24 to ★48 plus a dissertation. 
 
Professional Development Requirement 
Students in the PhD program in Elementary Education 
must satisfy the FGSR Professional Development 
Requirement. 
 
 […] 
 

Justification: FGSR is removing the exemption wording for the Faculty of Education from the FGSR 
Professional Development section of the calendar and replacing it with a reference to specific graduate 
programs for further information. Programs that automatically fulfill the PD requirement have approved 
standard wording to be inserted into their calendar entry. 
Approved by:  Faculty of Education Graduate Academic Affairs Council (GAAC) on April 1, 2019. 
 
 
 
  

https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#professional-development-requirement
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#professional-development-requirement
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#professional-development-requirement
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#professional-development-requirement
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2020-2021 University of Alberta Proposed Calendar Graduate Program Changes:  
 

Current Proposed  

Graduate Programs 
Educational Studies [Graduate] 
 
[…] 
 
Graduate Program Requirements 
The Degree of MEd (Educational Studies) 
[Graduate]     
 
Program Requirements 
 
[…] 
 
Elective Courses 
Information on elective courses is available at 
https://www.ualberta.ca/educational-
studies/mesprogram/elective-courses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Length of Program 
 
[…] 
 
 

Graduate Programs 
Educational Studies [Graduate] 
 
[…] 
 
Graduate Program Requirements 
The Degree of MEd (Educational Studies) 
[Graduate]     
 
Program Requirements 
 
[…] 
 
Elective Courses 
Information on elective courses is available at 
https://www.ualberta.ca/educational-
studies/mesprogram/elective-courses. 
 
Professional Development Requirement 
Students in the MEd in Educational Studies fulfill 
the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research Professional 
Development Requirement through their program. 
 
 
Length of Program 
 
[…] 
 
 

Justification: FGSR is removing the exemption wording for the Faculty of Education from the FGSR 
Professional Development section of the calendar and replacing it with a reference to specific graduate 
programs for further information. Programs that automatically fulfill the PD requirement have approved 
standard wording to be inserted into their calendar entry. 
 
Approved by: June 3, 2019 by the Faculty of Education Graduate Academic Affairs Council (GAAC) 
 
 
 
  

https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#professional-development-requirement
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#professional-development-requirement
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2020-2021 University of Alberta Proposed Calendar Graduate Program Changes:  
 

Current Proposed  

Graduate Programs 
Health Sciences Education [Graduate] 
 
[…] 
 
Graduate Program Requirements 
The Degree of MEd (Health Sciences 
Education) [Graduate]     
 
[…] 
 
 
Program Requirements 
 
[…] 
 
Thesis-Based Program 
Registration in 900-level THES. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Length of Program 
 
[…] 
 

Graduate Programs 
Health Sciences Education [Graduate] 
 
[…] 
 
Graduate Program Requirements 
The Degree of MEd (Health Sciences 
Education) [Graduate]     
 
[…] 
 
 
Program Requirements 
 
[…] 
 
Thesis-Based Program 
Registration in 900-level THES. 
  
Professional Development Requirement 
Students in the course-based and thesis-based MEd in 
Health Sciences Education fulfill the Faculty of Graduate 
Studies and Research Professional Development 
Requirement through their program. 
 
 
Length of Program 
 
[…] 
 
 

Justification: FGSR is removing the exemption wording for the Faculty of Education from the FGSR 
Professional Development section of the calendar and replacing it with a reference to specific graduate 
programs for further information. Programs that automatically fulfill the PD requirement have approved 
standard wording to be inserted into their calendar entry. 
 
Approved by: June 3, 2019 by the Faculty of Education Graduate Academic Affairs Council (GAAC) 
 
 
 
 

https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#professional-development-requirement
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#professional-development-requirement
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#professional-development-requirement


GFC ACADEMIC PLANNING COMMITTEE 
For the Meeting of June 19, 2019 

FINAL Item No. 6 
Governance Executive Summary 

Action Item 

Agenda Title Changes to Existing Minimum Entrance Requirements, Transfer 
Credit and Course Exemption Regulations for Graduate Programs, 
Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research 

Motion 
THAT the GFC Academic Planning Committee receive for information, revisions to existing minimum 
entrance requirements, transfer credit and course exemption regulations for graduate programs, as 
approved by the GFC Academic Standards Committee, with delegated authority from General Faculties 
Council, on May 16, 2019. 

Item 
Action Requested ☒ Receive for Information 
Proposed by Tammy Hopper, Chair, GFC Academic Standards Committee 
Presenter(s) 

Details 
Responsibility Provost and Vice-President (Academic) 
The Purpose of the Proposal is 
(please be specific) 

To revise existing Application and Admission requirements, and Transfer 
Credit and Course Exemption regulations for graduate programs. 

Executive Summary 
(outline the specific item – and 
remember your audience) 

In 2017/18, the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research embarked on 
a project to ensure that the regulations and requirements of all graduate 
programs were appropriately reflected in the University Calendar.  

Portions of the Application and Admission requirement policies currently 
reside in the Graduate Program Manual. They are being moved to the 
Calendar. Any rewording of the policy is for clarification. Existing 
sections from the Regulations of the Faculty of Graduate Studies and 
Research calendar are being reformatted for clarity. 

All proposed revisions reflect current practice as approved by FGSR 
Council. 

The revised minimum ELP requirements, highlighted in green, are 
included for information only and are part of a separate approval 
process. 

Portions of the Transfer Credit regulations currently reside in the 
Graduate Program Manual and are being moved to the calendar. Any 
rewording of the policy is for clarification. Existing sections from the 
Regulations of the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research calendar 
are being reformatted for clarity. 

All proposed revisions reflect current practice as approved by FGSR 
Council. 

Supplementary Notes and 
context 

The attached changes were approved by GFC Academic Standards 
Committee, with delegated authority from General Faculties Council, on 
May 16, 2019, and come forward to APC for information. 

The changes to the English Language Proficiency Requirements, 
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highlighted in green, were considered by APC on May 8, 2019, and 
recommended for GFC approval. GFC will consider this proposal on 
September 23, 2019. 

 
Engagement and Routing (Include meeting dates) 
 
Consultation and Stakeholder 
Participation  
(parties who have seen the 
proposal and in what capacity) 
 
<For information on the 
protocol see the Governance 
Resources section Student 
Participation Protocol> 

Those who are actively participating: 
• Policy Review Committee (sub-committee of FGSR Council), 

which includes GSA representation and the Graduate 
Ombudsman 

 

Those who have been consulted: 
•  

Those who have been informed: 
•  

Approval Route (Governance) 
(including meeting dates) 

FGSR Council April 24, 2019 
GFC ASC Subcommittee on Standards May 2, 2019 
GFC Academic Standards Committee May 16, 2019 
GFC Academic Planning Committee June 19, 2019 

 
Strategic Alignment 
Alignment with For the Public 
Good 

OBJECTIVE 21: 
Encourage continuous improvement in administrative, governance, 
planning and stewardship systems, procedures, and policies that enable 
students, faculty, staff, and the institution as a whole to achieve shared 
strategic goals. 

Alignment with Institutional 
Risk Indicator 

Please note below the specific institutional risk(s) this proposal is 
addressing. 
☐ Enrolment Management 
☐ Faculty and Staff 
☐ Funding and Resource Management 
☐ IT Services, Software and Hardware 
☐ Leadership and Change 
☐ Physical Infrastructure 

☐ Relationship with Stakeholders 
☒ Reputation 
☐ Research Enterprise 
☐ Safety 
☒ Student Success 

Legislative Compliance and 
jurisdiction 

Post-Secondary Learning Act (PSLA) 
UAPPOL Admissions Policy 
UAPPOL Academic Standing Policy 
GFC Academic Standards Committee (ASC) Terms of Reference 
GFC Academic Planning Committee (APC) Terms of Reference 

 
Attachments (each to be numbered 1 - <>) 

1. Attachment 1  Application and Admission Requirements 
2. Attachment 2  Transfer Regulations  

 

https://www.ualberta.ca/governance/resources/guides-handbooks
https://www.ualberta.ca/governance/resources/guides-handbooks
https://www.ualberta.ca/governance/resources/guides-handbooks
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FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES AND RESEARCH 

2020-2021 University of Alberta Proposed Calendar Graduate Program Changes: 

Current Proposed 

Regulations of the Faculty of 
Graduate Studies and Research 
The general Faculty regulations outlined below apply to 
all graduate students. Faculty regulations specific to 
particular degree programs are found under the 
appropriate program heading in Graduate Programs. 

Application for Admission 
[moved below to Graduate Admission] 
All documents submitted to the Faculty of Graduate 
Studies and Research in support of an application for 
admission become the property of the Faculty of Graduate 
Studies and Research and will not subsequently be 
released or copied except to other University of Alberta 
offices, at the request of the student. 

Reference letters are collected under the Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act and the Post-
Secondary Learning Act. They are required by the 
University to evaluate applicants for admission to a 
graduate program and for scholarship and other funding 
purposes. Reference letters are considered to be supplied 
in confidence and will be used only by individuals and 
committees who evaluate applicants. 

Application deadlines are set by many departments and 
non-departmentalized Faculties, and should be consulted 

Regulations of the Faculty of 
Graduate Studies and Research 
The general Faculty regulations outlined below apply to 
all graduate students. Faculty regulations specific to 
particular degree programs are found under the 
appropriate program heading in Graduate Programs. 

Application for Admission 

Graduate applications are submitted to the departments 
offering the program via the online portal. 

Application deadlines specific to particular degree 
programs are found under the appropriate program 
heading in Graduate Programs.  

Applicants are required to upload documents from all 
accredited postsecondary institutions that they have 
attended. See Application Requirements for Academic 
Documents on the FGSR website for further information 
on the criteria for uploaded documents to be accepted. 

Transcripts uploaded on the online application portal are 
considered to be unofficial documents. 

Reference letters are collected under the Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act and the Post-
Secondary Learning Act. They are required by the 
University to evaluate applicants for admission to a 
graduate program and for scholarship and other funding 
purposes. Reference letters are considered to be supplied 
in confidence and will be used only by individuals and 
committees who evaluate applicants. 

Attachment 1

https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/preview_entity.php?catoid=29&ent_oid=3800
https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/preview_entity.php?catoid=29&ent_oid=3800
https://www.ualberta.ca/graduate-studies/prospective-students/apply-for-admission
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=7168
https://www.ualberta.ca/graduate-studies/prospective-students/academic-documents-requirements
https://www.ualberta.ca/graduate-studies/prospective-students/academic-documents-requirements
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by the applicants. 
 
[moved below to Graduate Admission] 
In accordance with the University's Admissions Policy, all 
admission decisions are final and there is no formal 
appeal to any body or person within the Faculty or the 
University. 
 
Admission 
Individuals seeking admission should review the 
University of Alberta Code of Applicant Behaviour.  
 
Amendments to the Code of Applicant Behaviour occur 
throughout the year. The official version of the Code of 
Applicant Behaviour, as amended from time to time is 
housed on the University Governance website 
at www.governance.ualberta.ca. 
 
 
 
The minimum requirements for admission to the Faculty 
of Graduate Studies and Research are outlined below. 
Some departments and non-departmentalized Faculties 
impose additional admission requirements.  
 
 
Even though an applicant may appear to satisfy the 
minimum admission requirements, acceptance into a 
graduate program is not guaranteed. 
 
Academic Requirements 
In making its admission decisions, the University of 
Alberta strives to optimize the students' opportunity to 
succeed academically, while maintaining a high standard 
in its graduate programs. 
 
 
 
Applicants for admission must have obtained a University 
of Alberta baccalaureate degree or its academic 
equivalent from this or another recognized academic 
institution. 
 
Qualified applicants with a three-year undergraduate 
degree from a Bologna-compliant or another recognized 
research-intensive university will be considered for 
admission in the normal way. 
 
Applicants will not be admissible to a doctoral degree 
program at the University of Alberta if they have 
previously obtained a similar or identical degree. 
 
Please see Evaluation Procedures and Grading System of 
the University Calendar for the University of Alberta 
grading system. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Individuals applying to graduate programs are subject to 
the University of Alberta Code of Applicant Behaviour.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Graduate Program Entrance Requirements  
The minimum requirements for admission to the Faculty 
of Graduate Studies and Research are outlined below. 
Departments and non-departmentalized Faculties may 
impose additional admission requirements. See Graduate 
Programs. 
 
Admissions to graduate programs are made on a 
competitive basis. Even though an applicant may satisfy 
the minimum admission requirements, acceptance into a 
graduate program is not guaranteed. 
 
In making its admission decisions, the University of 
Alberta strives to optimize the students' opportunity to 
succeed academically, while maintaining a high standard 
in its graduate programs. 
 
 
Academic Requirements 
Applicants for admission must have obtained a University 
of Alberta baccalaureate degree or an equivalent 
qualification from another recognized academic 
institution. 
 
Qualified applicants with a three-year undergraduate 
degree from a Bologna-compliant or another recognized 
research-intensive university will be considered for 
admission in the standard way. 
 
Applicants will not be admissible to a doctoral degree 
program at the University of Alberta if they have 
previously obtained a similar or identical degree. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/
https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7238#Evaluation_Procedures_and_Grading_System
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7241
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7442
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7442
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The minimum Admission Grade Point Average (AGPA) 
required for admission to a graduate program at the 
University of Alberta is 3.0, equivalently, a letter grade B. 
Many graduate programs have higher minimum AGPA 
requirements, see Graduate Programs of the University 
Calendar. 
 
For detailed information on the calculation of the AGPA, 
please consult the Graduate Program Manual, §5.11. 
Please consult §5 of the Graduate Program Manual for 
information and regulations concerning international 
grading systems and their evaluation. 
 
[moved below to Graduate Admission] 
The decision to admit an applicant to a graduate program 
is made by that program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Moved above to after Academic Requirements] 
English Language Requirement 
Since English is the primary language of instruction and 
communication at the University of Alberta (except for 
Faculté Saint-Jean), proficiency in English is a prerequisite 
for graduate admission. 
 
All applicants must demonstrate English language 
proficiency prior to admission either by: 

• Possession of a degree or its academic equivalent 
from an academic institution recognized by the 
University of Alberta, in which the language of 
instruction is English. 
or 

• A satisfactory score on an approved English 
language examination as described below. 

 
 
Notwithstanding the above, graduate programs reserve 
the right to require a further demonstration of English 
language proficiency. 
 
The Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research recognizes 
five English language examinations: 

• the Test of English as a Foreign Language 
(TOEFL) 

• the Michigan English Language Assessment 
Battery (MELAB) 

• the International English Language Testing 
System (Academic IELTS) 

• the Canadian Academic English Language (CAEL) 

 
The minimum Admission Grade Point Average (AGPA) 
required for admission to a graduate program is 3.0, 
equivalently, a letter grade B, on the 4-point scale from 
the University of Alberta, or an equivalent standing. Many 
graduate programs have higher minimum AGPA 
requirements. See Graduate Programs. 
 
 
The admission GPA will be calculated on the last 60 of 
graded coursework completed at the time of application, 
or on the equivalent of the last two years of full-time 
graded coursework. 
 
 
In exceptional cases, applicants who do not meet the 
minimum admission requirements but who have 
demonstrated significant life experience may be 
considered for admission. Admission on the basis of life 
experience requires the recommendation of the 
department offering the program and is subject to 
approval by the Dean, FGSR. 
 
 
 
[Moved up from below Aboriginal Applicants] 
English Language Requirement 
Since English is the primary language of instruction and 
communication at the University of Alberta (except for 
Faculté Saint-Jean), proficiency in English is a prerequisite 
for graduate admission. 
 
All applicants must demonstrate English language 
proficiency prior to admission either by: 

• Possession of a degree or its academic equivalent 
from an academic institution recognized by the 
University of Alberta, in which the language of 
instruction is English. 
or 

• A satisfactory score on an approved English 
language examination as described below. 

 
 
Notwithstanding the above, graduate programs reserve 
the right to require a further demonstration of English 
language proficiency. 
 
The Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research recognizes 
five English language examinations: 

• the Test of English as a Foreign Language 
(TOEFL) 

• the Michigan English Language Assessment 
Battery (MELAB) 

• the International English Language Testing 
System (Academic IELTS) 

https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/preview_entity.php?catoid=29&ent_oid=3800
https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/preview_entity.php?catoid=29&ent_oid=3800
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Assessment 
• the Pearson Test of English Academic (PTE 

Academic). 
 
The minimum acceptable scores are: 

• TOEFL: total score of 88 with a score of at least 
20 on each of the individual skill areas (internet-
based) or equivalent 

• MELAB: 85 
• Academic IELTS: 6.5, with at least 5.5 on each test 

band. 
• CAEL: overall 60 with at least 60 on each subtest. 
• PTE Academic: 59. 

 
The University will receive PTE Academic results 
electronically directly from Pearson at the request of the 
applicant. Applicants with results from other 
examinations should arrange for their English language 
test results to be sent directly to the graduate program. 
 
Individual graduate programs may require higher scores. 
Consult the appropriate departmental information 
in Graduate Programs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• the Canadian Academic English Language (CAEL) 
Assessment 

• the Pearson Test of English Academic (PTE 
Academic). 

 
The FGSR minimum acceptable scores are: 

• TOEFL: total score of 90 with a score of at least 
21 on each of the individual skill areas (internet-
based) or equivalent; 

• MELAB: 85 with a minimum band score of 80 and 
a minimum score of 3 on the speaking 
component; 

• Academic IELTS: 6.5, with at least 5.5 on each test 
band. 

• CAEL: overall 70 with at least 60 on each subtest. 
• PTE Academic: 61 with a minimum band score of 

60. Applicants who take the Pearson test must 
request that this University be given access to 
their score. 

 
Individual graduate programs may require higher scores. 
Consult the appropriate departmental information 
in Graduate Programs.  
 
EAP 550 
The English Language School in the Faculty of Extension 
offers EAP 550 (Academic English for Graduate 
Admission) which may provide an alternate method of 
satisfying the FGSR minimum acceptable score.  
 
Applicants interested in this course must contact their 
prospective graduate program to verify language 
proficiency requirements.  
 
If applicable, departments may consider the following 
options in utilizing EAP 550 to satisfy the English 
language requirement for an application for admission: 

• the applicant successfully complete EAP 550 with 
a result of CR before applying to a graduate 
program, OR 

• the applicant be conditionally admitted to a 
graduate program subject to the successful 
completion of EAP 550 prior to the start date of 
the graduate program. 

 
In no case will the applicant be registered in the FGSR 
until the EAP 550 course has been successfully completed. 
 
 
Graduate Admission 
 
[moved from Academic Requirements] 
The decision to admit an applicant to a graduate program 
is made by that program. 
 

https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/preview_entity.php?catoid=29&ent_oid=3800
https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/preview_entity.php?catoid=29&ent_oid=3800
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7405&hl=%22eap+550%22&returnto=search
https://www.ualberta.ca/admissions-programs/english-language-school/academic-english-graduate-admission
https://www.ualberta.ca/admissions-programs/english-language-school/academic-english-graduate-admission
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Admission with Conditions 
In certain circumstances, the Faculty of Graduate Studies 
and Research or the academic unit may impose conditions 
on an applicant's admission. Such circumstances include 
academic qualifications that are difficult to assess or 
below the minimum standards required by the program. 
 
The conditions will be clearly stated in the admission 
letter followed by the statement that if the student fails to 
satisfy the stated conditions by the required deadlines, 
the student may not be allowed to continue in the 
program. 
 
Examples of admission conditions include: 

• The requirement for the receipt of various 
documents. 

• The successful completion of a specific English 
Language Proficiency test. 

• The requirement to take a specific set of courses, 
and achieve certain grades, or grade point 
averages, within a specified time. 

 
An applicant who has met some or all of their admission 

Official Admission Letters are issued by the Faculty of 
Graduate Studies and Research. Offers of admission are 
only valid for the term and program specified on the 
admission letter. 
 
Once admitted, students are required to provide official 
transcripts from all accredited postsecondary institutions 
that they have attended. See Admission with Conditions. 
 
In order to be eligible for scholarships, students must 
provide official transcripts from all accredited 
postsecondary institutions that they have attended. 
 
Official documents must be sent directly from the post-
secondary institution to the Faculty of Graduate Studies 
and Research.  
 
[moved from Application for Admission] 
All documents submitted to the Faculty of Graduate 
Studies and Research in support of an application for 
admission become the property of the Faculty of Graduate 
Studies and Research and will not subsequently be 
released or copied except to other University of Alberta 
offices, at the request of the student. 
 
[moved down from Application for Admission] 
In accordance with the University's Admissions Policy, all 
admission decisions are final and there is no formal 
appeal to any body or person within the Faculty or the 
University. 
 
 
Admission with Conditions 
In certain circumstances, the Faculty of Graduate Studies 
and Research or the academic unit may impose conditions 
on an applicant's admission. Such circumstances include 
academic qualifications that are difficult to assess or 
below the minimum standards required by the program. 
 
The conditions will be clearly stated in the admission 
letter followed by the statement that if the student fails to 
satisfy the stated conditions by the required deadlines, 
the student may not be allowed to continue in the 
program. 
 
Examples of admission conditions include: 

• receipt of official documents from all accredited 
postsecondary institutions  

• successful completion of a specific English 
Language Proficiency test 

• the requirement to take a specific set of courses, 
and achieve certain grades, or grade point 
averages, within a specified time. 

 
An applicant who has met some or all of their admission 

https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#admission-with-conditions
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conditions prior to arrival at the University of Alberta 
may request confirmation of the fact from the FGSR. 
 
In the absence of exceptional circumstances, students 
admitted with conditions will not be permitted to register 
in project courses.  
 
 
In no circumstances will students admitted with 
conditions be permitted to register in directed reading 
courses. 
 
If a student meets all of the conditions of admission, they 
may continue in the program; if not, the department will 
recommend, in writing, one of the following to the Dean, 
FGSR: 

1. That the deadline for meeting the unfulfilled 
condition(s) be extended, with no new conditions 
being imposed. 

2. That the student be granted another term with 
conditions. This recommendation must include 
(a) an indication of how the Failure in or Failure 
to Complete a Course in the first term of 
registration will be managed (see Failure in or 
Failure to Complete a Course or Research 
Work of the University Calendar) and (b) 
specification of a minimum number of graduate-
level courses which are to be taken by the 
student and the minimum academic performance 
required. 

3. That the student not be permitted further 
registrations in the program. This written 
recommendation to the Faculty of Graduate 
Studies and Research must include a rationale for 
this decision. 

 
Any student who does not meet the conditions of a second 
term of registration will not be permitted to continue in 
the program. 
 
Aboriginal Applicants 
The University of Alberta is committed to the recruitment, 
retention and graduation of Aboriginal students. The 
University also recognizes that Aboriginal applicants have 
traditionally been under represented in higher education 
and strives towards having the University's Aboriginal 
student population attain a level that is at least 
proportionate to the Aboriginal population of the 
province. 
 
For the definition of an Aboriginal applicant, please 
see Definition of Aboriginal People for the Purpose of 
Admission of the University Calendar. 
 
In accordance with the Faculty of Graduate Studies and 

conditions prior to arrival at the University of Alberta 
may request confirmation of the fact from the FGSR. 
 
In the absence of exceptional circumstances, students 
admitted with conditions will not be permitted to register 
in 900-level project courses until the conditions have 
been cleared.  
 
In no circumstances will students admitted with 
conditions be permitted to register in directed reading 
courses until the conditions have been cleared. 
 
If a student meets all of the conditions of admission, they 
may continue in the program; if not, the department will 
recommend, in writing, one of the following to the Dean, 
FGSR: 

• That the deadline for meeting the unfulfilled 
condition(s) be extended, with no new conditions 
being imposed. 

• That the student be granted another term with 
conditions. This recommendation must include 
(a) an indication of how the Failure in or Failure 
to Complete a Course in the first term of 
registration will be managed (see Failure in or 
Failure to Complete a Course or Research 
Work of the University Calendar) and (b) 
specification of a minimum number of graduate-
level courses which are to be taken by the 
student and the minimum academic performance 
required. 

• That the student not be permitted further 
registrations in the program. This written 
recommendation to the Faculty of Graduate 
Studies and Research must include a rationale for 
this decision. 

 
Any student who does not meet the conditions of a second 
term of registration will not be permitted to continue in 
the program. 
 
Aboriginal Applicants 
The University of Alberta is committed to the recruitment, 
retention and graduation of Aboriginal students. The 
University also recognizes that Aboriginal applicants have 
traditionally been under represented in higher education 
and strives towards having the University's Aboriginal 
student population attain a level that is at least 
proportionate to the Aboriginal population of the 
province. 
 
For the definition of an Aboriginal applicant, please 
see Definition of Aboriginal People for the Purpose of 
Admission of the University Calendar. 
 
In accordance with the Faculty of Graduate Studies and 

https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#failure-in-or-failure-to-complete-a-course-or-research-work
https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#failure-in-or-failure-to-complete-a-course-or-research-work
https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#failure-in-or-failure-to-complete-a-course-or-research-work
https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7249#definition_of_aboriginal_people_for_the_purpose_of_admission
https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7249#definition_of_aboriginal_people_for_the_purpose_of_admission
https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#failure-in-or-failure-to-complete-a-course-or-research-work
https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#failure-in-or-failure-to-complete-a-course-or-research-work
https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#failure-in-or-failure-to-complete-a-course-or-research-work
https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7249#definition_of_aboriginal_people_for_the_purpose_of_admission
https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7249#definition_of_aboriginal_people_for_the_purpose_of_admission
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Research admission policy, Aboriginal applicants may be 
considered for admission on the basis of their life 
experience. The Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research 
advocates the admission of Aboriginal applicants by 
individual departments. 
 
[Moved above to after Academic Requirements] 
English Language Requirement 
Since English is the primary language of instruction and 
communication at the University of Alberta (except for 
Faculté Saint-Jean), proficiency in English is a prerequisite 
for graduate admission. 
All applicants must demonstrate English language 
proficiency prior to admission either by: 

1. Possession of a degree or its academic equivalent 
from an academic institution recognized by the 
University of Alberta, in which the language of 
instruction is English. 
or 

2. A satisfactory score on an approved English 
language examination as described below. 

Notwithstanding the above, graduate programs reserve 
the right to require a further demonstration of English 
language proficiency. 
The Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research recognizes 
five English language examinations: 

• the Test of English as a Foreign Language 
(TOEFL) 

• the Michigan English Language Assessment 
Battery (MELAB) 

• the International English Language Testing 
System (Academic IELTS) 

• the Canadian Academic English Language (CAEL) 
Assessment 

• the Pearson Test of English Academic (PTE 
Academic). 

 
The minimum acceptable scores are: 

• TOEFL score is 550 (paper-based), or a total 
score of 88 with a score of at least 20 on each of 
the individual skill areas (internet-based) 

• MELAB: 85 
• Academic IELTS: 6.5, with at least 5.5 on each test 

band. 
• CAEL: overall 60 with at least 60 on each subtest. 
• PTE Academic: 59. 

The University will receive PTE Academic results 
electronically directly from Pearson at the request of the 
applicant. Applicants with results from other 
examinations should arrange for their English language 
test results to be sent directly to the graduate program. 
Individual graduate programs may require higher scores. 
Consult the appropriate departmental information 
in Graduate Programs. 
 

Research admission policy, Aboriginal applicants may be 
considered for admission on the basis of their life 
experience. The Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research 
advocates the admission of Aboriginal applicants by 
individual departments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/preview_entity.php?catoid=29&ent_oid=3800
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University of Alberta Staff as Graduate 
Students 
University of Alberta staff may be considered for 
admission to graduate programs provided the academic 
unit has reviewed the case and established that conflict of 
interest between the candidate's role as staff member and 
as graduate student will be absent or minimal. 

 
[moved up from below registration requirements] 
Classification of Graduate Students 
The classification of students is generally determined 
upon admission to a program on the basis of the student's 
previous academic background. Graduate students at the 
University of Alberta are classified as one of the following: 

1. Qualifying graduate students are those whose 
academic background entitles them to serious 
consideration for admission to graduate studies 
but who are considered to be inadequately 
prepared to enter a graduate program in the 
subject area they have chosen. Generally, 
students who hold a three-year bachelor's degree 
from the University of Alberta (or an equivalent 
qualification from some other recognized 
institution) and students who have graduated 
from a four-year degree program, but who are 
entering a new field, may be admitted as 
qualifying graduate students. 
Qualifying graduate students are registered in the 
Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research and as 
such are subject to the regulations of the Faculty 
of Graduate Studies and Research; however, 
qualifying students are not considered to be 
candidates for a degree. 
Students who are not eligible for admission to the 
Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research as 
qualifying students should consult the 
appropriate undergraduate Faculty regarding 
admission to that Faculty to clear course 
deficiencies. They may apply for admission to the 
Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research at a 
later date. 
Normally, a qualifying period will not exceed five 
full course equivalents (★30). Courses taken 
during a qualifying period will be specified by the 
department concerned. Completion of the work 
in a qualifying period does not automatically 
entitle the student to proceed toward a degree 
program. However, upon satisfactory completion 
of a qualifying period the department may 
recommend to the Faculty of Graduate Studies 
and Research that the student be reclassified as a 
master's or doctoral degree student. Students 
should note that neither the courses taken nor 
the fees paid during a qualifying period will be 

University of Alberta Staff as Graduate 
Students 
University of Alberta staff may be considered for 
admission to graduate programs provided the academic 
unit has reviewed the case and established that conflict of 
interest between the candidate's role as staff member and 
as graduate student will be absent or minimal. 
 
 
[moved up from below registration requirements] 
Classification of Graduate Students 
The classification of students is generally determined 
upon admission to a program on the basis of the student's 
previous academic background. Graduate students at the 
University of Alberta are classified as one of the following: 

1. Qualifying graduate students are those whose 
academic background entitles them to serious 
consideration for admission to graduate studies 
but who are considered to be inadequately 
prepared to enter a graduate program in the 
subject area they have chosen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Qualifying graduate students are registered in the 
Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research and as 
such are subject to the regulations of the Faculty 
of Graduate Studies and Research; however, 
qualifying students are not considered to be 
candidates for a degree. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Normally, a qualifying period will not exceed five 
full course equivalents (★30). Courses taken 
during a qualifying period will be specified by the 
department concerned. Completion of the work 
in a qualifying period does not automatically 
entitle the student to proceed toward a degree 
program. However, upon satisfactory completion 
of a qualifying period the department may 
recommend to the Faculty of Graduate Studies 
and Research that the student be reclassified as a 
master's or doctoral degree student. Students 
should note that neither the courses taken nor 
the fees paid during a qualifying period will be 
credited toward a subsequent degree program. 
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credited toward a subsequent degree program. 
 

2. Degree students are those who are registered in 
an approved program leading to a master's or 
doctoral degree granted by the University of 
Alberta. 

3. Graduate diploma students and graduate 
certificate students are those who are registered 
in an approved program leading to a graduate 
diploma or certificate granted by the University 
of Alberta. Such students must meet the general 
admission requirements of the Faculty of 
Graduate Studies and Research (Admission), 
unless different admission criteria are approved 
by FGSR Council. These can normally be 
completed in one academic year of full-time 
study. The graduate diploma is designed for 
persons who have had previous work experience. 

4. Special graduate students are those who take 
graduate level courses for credit without 
proceeding toward an advanced degree at the 
University of Alberta. Such students must meet 
the general admission requirements of the 
Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research. 
Special graduate students are not candidates for a 
degree at this University and will not receive any 
residence or fee credit toward a subsequent 
degree program for the work completed as a 
special graduate student.  
In addition, the number of courses allowable for 
transfer credit is limited (see Transfer Credit, 
Course Exemption/Substitution, and Credit by 
Special Assessment). 
Admission as a special graduate student does not 
imply eligibility for admission to a degree 
program in any department. 
Individuals who wish to study under this 
classification must apply and be admitted each 
year in which they take courses. 
Special graduate students require a written 
recommendation from the department concerned 
to register in a course. They are not permitted to 
take courses for audit. 
Only graduate level courses may be taken by 
special graduate students. Individuals wishing to 
take courses at undergraduate levels should 
contact the appropriate Faculty regarding 
registration as a special student in that Faculty. 

5. Visiting graduate students are those who are 
registered in a graduate degree program at 
another university or college, who have obtained 
written permission in advance from the home 
and host institutions to take one or more courses 
for transfer of credit toward that graduate degree 
program. Visiting students are not permitted to 

See Criteria for Transfer Credit. 
2. Degree students are those who are registered in 

an approved program leading to a master's or 
doctoral degree granted by the University of 
Alberta. 

3. Graduate diploma students and graduate 
certificate students are those who are 
registered in an approved program leading to a 
graduate diploma or certificate granted by the 
University of Alberta. Such students must meet 
the general admission requirements of the 
Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research. These 
can normally be completed in one academic year 
of full-time study.  

 
 
 

4. Special graduate students are those who take 
graduate level courses for credit without 
proceeding toward an advanced degree at the 
University of Alberta. Such students must meet 
the general admission requirements of the 
Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research. 
Special graduate students are not candidates for a 
degree at this University and will not receive any 
residence or fee credit toward a subsequent 
degree program for the work completed as a 
special graduate student.  
In addition, the numbers of courses allowable for 
transfer credit is limited (see Transfer Credit, 
Course Exemption/Substitution, and Credit by 
Special Assessment). 
Admission as a special graduate student does not 
imply eligibility for admission to a degree 
program in any department. 
Individuals who wish to study under this 
classification must apply and be admitted each 
year in which they take courses. 
Special graduate students require a written 
recommendation from the department concerned 
to register in a course. They are not permitted to 
take courses for audit. 
Only graduate level courses may be taken by 
special graduate students.  
 
 
 

5. Visiting graduate students are those who are 
registered in a graduate degree program at 
another university or college, who have obtained 
written permission in advance from the home 
and host institutions to take one or more courses, 
including RSCH 900 – Graduate Research. 

 
 

https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#admission
https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#transfer-credit-course-exemption-substitution-and-credit-by-special-assessment
https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#transfer-credit-course-exemption-substitution-and-credit-by-special-assessment
https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#transfer-credit-course-exemption-substitution-and-credit-by-special-assessment
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#transfer-credit-course-exemption-substitution-and-credit-by-special-assessment
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#admission
https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#transfer-credit-course-exemption-substitution-and-credit-by-special-assessment
https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#transfer-credit-course-exemption-substitution-and-credit-by-special-assessment
https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#transfer-credit-course-exemption-substitution-and-credit-by-special-assessment


10 
 

register in thesis or departmental project 
courses. 

6. Postgraduate medical education (PGME) students 
have the option of paying fees to the Graduate 
Students' Association (see Fall 2017/Winter 
2018 Graduate Instructional and Non-
Instructional Fees). 

 
Registration 
 
[…] 
 
[moved up to just after University of Alberta Staff as 
Graduate Students] 
Classification of Graduate Students 
The classification of students is generally determined 
upon admission to a program on the basis of the student's 
previous academic background. Graduate students at the 
University of Alberta are classified as one of the following: 

7. Qualifying graduate students are those whose 
academic background entitles them to serious 
consideration for admission to graduate studies 
but who are considered to be inadequately 
prepared to enter a graduate program in the 
subject area they have chosen. Generally, 
students who hold a three-year bachelor's degree 
from the University of Alberta (or an equivalent 
qualification from some other recognized 
institution) and students who have graduated 
from a four-year degree program, but who are 
entering a new field, may be admitted as 
qualifying graduate students. 
Qualifying graduate students are registered in the 
Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research and as 
such are subject to the regulations of the Faculty 
of Graduate Studies and Research; however, 
qualifying students are not considered to be 
candidates for a degree. 
Students who are not eligible for admission to the 
Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research as 
qualifying students should consult the 
appropriate undergraduate Faculty regarding 
admission to that Faculty to clear course 
deficiencies. They may apply for admission to the 
Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research at a 
later date. 
Normally, a qualifying period will not exceed five 
full course equivalents (★30). Courses taken 
during a qualifying period will be specified by the 
department concerned. Completion of the work 
in a qualifying period does not automatically 
entitle the student to proceed toward a degree 
program. However, upon satisfactory completion 
of a qualifying period the department may 
recommend to the Faculty of Graduate Studies 

6. Postgraduate medical education (PGME) 
students have the option of paying fees to the 
Graduate Students' Association (see Graduate 
Instructional and Non-Instructional Fees). 

 
 
Registration 
 
[…] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7282#graduate-instructional-and-non-instructional-fees
https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7282#graduate-instructional-and-non-instructional-fees
https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7282#graduate-instructional-and-non-instructional-fees
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7319&hl=%22postgraduate+medical+education%22&returnto=search#postgraduate-medical-education
https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7282#graduate-instructional-and-non-instructional-fees
https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7282#graduate-instructional-and-non-instructional-fees
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and Research that the student be reclassified as a 
master's or doctoral degree student. Students 
should note that neither the courses taken nor 
the fees paid during a qualifying period will be 
credited toward a subsequent degree program. 

8. Degree students are those who are registered in 
an approved program leading to a master's or 
doctoral degree granted by the University of 
Alberta. 

9. Graduate diploma students and graduate 
certificate students are those who are registered 
in an approved program leading to a graduate 
diploma or certificate granted by the University 
of Alberta. Such students must meet the general 
admission requirements of the Faculty of 
Graduate Studies and Research (Admission), 
unless different admission criteria are approved 
by FGSR Council. These can normally be 
completed in one academic year of full-time 
study. The graduate diploma is designed for 
persons who have had previous work experience. 

10. Special graduate students are those who take 
graduate level courses for credit without 
proceeding toward an advanced degree at the 
University of Alberta. Such students must meet 
the general admission requirements of the 
Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research. 
Special graduate students are not candidates for a 
degree at this University and will not receive any 
residence or fee credit toward a subsequent 
degree program for the work completed as a 
special graduate student. In addition, the number 
of courses allowable for transfer credit is limited 
(see Transfer Credit, Course 
Exemption/Substitution, and Credit by Special 
Assessment). 
Admission as a special graduate student does not 
imply eligibility for admission to a degree 
program in any department. 
Individuals who wish to study under this 
classification must apply and be admitted each 
year in which they take courses. 
Special graduate students require a written 
recommendation from the department concerned 
to register in a course. They are not permitted to 
take courses for audit. 
Only graduate level courses may be taken by 
special graduate students. Individuals wishing to 
take courses at undergraduate levels should 
contact the appropriate Faculty regarding 
registration as a special student in that Faculty. 

11. Visiting graduate students are those who are 
registered in a graduate degree program at 
another university or college, who have obtained 
written permission in advance from the home 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#admission
https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#transfer-credit-course-exemption-substitution-and-credit-by-special-assessment
https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#transfer-credit-course-exemption-substitution-and-credit-by-special-assessment
https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#transfer-credit-course-exemption-substitution-and-credit-by-special-assessment
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and host institutions to take one or more courses 
for transfer of credit toward that graduate degree 
program. Visiting students are not permitted to 
register in thesis or departmental project 
courses. 

12. Postgraduate medical education (PGME) students 
have the option of paying fees to the Graduate 
Students' Association (see Fall 2017/Winter 
2018 Graduate Instructional and Non-
Instructional Fees). 

 
Transfer Credit, Course 
Exemption/Substitution, and Credit by 
Special Assessment 
 
[…] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Transfer Credit, Course 
Exemption/Substitution, and Credit by 
Special Assessment 
 
[…] 
 

Justification: 
FGSR Calendar compliance  

• Moving policy from the Graduate Program Manual to the Calendar. 
• Reformatting and editing for clarity and to install standard wording 
• All changes represent current practice 

 
Note: The revised minimum ELP requirements, highlighted in green, were approved by FGSR Council March 21, 2019 
and went through GFC Academic Standards Committee April 18. The will go to GFC Academic Planning Committee May 
8, 2019. The new values are included in this document for information and clarity but are not part of this approval 
process. 
 
Approved by: FGSR Council April 24, 2019 
 

https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7282#graduate-instructional-and-non-instructional-fees
https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7282#graduate-instructional-and-non-instructional-fees
https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7282#graduate-instructional-and-non-instructional-fees
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FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES AND RESEARCH 

2020-2021 University of Alberta Proposed Calendar Graduate Program Changes: Revisions to FGSR 
policy on Transfer Credit 

Current Proposed 

Regulations of the Faculty of Graduate 
Studies and Research 

[…] 

Transfer Credit, Course 
Exemption/Substitution, and Credit by 
Special Assessment 

Transfer Credit refers to the formal transfer of credit for 
a course(s) which has been earned outside the program. 
Transfer credit for certain courses may be granted by the 
Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research, provided the 
courses have not been counted toward a previous degree 
or program and were not used to satisfy admission 
requirements of the Faculty of Graduate Studies and 
Research. Transfer credit can be granted for both graded 
courses and for courses with grades of Credit (CR). 

[moved up from below] 
Criteria for Transfer Credit and Course Exemption 

The criteria that must be met before transfer credit will 
be considered are: 

• the department agrees that the course in
question is applicable to the degree program;

• the student achieves a grade acceptable to the
department and the FGSR;

• the course has not been used as a part of the
basis for admission to the program; and

• the course has not been taken as part of any
previously awarded degree, diploma, certificate,
etc.

[this paragraph moved to below Exceptions] 
For the laddering of graduate certificates and diplomas 
into a course-based Master's degree see Laddering.  

Courses taken as a qualifying graduate student are 
therefore not acceptable for transfer credit since the 
qualifying period is, by definition, a basis for admission. 
The FGSR reserves the right to deny transfer credit for 

Regulations of the Faculty of Graduate 
Studies and Research 

[…] 

Transfer Credit, Course Exemption, and 
Credit by Special Assessment 

Transfer Credit 
Transfer Credit refers to the formal transfer of credit for a 
course(s) which has been earned outside the program. 
Requests for transfer credit are subject to 
recommendation from the department and approval of 
the Dean, FGSR. 

Transfer credit can be granted for both graded courses 
and for courses with grades of Credit (CR). 

Criteria for Transfer Credit  
The criteria that must be met before transfer credit will 
be considered are: 

• the department agrees that the course in
question is applicable to the degree program;

• the student achieves a grade acceptable to the
department and the FGSR;

• the course has not been used to satisfy admission
requirements for the program;

• the course was not taken during a qualifying
period for the program (see Qualifying graduate
students); 

• the course was not taken as part of any
previously awarded credential; 

• The course is less than six years old
• The course is a graduate-level course

The FGSR reserves the right to deny transfer credit for 

Attachment 2

https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#classification-of-graduate-students
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#classification-of-graduate-students
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courses taken far enough in the past that the material 
could be considered out of date. The maximum number of 
years will depend on individual circumstances; however, 
in a number of cases credit has been considered for 
courses taken up to but not exceeding six years prior to 
the date of application for transfer credit. 
 
 
Course Exemption refers to the reduction in required 
credit weights of a student's program by removal of 
specific courses normally required. In special 
circumstances the Faculty of Graduate Studies and 
Research may approve exemption of certain courses if the 
student has completed appropriate equivalent 
coursework here or elsewhere, but the program will not 
be reduced by more than the value set out below. 
 
Course Substitution. It is more normal for departments 
which exempt specific required courses from a student's 
program to substitute more appropriate courses 
equivalent in weight to the courses exempted. This is 
called Course Substitution and is a departmental 
prerogative. 
 
Limits. The description of each program in Graduate 
Programs contains a listing of the required and optional 
courses. 
 
Thesis-based programs: The total credit weight 
required for any thesis-based program will not be 
reduced by any combination of Transfer Credit and 
Course Exemption from the requirement set out in 
Graduate Programs by more than ★6 (except as noted 
below). 
 
Course-based programs: The number of courses nearest 
to, but not exceeding, 1/3 of the total units of course 
weight of a student's program can be met through 
transfer credit and/or course exemption if recommended 
by the department and approved by the Faculty of 
Graduate Studies and Research on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Only approved transfer credits from the University of 
Alberta may count towards the ★24 minimum 
requirement. 
 
[Moved up from below] 
Exceptions: For students who have commenced an 
equivalent graduate program at a recognized university 
and are relocating to the University of Alberta, 
consideration will be given to departmental 
recommendations for transfer credit which exceeds the 
limit stated above. Other exemptions specific to individual 
programs are discussed in the Program descriptions in 
Graduate Programs. 

courses taken far enough in the past that the material 
could be considered out of date.  
 
 
 
 
 
Course Exemption 
Course Exemption refers to the reduction in required 
credit weights of a student's program at the discretion of 
the department offering the program.  The program will 
not be reduced by more than the value set out below in 
Limits for Transfer Credit and Course Exemption. 
For course-based master’s degrees, the FGSR minimum 
requirement of 24 must still be met. See Minimum Units 
of Course Weight Registration Requirements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Limits for Transfer Credit and Course Exemption 
 
 
 
Thesis-based programs: The total credit weight 
required for any thesis-based program will not be 
reduced by any combination of Transfer Credit and 
Course Exemption from the requirement set out in 
Graduate Programs by more than ★6. 
 
 
Course-based programs: The number of courses nearest 
to, but not exceeding, 1/3 of the total units of course 
weight of a student's program can be met through 
transfer credit and/or course exemption. 
For course-based master’s programs, only approved 
transfer credits from the University of Alberta may count 
towards the FGSR minimum requirement of 24. See 
Minimum Units of Course Weight Registration 
Requirements. 
 
 
Exceptions:  
For students who have commenced an equivalent 
graduate program at a recognized university and are 
relocating to the University of Alberta, consideration will 
be given to departmental recommendations for transfer 
credit which exceeds the limit stated above.  
 
 
 

https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#minimum-units-of-course-weight-registration-requirements
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#minimum-units-of-course-weight-registration-requirements
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#minimum-units-of-course-weight-registration-requirements
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#minimum-units-of-course-weight-registration-requirements
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In exceptional circumstances and with the explicit prior 
approval of the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research, 
up to 1/2 of the total units of course weight for the 
program may be met through transfer credit and/or 
course exemption. 
 
For students participating in formal exchange programs 
which have been ratified by the University of Alberta, 
consideration will be given for transfer of credit earned 
during the exchange and approved in principle by the 
department in advance, even if the credit value 
transferred exceeds the limit stated above. 
 
 
[moved from above] 
For the laddering of graduate certificates and diplomas 
into a course-based Master's degree see Laddering.  
 
[moved up] 
Criteria for Transfer Credit and Course Exemption 
The criteria that must be met before transfer credit will 
be considered are: 
 

• the department agrees that the course in 
question is applicable to the degree program; 

• the student achieves a grade acceptable to the 
department and the FGSR; 

• the course has not been used as a part of the 
basis for admission to the program; and 

• the course has not been taken as part of any 
previously awarded degree, diploma, certificate, 
etc. 

For the laddering of graduate certificates and diplomas 
into a course-based Master's degree see Laddering. 
Courses taken as a qualifying graduate student are 
therefore not acceptable for transfer credit since the 
qualifying period is, by definition, a basis for admission. 
The FGSR reserves the right to deny transfer credit for 
courses taken far enough in the past that the material 
could be considered out of date. The maximum number of 
years will depend on individual circumstances; however, 
in a number of cases credit has been considered for 
courses taken up to but not exceeding six years prior to 
the date of application for transfer credit. 
 
[Moved up to top of Exceptions] 
Exceptions: For students who have commenced an 
equivalent graduate program at a recognized university 
and are relocating to the University of Alberta, 
consideration will be given to departmental 
recommendations for transfer credit which exceeds the 
limit stated above. Other exemptions specific to individual 
programs are discussed in the Program descriptions in 
Graduate Programs. 

 
In exceptional circumstances and with the explicit prior 
approval of the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research, 
up to 1/2 of the total units of course weight for the 
program may be met through transfer credit and/or 
course exemption. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Laddering 
[moved from above] 
For the laddering of graduate certificates and diplomas 
into a course-based Master's degree see Laddering of 
Freestanding Graduate Certificates and Diplomas into a 
Course - based Master's Degree. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#laddering
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#laddering
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7271#laddering
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Students should note that they cannot apply directly for 
transfer credit or course exemption; the department must 
petition the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research on 
the student's behalf. Transfer credit and course 
exemption are granted at the discretion of the Faculty of 
Graduate Studies and Research. 
 
The Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research does not 
accept credit by special assessment. 
 
[…] 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Credit by Special Assessment 
The Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research does not 
accept credit by special assessment. 
 
[…] 
 
 

Justification: 
Addition/clarification of the criteria that in order to be considered for transfer credit, courses should be graduate-
level, and should be less than six years old. This information was previously in the Graduate Program Manual but was 
not clear in the Calendar. 
Clarification in this section of the calendar that courses taken as part of a qualifying year are not eligible for transfer 
credit. This is currently stated in the calendar under Qualifying Students – the sections will now link to one another. 
Revisions to approval process for course exemptions and additional clarification on limits. 
Removal of the section on course substitution; this is addressed under the Academic Standing section of the calendar. 
All changes reflect current practice at FGSR. 
 
Approved by: FGSR Council April 24, 2019 
 



GFC ACADEMIC PLANNING COMMITTEE 
For the Meeting of June 19, 2019 

FINAL Item No. 7 
Governance Executive Summary 

Action Item 

Agenda Title Proposal for a Dual Master’s Degree Program, University of Alberta 
(Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research and Department of 
Educational Psychology) and Beijing Normal University (BNU), 
People’s Republic of China 

Motion 
THAT the GFC Academic Planning Committee, with delegated authority from General Faculties Council, 
approve the proposal for a Dual Master’s Degree Program, University of Alberta (Faculty of Graduate 
Studies and Research and Department of Educational Psychology) and Beijing Normal University (BNU), 
People’s Republic of China, as set forth in Attachment 1, to take effect upon final approval. 

Item 
Action Requested ☒ Approval ☐ Recommendation 
Proposed by Debby Burshtyn, Interim Dean and Vice Provost, Faculty of Graduate 

Studies and Research 
Jennifer Tupper, Dean, Faculty of Education 

Presenter(s) Sophie Yohani, Associate Chair Graduate, Department of Educational 
Psychology 

Details 
Responsibility Provost and Vice-President (Academic) 
The Purpose of the Proposal is 
(please be specific) 

For the University of Alberta’s Faculty of Education, Department of 
Educational Psychology to offer a Dual Master’s Program through an 
agreement with Beijing Normal University (BNU), China. To contribute to 
the internationalization of graduate degree program in Educational 
Psychology through collaboration with the BNU and to recruit strong 
graduate students. 

Executive Summary 
(outline the specific item – and 
remember your audience) 

Every student must meet the normal admission requirements of both 
parties for the relevant degree programs and follow a program of study 
and research which will satisfy the requirements of both parties.  

Students must spend at least one academic year at BNU before 
attending UAlberta and spend at least one academic year (Fall and 
Winter terms) at UAlberta completing required coursework and the 
capping project, which will be counted toward UAlberta’s residency 
requirements.  

Upon the completion of UAlberta’s residency requirements, students 
must return to BNU for one year to complete the remaining program 
requirements at BNU.  

Upon successful completion of the degree requirements of both parties, 
each Institution will confer on the student the relevant degree of that 
Institution for which the student qualifies.  



GFC ACADEMIC PLANNING COMMITTEE 
For the Meeting of June 19, 2019 

Item No. 7 
 
The UAlberta transcript notation will read: “Participating in a shared 
credential program offered jointly by this university and Beijing Normal 
University.”  
 
There will be no statement on the UAlberta parchment. 
 

Supplementary Notes and 
context 

<This section is for use by University Governance only to outline 
governance process.> 

 
Engagement and Routing (Include meeting dates) 
 
Consultation and Stakeholder 
Participation  
(parties who have seen the 
proposal and in what capacity) 
 
<For information on the 
protocol see the Governance 
Resources section Student 
Participation Protocol> 

Those who are actively participating: 
• Ying Cui, Associate Professor, Department of Educational 

Psychology 
• Lucy de Fabrizio, International Program Director, Faculty of 

Education 
• Danielle Scott, Assistant Director (International Relations) UAI 

 
Those who have been consulted: 

• Janice Hurlburt, Governance and Policy Coordinator FGSR 
• Deborah Burshtyn, Iterim Dean and Vice Provost, Faculty of 

Graduate Studies and Research 
• Tammy Hopper, Vice-Provost (Programs), Office of the Provost 

and Vice-President (Academic)  
• Andrea Patrick, Portfolio Initiatives Manager, Office of the Provost 

and Vice-President (Academic) 
• Office of General Council 
• Information and Privacy Office (IPO): No particular issues needed 

to be raised with them 
 

Those who have been informed: 
•   

Approval Route (Governance) 
(including meeting dates) 

Department of Educational Psychology Council—February 14, 2019 
Graduate Academic Advisory Committee (GAAC), Faculty of Education 
–April 1, 2019 
FGSR Council: April 24, 2019   
GFC Academic Planning Committee: June 19, 2019 
 

 
Strategic Alignment 
Alignment with For the Public 
Good 

Please note the Institutional Strategic Plan objective(s)/strategies the 
proposal supports. 

Alignment with Institutional 
Risk Indicator 

Please note below the specific institutional risk(s) this proposal is 
addressing. 
☐ Enrolment Management 
☐ Faculty and Staff 
☐ Funding and Resource Management 
☐ IT Services, Software and Hardware 
☐ Leadership and Change 
☐ Physical Infrastructure 

☐ Relationship with Stakeholders 
☒ Reputation 
☐ Research Enterprise 
☐ Safety 
☒ Student Success 

https://www.ualberta.ca/governance/resources/guides-handbooks
https://www.ualberta.ca/governance/resources/guides-handbooks
https://www.ualberta.ca/governance/resources/guides-handbooks


GFC ACADEMIC PLANNING COMMITTEE 
For the Meeting of June 19, 2019 

Item No. 7 
Legislative Compliance and 
jurisdiction 

Post-Secondary Learning Act (PSLA)  
GFC Academic Planning Committee (APC) Terms of Reference  
GFC Academic Standards Committee (ASC) Terms of Reference 
UAPPOL Shared Credentials Policy  
UAPPOL Admissions Policy  
UAPPOL Academic Standing Policy 
 

 
Attachments (each to be numbered 1 - 3) 

1. Proposal for a Dual Master’s degree program between Beijing Normal University, China and the Faculty 
of Education, UofA  (page(s) 1 - 9) 

 
Prepared by: Janice Hurlburt, Graduate Governance and Policy Coordinator, jhurlburt@ualberta.ca 
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  AGREEMENT FOR A DUAL MASTER’S DEGREE PROGRAM 

BETWEEN BEIJING NORMAL UNIVERSITY 
As represented by the Collaborative Innovation Center of 
Assessment toward Basic Education Quality 
Located in Beijing, People’s Republic of China 
(“BNU”)

AND THE GOVERNORS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA  
As represented by the Department of Educational Psychology 
of the Faculty of Education 
Located in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
(“UAlberta”) 

WHEREAS: 

A. The parties to this Agreement have entered into a memorandum of understanding (“MoU”) that 
contemplates various forms of academic cooperation; 

B. The parties wish to formalize the terms for an Agreement under which graduate students from BNU 
may pursue a Dual Degree Program. 

NOW THEREFORE in consideration of the above and other good and valuable consideration, the parties 
agree as follows: 

1. DEFINITIONS

1.1. In this Agreement:

a) “Dual Degree Program” means a program of study under which BNU students may obtain a
Master of Education degree in Educational Psychology with a specialization in Measurement,
Evaluation and Data Science (“MEDS”) from UAlberta and a Master degree from the Collaborative
Innovation Center of Assessment toward Basic Education Quality at BNU.

UAlberta will provide formal recognition of the completion of the Dual Degree Program through a
notation on the transcript. There will be no statement on the UAlberta parchment.

BNU will provide formal recognition of the completion of the Dual Degree Program through a
notation on the transcript. There will be no statement on the BNU parchment.

b) “Dual Degree Student” means a student who is participating in the Dual Degree Program.

2. LIAISON OFFICERS

2.1. Each party shall designate a liaison officer (“Liaison Officer”) who will be responsible for coordinating
the specific aspects of the Dual Degree Program as well as advising and assisting students taking 
part in the Dual Degree Program. 

2.2. The designated Liaison Officers for the Agreement are: 

  for BNU for UAlberta 
Dr. Tao Xin Dr. Ying Cui 
Professor Associate Professor 

Attachment 1
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Collaborative Innovation Center of 
Assessment Toward Basic Education 
Quality Beijing Normal University 
No.19 Xinjiekouwai Street, Haidian 
District Beijing, China, 100875 
 

Department of Educational Psychology 
Faculty of Education 
University of Alberta 
6-110B Education North 
Edmonton, Alberta  T6G 2G5 
Canada 

Telephone: +86-10-58800178 Telephone: +1-780-3848 
E-mail: xintao@bnu.edu.cn E-mail: yc@ualberta.ca 

 
2.3. All notices sent pursuant to this Agreement must be sent to the above-mentioned Liaison Officers. 

The parties agree that either party may change its designated Liaison Officer by notifying the other 
party in writing of such change. 

2.4. Any notice to be given by either party pursuant to this Agreement must be in writing and may be 
delivered by commercial courier, registered mail (unless a postal strike or other disruption is currently 
in place), facsimile machine, or e-mail to the relevant Liaison Officer using the contact information set 
out above (or such other contact information as notified by a party by written notice given in 
accordance with this clause).  

2.5. If a party receives a message that a notice sent to an e-mail address is undeliverable, or that the 
Liaison Officer is out of the office, or if the party has any other reason to believe that the delivery of a 
notice was ineffective, then the party will send the notice using a different method. 

3. APPLICATION, SELECTION, AND ADMISSION OF STUDENTS FOR THE DUAL DEGREE PROGRAM 

3.1. Every Dual Degree Student must meet the normal admission requirements of both parties for the 
relevant degree programs in addition to any requirements outlined in Section 1 of Appendix A. 

3.2. A potential Dual Degree Student must first be admitted into a graduate degree program at BNU. 
Students are eligible to apply for the dual degree beginning in the first year of their studies. Final 
acceptance and participation in the program will be conditional on their having maintained good 
academic standing in the coursework and coursework and/or research required for BNU’s graduate 
degree program for at least one (1) year. 

(a) To be considered for the Dual Degree Program, a student must fill out the application form (see 
www.ualberta.ca/graduate-studies/prospective-students/apply-for-admission/shared-credential-
applications) and present it to BNU. If BNU agrees to recommend the student, the form will be 
forwarded to UAlberta by the deadline mutually agreed upon in writing by the Liaison Officers. 
UAlberta will determine in its sole discretion whether to admit the student into the Dual Degree 
Program and will inform BNU of its decision.  

3.3. UAlberta will admit up to a maximum of fifteen (15) Dual Degree Students from BNU each academic 
year for the Dual Degree Program. The maximum number of students may be changed by mutual 
agreement of the parties and must be expressed in writing. 

4. DUAL DEGREE PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION 

4.1. Dual Degree Students will follow a program of study and research which will satisfy the requirements 
of both parties, including any requirements for the Dual Degree Program outlined in Section 2 of 
Appendix A. 

4.2. The parties will provide an adequate orientation as well as ongoing advice and support to Dual 
Degree Students. At UAlberta, the Department of Educational Psychology will take the lead on 
assisting Dual Degree Students. 

http://www.ualberta.ca/graduate-studies/prospective-students/apply-for-admission/shared-credential-applications
http://www.ualberta.ca/graduate-studies/prospective-students/apply-for-admission/shared-credential-applications
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4.3. Either party may, at its sole discretion, require a Dual Degree Student to withdraw from the Dual 
Degree Program. If required to withdraw from the Dual Degree Program, the student may be able to 
return to his/her studies at BNU in the same graduate program and would receive appropriate credit 
for work done at UAlberta while in the Dual Degree Program. 

A student may withdraw, at any time, from the Dual Degree Program, and return to his/her studies at 
BNU. The student will receive appropriate credit for work completed at UAlberta while in the Dual 
Degree Program.   

4.4. At the end of a Dual Degree Student’s studies, each party will check whether the Student has met the 
relevant degree requirements of that party and will confirm to the other party the Student’s eligibility to 
graduate. 

4.5. Upon successful completion of the degree requirements of both parties and any additional 
requirements for the Dual Degree Program, each Institution will confer on the Dual Degree Student 
the relevant degree of that Institution for which the student qualifies and: 

a. The Liaison Officer at UAlberta shall inform the Liaison Officer at BNU of this award; and 

b. The Liaison Officer at BNU shall inform the Liaison Officer at UAlberta of this award. 

4.6. The designations on the Dual Degree Program Student’s academic record will include the following: 

a. The UAlberta transcript notation will read: “Participating in a shared credential program offered 
jointly by this university and Beijing Normal University.” 

b. The BNU transcript notation will read: “Participating in a shared credential program offered 
jointly by this university and the University of Alberta.” 

c. There will be no statement on the UAlberta parchment. 

d. There will be no statement on the BNU parchment. 

5. FEES AND FINANCIAL MATTERS 

5.1. Dual Degree Students must pay tuition and fees to the institution at which they are resident at any given 
time. 

a. At UAlberta, Dual Degree Students who are neither Canadian citizens nor Permanent 
Residents of Canada are required to pay at the rates for international students. Fees are 
subject to change without notice. 

5.2. Dual Degree Students must have sufficient personal funds to cover any and all expenses not covered by 
either institution as detailed in this Agreement. Such expenses include: 

a. Tuition and other fees required by UAlberta and BNU; 
b. Cost of living (including rent, food, and health care costs); 
c. Recreation; 
d. Travel and transportation, including travel insurance; 
e. Text books and school supplies; and 
f. All necessary immigration documents. 

6. HOUSING 
6.1. UAlberta shall endeavour to provide information to students regarding housing options, the cost of which 

must be paid by the student. 

7. REGULATIONS GOVERNING STUDENTS 
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7.1. During their participation in the Dual Degree Program students will be bound by the rules, regulations, and 
codes of conduct of the university or universities at which they are registered. 

7.2. Dual Degree Students will be bound by the laws of the country in which they are resident. 

7.3. Notwithstanding section 7.1, both institutions will work collaboratively to resolve any conflicts between 
Dual Degree Students and their supervisors.  

8. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY  

8.1. At the outset of a Dual Degree Student’s program, the parties will work together to establish, in writing, all 
necessary arrangements regarding the ownership and protection of any intellectual property generated as 
a result of any research conducted by the Dual Degree Student during the program. In addressing any 
such intellectual property arrangements, the parties shall involve the Dual Degree Student, have regard 
for any policies and procedures in place at each institution, and ensure the Dual Degree Student is 
provided with a copy of the final written arrangements. 

8.2. Notwithstanding anything else in this Agreement, a Dual Degree Student shall own the copyright in his/her 
thesis. 

9. ACCESS TO INFORMATION AND PRIVACY LEGISLATION 

9.1. The parties acknowledge that UAlberta is a public body subject to the Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act (Alberta) (“FOIP”), as amended. For further information about FOIP, see 
www.ipo.ualberta.ca.  

9.2. The parties agree to only use any personal information exchanged for the purposes of this Agreement for 
the purposes of administering this Dual Degree Program. 

9.3. No personal information related to any Dual Degree Student will be released by UAlberta to BNU without 
the student’s prior written consent, except as permitted by law. Such consent will be obtained through the 
Shared Credentials Initial Approval Form (see www.ualberta.ca/graduate-studies/prospective-
students/apply-for-admission/shared-credential-applications) or in such other form as UAlberta may 
provide from time to time. 

10. CONFIDENTIALITY 

10.1. Each party who receives any information from the other marked “Confidential” (“Confidential 
Information”), must take reasonable steps to protect its confidentiality, must not disclose to any third 
party such Confidential Information without the prior written consent of the other party, and agrees to 
only use such Confidential Information for the purposes contemplated in this Agreement.  

10.2. For the purposes of this Agreement, Confidential Information does not include information (a) that is or 
becomes part of the public domain through no act of the receiving party, (b) that was in the receiving 
party’s possession before receipt from the disclosing party, (c) that was rightfully received by the 
receiving party from a third party without a duty of confidentiality, or (d) that is required to be disclosed 
under any applicable law or by order of a court. 

11. DISPUTE RESOLUTION 

Any dispute arising from this Agreement shall be resolved amicably through discussion between the 
parties’ Liaison Officers. In the event the Liaison Officers are unable to resolve the matter within 60 days of 
referral, or such additional time as mutually agreed to by the parties, the dispute shall be referred to the 
Provost and Vice-President (International) of BNU and the Provost and Vice-President (Academic) of 
UAlberta. 

http://www.ipo.ualberta.ca/
http://www.ualberta.ca/graduate-studies/prospective-students/apply-for-admission/shared-credential-applicationso
http://www.ualberta.ca/graduate-studies/prospective-students/apply-for-admission/shared-credential-applicationso
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12. GOVERNING LAW AND FORUM 

This Agreement will be interpreted and construed in accordance with the laws of Alberta and Canada, and 
the parties submit to the exclusive jurisdiction of the Courts of Alberta.   

13. INDEMNIFICATION AND LIMITATION OF LIABILITY 

 Each party ("Indemnifying Party") shall: 

a. be liable to the other party ("Indemnified Party") for; and 
b. indemnify and hold harmless the Indemnified Party from and against: 

any and all liabilities, damages, costs, claims, suits or actions, loss, injury, death, or damage to any third 
party (including students) occasioned by or as a result of the negligent acts, willful misconduct or breach of 
obligations assumed under this Agreement by the Indemnifying Party or their employees, officers, agents, 
and contractors. 

Notwithstanding the above, in no event will either party be liable for any indirect, consequential, or 
incidental claims incurred by any Indemnified Party in respect of this Agreement. 
 

14. SURVIVAL 
 

Terms of this Agreement which, by their nature, require the parties’ continued performance after this 
Agreement’s termination will continue in effect following any such termination. 
 

15. COUNTERPARTS  

The parties may sign this Agreement in counterparts, each of which being an original. Such counterparts 
will together constitute one and the same agreement. Counterparts may be signed either in original or 
electronic form and the parties shall adopt any signatures received electronically as original signatures of 
the parties. 

16. GENERAL 

16.1. This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement and understanding between the parties with respect 
to the Dual Degree Program and replaces all earlier agreements and discussions between the parties. 

16.2. The invalidity of any particular provision of this Agreement does not affect any other provision of it, but 
the Agreement is to be construed as if the invalid provision had been omitted. 

16.3. Nothing in this Agreement shall make the relationship between the parties one of partnership, joint 
venture or employment. Nothing in this Agreement constitutes authority for one party to make 
commitments which bind the other party or to otherwise act on behalf of such other party. 

16.4. No part of this Agreement may be assigned by either party without the consent of the other party.  

16.5. Neither party will use, nor shall it permit any person employed by it to use, identifying marks of the other 
party, other than with the written consent of such other party, which may be arbitrarily withheld. 

17. COMING INTO FORCE, TERMINATION, AND AMENDMENTS 

17.1. This Agreement comes into effect on the date on which it has been signed by both parties and will 
continue in effect for a period of five (5) years, or until terminated in accordance with section 17.2. 
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17.2. The parties may mutually terminate this Agreement by written agreement. Alternatively, either party 
may terminate this Agreement by giving twelve (12) months’ written notice of termination to the other 
party.  

17.3. If this Agreement is terminated or not renewed, the parties agree that any Dual Degree Students 
accepted by UAlberta will be given reasonable time to complete their studies. 

17.4. The parties may amend or extend this Agreement by written agreement. 
 
 

The parties have signed this Agreement on the dates indicated below. 

Signed for and on behalf of Signed for and on behalf of 
BEIJING NORMAL UNIVERSITY THE GOVERNORS OF THE  
  UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 
                                                
 
the_____ day of __________ 2019. the _____ day of ________ 2019. 
                                                
 
 
__________________________ ___________________________ 
Dr. Qi Dong Dr. Steven Dew 
President  Provost and Vice-President (Academic) 
                                                               
 
the_____ day of __________ 2019. the _____ day of ________ 2019. 
 
 
 
__________________________ ___________________________ 
Dr. Tao Xin Dr. Jennifer Tupper 
Deputy Director Dean 
Collaborative Innovation Center of Faculty of Education 
Assessment toward Basic Education Quality 
                                                 
 
 
 the _____ day of ________ 2019. 
 
 
 
 ___________________________ 
 Dr. Deborah Burshtyn 
 Interim Vice-Provost and Dean 
 Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research 
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APPENDIX A 

1. Application, Selection, and Admission of Students: 

1.1. At UAlberta, details regarding the MEDS graduate program and its admission requirements are 
outlined in the information on the Department of Educational Psychology’s website which can be 
found at www.ualberta.ca/educational-psychology/prospective-graduate-students/admission-
requirements-and-criteria.  

1.2. At BNU, details regarding the information of the master program in Collaborative Innovation 
Center of Assessment toward Basic Education Quality and its admission requirements can be 
accessed on the website at http://cicabeq.bnu.edu.cn/zzhx. 

2. Dual Degree Program Requirements and Administration: 

2.1. Physical Residency Requirements:  

a. Dual Degree Students must spend at least one (1) academic year at BNU before attending 
UAlberta.  

b. Dual Degree Students must spend at least one (1) academic year (Fall and Winter terms) at 
UAlberta completing MEDS coursework, which will be counted toward UAlberta’s residency 
requirements. 

c. Upon the completion of UAlberta’s residency requirements, Dual Degree Students must 
return to BNU for one year to complete the remaining program requirements at BNU. 

2.2. Academic Program Requirements: Dual Degree Students will follow a program of study and 
research which shall satisfy the standard degree requirements of both parties. 

a. UAlberta will accept nine (9) credits from BNU toward the total number of credits required for 
the MEd in MEDS. The BNU courses taken should be approved beforehand. 

b. BNU will accept twelve (12) credits from UAlberta toward the total number of credits required 
for the Master degree in BNU. The UAlberta courses taken should be approved beforehand. 

c. In addition, Dual Degree Students must meet the following requirements: 1) complete a total 
of 27 credits (including the 9 credits from BNU and the 3-credit capping project) to fulfill the 
program requirements of UAlberta MEDS course-based program; 2) complete a total of 35 
credits (including the 12 credits from UAlberta) and a thesis to fulfill the program 
requirements of BNU.  

2.3. Ethics Requirements: In accordance with UAlberta policy, every Dual Degree Student must meet 
UAlberta’s ethics and academic integrity training requirements set by the UAlberta Faculty of 
Graduate Studies and Research. Further information regarding those requirements can be found 
here: https://uofa.ualberta.ca/graduate-studies/current-students/academic-requirements/ethics. 
Additionally, Dual Degree Students must follow all UAlberta policies and procedures relating to 
research involving either human participants or animals.   

2.4. Professional Development Requirement: In accordance with UAlberta policy, every Dual Degree 
Student must meet UAlberta's professional development requirements set by the UAlberta Faculty 
of Graduate Studies and Research. Further information regarding those requirements can be 
found here: www.ualberta.ca/graduate-studies/professional-development/professional-
development-requirement.  

2.5. Supervision:  

http://www.ualberta.ca/educational-psychology/prospective-graduate-students/admission-requirements-and-criteria
http://www.ualberta.ca/educational-psychology/prospective-graduate-students/admission-requirements-and-criteria
http://cicabeq.bnu.edu.cn/zzhx
https://uofa.ualberta.ca/graduate-studies/current-students/academic-requirements/ethics
https://www.ualberta.ca/graduate-studies/professional-development/professional-development-requirement
https://www.ualberta.ca/graduate-studies/professional-development/professional-development-requirement
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a. Every Dual Degree Student must have an academic advisor at UAlberta for the MEDS 
course-based master degree and a supervisor at BNU for the thesis-based master degree 
while in the Dual Degree Program.  

2.6. Required Examinations:  

a. For the capping project required by the UAlberta MEDS course-based program, a BNU 
faculty member might, but is not required to, serve as a second reader for the Dual Degree 
Student. 

b. Every Dual Degree Student must successfully prepare and defend a thesis before an 
examining committee that is set up in accordance with the relevant policies of BNU. A copy 
of BNU’s thesis defence regulations is outlined in Appendix B. The Dual Degree Student 
must complete the thesis defense at BNU with all the committee members attending in 
person or by teleconference. A UAlberta faculty member might, but is not required to, serve 
on the examining committee.  
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APPENDIX B 
THESIS DEFENCE REGULATIONS 

 
 

An outline of the thesis defence regulations of BNU is presented here.  
The MEDS degree program at UAlberta does not require a thesis. 

 
1. Requirements for students’ thesis 

1.1 To publish at least one academic paper as the first author, and the signed unit shall be Beijing Normal 
University. 

1.2 The student can be regarded as the first author if his/her supervisor is the first author and he/she is the 
second author, and the signed unit shall be Beijing Normal University. 

2. Requirements for mid-assessment 

2.1 Students shall finish thesis proposal and mid-assessment form in the fourth term. 
2.2 Students can apply for re-assessment one month later if not passed. 

3. Requirements for thesis defense 

3.1 Dual Degree Students who are to apply for thesis defense shall fill in the Statement of Oral Defense for 
Academic Master's Degree Thesis of Beijing Normal University, and pass the checking for the publication 
requirement of the academic paper. The details can be found on the official website of Beijing Normal 
University for postgraduates: http://ss.graduate.bnu.edu.cn/core/ucontent/page/xw dbclxzs. 

3.2 If a Dual Degree Student has not passed the thesis defense the first time, the student shall submit 
application for re-defense of thesis in one year. The details can be found at 
http://ss.graduate.bnu.edu.cn/core/ucontent/page/xw dbclxz. 

 
 

 



GFC ACADEMIC PLANNING COMMITTEE 
For the Meeting of June 19, 2019 

FINAL Item No. 8 
Governance Executive Summary 

Action Item 

Agenda Title Proposed Name Change of the Bachelor of Management in 
Business Economics to the Bachelor of Management and 
associated Substantive Program Changes, Augustana Faculty 

Motion I: 
THAT the GFC Academic Planning Committee approve, with delegated authority from General Faculties 
Council, the proposal to rename the ‘Bachelor of Management in Business Economics’ degree offered 
through Augustana Faculty to the ‘Bachelor of Management’ degree, as set forth in Attachments 1-2 to 
take effect in Fall 2020. 

Motion II: 
THAT the GFC Academic Planning Committee approve, with delegated authority from General Faculties 
Council, the proposed program changes to the Bachelor of Management program in the Augustana 
Faculty, as set forth in Attachments 1-2, to take effect in Fall 2020. 

Item 
Action Requested ☒ Approval ☐ Recommendation 
Proposed by Allen Berger, Dean, Augustana Faculty 
Presenter(s) Karsten Mündel, Associate Dean – Academic, Augustana Faculty 

Details 
Responsibility Provost and Vice-President (Academic) 
The Purpose of the Proposal is 
(please be specific) 

The purpose of the proposal is to increase the flexibility of the Augustana 
Bachelor of Management degree by enhancing the potential 
development of further specific areas of study within the program, while 
retaining the concept of the degree as a Management-style program that 
is firmly grounded on a liberal arts foundation.  The proposal also 
incorporates the proposed new Augustana liberal arts and sciences 
project-based Core into the Management degree. 

Executive Summary 
(outline the specific item – and 
remember your audience) 

When Augustana University College created the Bachelor of 
Management in Business Economics degree in 2001, a primary intention 
was to develop a program that offered a significant range of components 
for a Management degree but which was also grounded in the broad-
ranging knowledge and skills developed by the liberal arts education 
offered in the Augustana Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science 
degrees.  As such, the Bachelor of Management in Business Economics 
program incorporated a strong core of professional Management 
courses and a thorough study of Economics, but also required the same 
liberal arts and sciences Core curriculum of the BA and BSc degrees.  
This structure was maintained when Augustana merged with the 
University of Alberta in 2004. 

This format has helped establish the ongoing viability of the program and 
enrollment has consistently grown over time.  However, increasingly the 
structure of a ‘Business Economics’ program has proven unable to allow 
for the incorporation of alternate components of a Management 
education or the development of other areas of Management-related 
interest, especially as the new Augustana Calendar creates opportunities 
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for creative program and exploration of interdisciplinary learning. 
 
The change in name to simply ‘Bachelor of Management’, with the 
designation of a common core of Management and Economics 
Foundation courses, maintains the desire for a solid Management and 
Economics experience, but allows for the introduction of other 
Management elements within the degree for students with a greater 
interest in Management through the creation of various streams of study 
within the Management degree/major.  Initial foci include a General 
Management stream, and a Business Economics stream for those 
wishing to keep the dual Management and Economics focus. Other 
specific areas will be considered in the future – for example, a 
‘Sustainability’ stream is currently being explored.  At the same time, this 
remains a non-professional program that retains a liberal arts grounding 
and the standard Augustana Core requirements as an integral part of the 
degree. 
 
Much of the initial discussion surrounding this proposal occurred over a 
year ago, with consideration suspended while Augustana Faculty 
explored a larger project of curricular renewal.  It has now been 
determined that the Management program will not be significantly 
impacted by the ongoing curricular discussions, with one exception. As a 
result, the name change proposal is now moving forward once again. 
 
The exception noted above is that Augustana Faculty has approved the 
adoption of a new liberal arts and sciences project-based Core for all 
programs offered within its Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science, and 
Bachelor of Management degrees.  The new Core further enhances the 
knowledge and skills developed in the Management program by 
introducing multi-disciplinary opportunities for students to develop 
collaborative abilities in large and small group project-based studies, 
initially with supervision and more independently at the senior level. 
 
The changes will be advertised within existing courses and by current 
program instructors, through the annual course registration advertising 
and sessions offered by the Augustana Learning, Advising and Beyond 
Office, and through the Augustana Newsletter and other campus 
advertising and social media outlets. Augustana will work with the Office 
of the Registrar to update information for prospective students. 
  

Supplementary Notes and 
context 

<This section is for use by University Governance only to outline 
governance process.> 

 
Engagement and Routing (Include meeting dates) 
 
Consultation and Stakeholder 
Participation  
(parties who have seen the 
proposal and in what capacity) 
 
<For information on the 
protocol see the Governance 
Resources section Student 

Those who are actively participating: 
• Faculty in Management and Economics in Augustana Faculty. 
• Augustana Academic Council, particularly the Chair of Social 

Sciences and the Associate Dean, Academic. 
Those who have been consulted: 

• Office of the Provost and Vice-President (Academic) (Tammy 
Hopper, Kate Peters, Andrea Patrick) 

• University Governance (Meg Brolley)  
• Office of the Registrar (Melissa Padfield, Norma Rodenburg, 

https://www.ualberta.ca/governance/resources/guides-handbooks
https://www.ualberta.ca/governance/resources/guides-handbooks
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Participation Protocol> Anna Vocioni) 

• Faculty of Arts – Rick Szostak, Chair of Economics 
• Alberta School of Business – May 3, 2018 and January 31, 2019, 

including Andras Marosi (Associate Dean Undergrad Programs) 
and Joseph Doucet (Dean). 

• Students in existing Bachelor of Management in Business 
Economics program – February 2019 

Those who have been informed: 
•  

Approval Route (Governance) 
(including meeting dates) 

Augustana Faculty Department of Social Sciences (November 10, 2017) 
(includes an undergraduate student voting representative) 
Augustana Faculty Curriculum Committee (November 15, 2017) 
(includes undergraduate students comprising one-third of the voting 
membership. 
Augustana Faculty Council (December 1, 2017) (includes five 
undergraduate representatives); (May 9, 2019 for the inclusion of the 
new Core) 
GFC ASC Subcommittee on Standards (for discussion): June 6, 2019 
GFC Academic Planning Committee: June 19, 2019 

 
Strategic Alignment 
Alignment with For the Public 
Good 

For the Public Good  
EXPERIENCE 
GOAL: Experience diverse and rewarding learning opportunities that 
inspire us, nurture our talents, expand our knowledge and skills, and 
enable our success. 
Objective 9: 
Enhance, support, and mobilize the unique experiences and cultures of 
all University of Alberta campuses to the benefit of the university as a 
whole. 

• Strategy 1  
Facilitate and deepen inter-campus connections, communication, and 
collaborations with Augustana Campus, and ensure that it is 
strengthened as a leading a liberal arts college, and as a living 
laboratory for teaching and learning innovation, to the benefit of the 
entire university. 
 
EXCEL  
GOAL: Excel as individuals, and together, sustain a culture that fosters 
and champions distinction and distinctiveness in teaching, learning, 
research, and service.  
Objective 14 – Inspire, model, and support excellence in teaching and 
learning.  
ENGAGE  
GOAL: Engage communities across our campuses, city and region, 
province, nation and the world to create reciprocal, mutually beneficial 
learning experiences, research projects, partnerships, and 
collaborations. 

Alignment with Institutional 
Risk Indicator 

Please note below the specific institutional risk(s) this proposal is 
addressing. 
☒ Enrolment Management ☐ Relationship with Stakeholders 

https://www.ualberta.ca/governance/resources/guides-handbooks
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☐ Faculty and Staff 
☐ Funding and Resource Management 
☐ IT Services, Software and Hardware 
☐ Leadership and Change 
☐ Physical Infrastructure 

☐ Reputation 
☐ Research Enterprise 
☐ Safety 
☒ Student Success 

Legislative Compliance and 
jurisdiction 

Post-Secondary Learning Act  
UAPPOL Admissions Policy  
GFC Academic Standards Committee Terms of Reference  
GFC Academic Planning Committee Terms of Reference 

 
Attachments (each to be numbered 1 - <>) 

1. Attachment 1 Proposed New Augustana Bachelor of Management Calendar copy (4 pages) 
2. Attachment 2 Proposal Template: Program/Specialization Name Change (5 pages) 

 
 
Prepared by: Jonathan Hawkins, Assistant Registrar - Augustana Campus, jonathan.hawkins@ualberta.ca 
 
 



Proposal Template: Program/Specialization Name Change 
This template is for proposals to change the title of a ministry-approved program or 

specialization within an existing program.  

 Name change proposals for degree programs and applied degree programs are typically subject 
to review by the Campus Alberta Quality Council. 

SECTION 1:  PROPOSAL INFORMATION 

1.1 Basic Information (Complete the table below): 
Institution University of Alberta 
Current program/specialization 
name Bachelor of Management in Business Economics 

Credential awarded Bachelor of Management in Business Economics 
Proposed implementation date September 2019 

1.2  Proposed New Name (Answer the following questions) 
1.2.1 Specify the new name that is being proposed. 

Bachelor of Management 

1.2.2 Specify if the new name is for a program or a specialization within a program? 
  Program 
  Specialization 

1.3  Rationale for Proposed New Name (Answer the following questions) 
1.3.1 Describe the rationale for the proposed name change. 

The inclusion of ‘Business Economics’ in the program name/credential is a restricting 
element that prevents the flexibility of study within the program and the potential 
development of new areas of study within the context of a Management degree. 

1.3.2 Is comparable nomenclature used for similar programs/specializations offered across 
Campus Alberta and, where relevant, in other jurisdictions? 
Yes. 
Bachelor of Management degrees are offered by the Athabasca University, Concordia 
University of Edmonton, and University of Lethbridge.  

Attachment 1



 
The Augustana Bachelor of Management degree is differentiated by being fully 
grounded in Augustana’s standard liberal arts education requirements. 

   

SECTION 2:  SYSTEM IMPACT  
 

2.1  Impact on Learners (Answer the following questions) 
2.1.1 Were students consulted regarding this proposed name change? If so, what was the 

feedback received as a result of this consultation? 
One of the primary factors influencing the decision to propose this change is the 
weight of repeated student feedback to faculty members in the Bachelor of 
Management in Business Economics program over the past few years.  As a result, 
there has been a great deal of ongoing discussion between faculty members and 
students in the current program surrounding the proposed change. 
Current students in the program were surveyed in February 2019, asking whether or 
not they were in support of the proposed name change from “Bachelor of 
Management in Business Economic’ to that of ‘Bachelor of Management.  Students 
strongly supported the proposal, with 72% registering agreement or strong agreement 
with the change. 
 

2.1.2 Describe benefits for students of proposed new name. 
When the Bachelor of Management in Business Economics degree was created in 
2001, a primary intention was to develop a program that offered the basic elements 
for a Management degree but which was also grounded in the broad-ranging 
knowledge and skills developed by the liberal arts education offered in the Augustana 
Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science degrees.  As such, the Bachelor of 
Management in Business Economics program incorporated a core of professional 
Management courses and a thorough study of Economics, but also required the same 
liberal arts and sciences Core curriculum of the B.A. and B.Sc degrees.   
This format established the ongoing viability of the program and enrollment has 
consistently grown over time.  However, increasingly the structure of a ‘Business 
Economics’ program has proven unable to allow for the incorporation of alternate 
components of a Management education or the development of other areas of 
Management-related interest, especially as the new Augustana Calendar creates 
opportunities for creative program and exploration of interdisciplinary learning in its 
3-week course/11-week courses term structure. 
The change in name to simply ‘Bachelor of Management’ while retaining a common 
core of Management and Economics Foundation courses, maintains the desire for a 
strong combined Management and Economics experience, but provides much greater 
flexibility in the program, especially for the potential inclusion of other Management 
elements within the degree for students with a greater interest in such areas. Initially, 
within the current major, students will be able to pursue a General Management 
stream, or a Business Economics stream for those wishing to keep the Business 



 
Economics focus.  At the same time, this remains a non-professional program that 
retains a liberal arts grounding and the standard Augustana Core requirements as an 
integral part of the degree. 

2.1.3 Describe plans to accommodate:  
a) active students who may wish to graduate with the established credential; and 
b)  previous graduates who may request to exchange their parchment for one 

with the new program or specialization name. 
a) As noted above, the flexibility provided by the name change will allow students the 

opportunity to pursue various elements of focus within their major.  One of these foci will 
continue to be ‘Business Economics’, meaning that any student wishing to retain all the 
contents of the current ‘Business Economics’ program will continue to be able to do so 
within the Bachelor of Management degree. 

b) Given that the substance of program completed by previous graduates continues to be 
available within the newly named credential, there should not be any need to request a 
new parchment. 

 

2.2  Potential Risks (Identify the potential risks associated with implementing the name 
change, if any, and your institution’s risk mitigation strategies.) 

 
No risks are anticipated.  The Augustana Bachelor of Management is not accredited as a 
professional program. 

 

2.3  Consultation/Collaboration (Answer the following questions) 
 

2.3.1 Identify which stakeholder groups, if any, were consulted:  

 
  Faculty 
  Advisory committee 
  Regulatory 

bodies/professional associations 

  Employers 
 Other (identify below) 

 

Aside from a variety of faculty committees and Councils in Augustana Faculty, the proposed 
change was also presented to the University of Alberta School Of Business and the Chair of 
the Department of Economics in the University of Alberta Faculty of Arts for feedback and 
to address any concerns about the proposal in general, and any impact it might have on their 
units.  No concerns were identified and representatives in Business and Arts were strongly 
supportive of the proposal and the rationale behind it. 
 
2.3.2 Summarize feedback received including anticipated impacts on stakeholders. 



 
See above in 2.3.1.  Feedback from faculty at Augustana, governance units within Augustana 
Faculty and at the wider University of Alberta level, and from other University of Alberta 
Faculties offering similar programs has been strongly supportive and encouraging of the 
proposal. 

 

2.4  Communication (Describe how information about the name change will be communicated 
to students and applicants.) 

 
Current students have already been informed of the proposal to change the name. Applicants 
will be informed of this change over the course of the current admission cycle by the 
appropriate units in Augustana Faculty. 
The Augustana Social Sciences Department is developing strategies to further market the 
change to this program and explore the greater flexibility for student learning that the change 
will offer. 
 

SECTION 3: INSTITUTIONAL AND REGULATORY APPROVAL/SUPPORT  
 
3.1 Provide specific information about which internal governance body approved this proposed 
name change. Attach copies of minutes or motions. 

• Augustana Faculty Department of Social Sciences (November 10, 2017) (includes an 
undergraduate student voting representative) 

• Augustana Faculty Curriculum Committee (November 15, 2017) (includes undergraduate 
students comprising one-third of the voting membership. 

• Augustana Faculty Council (December 1, 2017) (includes five undergraduate 
representatives) 

• GFC Academic Planning Committee – June 19, 2019 
 
3.2 If applicable, describe authorization/endorsement(s) from relevant professional 
organizations, regulatory bodies, and/or advisory committees. 
 NA 
 
RECOMMENDATION (FOR DEPARTMENT USE) 

 
Do Any Issues or Information Gaps Remain? 
 
 
Recommendation(s): 
 
 
Rationale for Recommendation: 
 



 
 

Reviewer(s): 
 
 
Date Completed: 
 
 

 



Augustana Faculty 
Program and Course Changes 

For Early Implementation in Fall 2019 

Current Proposed 

Bachelor of Management in Business 
Economics (BMgt)  

Overview 

The four year Bachelor of Management in 
Business Economics consists of ★120 arts, 
science and professional (see Classification of 
Courses) including ★66 in the Business 
Economics program and the credits required for 
the Foundation, Engagement and Knowledge 
components of the Augustana Core. Because of 
the possibility of overlap between the credits 
required for portions of the Augustana Core and 
those required for the Business Economics 
program, a student may also include options or an 
optional minor as follows:  

Business Economics Program: 
★15 in Economics Foundation courses, ★27 in 
Management Foundation courses, 9 additional 
senior credits in Economics courses at least 6 of 
which must be at the 300-level or above, and 9 
additional senior credits in Economics or 
Management at the 300-level or above. 

The Augustana Core: Foundation 
The Augustana Foundation requirement is met by 
the completion of one of the following courses: 

•AUIDS 101 - Topics in Liberal Studies OR
•AUIDS 201 - Foundations in Liberal Studies

The Augustana Core: Engagement 
Engagement requirements consist of five different 
categories. A student must complete ★12 from at 
least three of the five categories up to the 
maximum indicated; courses which satisfy these 
requirements may overlap with a student's major: 

Bachelor of Management (BMgt) 

Overview 

The four year Bachelor of Management degree 
consists of ★120 arts, science and professional 
(see Classification of Courses) including up to 
★72 in the Management program and the credits 
required for the Foundation, Engagement and 
Knowledge components of the Augustana Core. 
Because of the possibility of overlap between the 
credits required for portions of the Augustana 
Core and those required for the Management 
program, a student may also include options or an 
optional minor as follows:  

Management Program: 
See below for details on the Management 
Foundation, Economics Foundation, Stream, and 
Supporting course requirements of the 
Management program. 

The Augustana Core: Foundation ★18 
The Augustana Foundation requirement is met by 
the completion of the following courses: 

•AUIDS 101 - Topics in Liberal Studies (*3)
•AUIDS 201 – Great Problems Seminar (*3)
•AUIDS 301 – Major Project (*6)
•AUIDS 401 – Core Capstone (*6)

Attachment 2



• Creative & Imaginative Process (maximum 
★6) 

• Diversity and Global Studies (maximum ★6) 
• Environmental Sustainability (maximum ★6) 
• Experiential Learning (maximum ★6) 
• Integrating Knowledge (maximum ★3) 

 
For more detail on which courses may be counted 
towards these categories, see Augustana Chart 1 
Core Engagement Requirements. 
 
The Augustana Core: Knowledge 
The ★21 Breadth of Knowledge requirements 
consist of four different categories; the ★21 
credits counted towards these categories may not 
overlap with a student's first major: 
 
★3 Fine Arts 
★6 Humanities 
★6 Science 
★6 Social sciences 
 
For the actual classification of Augustana courses 
within these categories, see Classification of 
Courses. 
 
Note: The same credit may not be counted twice 
in courses that relate to more than one category 
within the Foundation, Engagement and 
Knowledge components of the Augustana Core; 
that is, a total of 36 different credits must be 
earned to fulfill these requirements. 
  
 
Optional minor:  
A minimum of ★18 in one discipline or approved 
interdisciplinary area, including at least ★12 at the 
senior level. A student should be aware that it may 
not be possible to complete certain combinations 
of majors and minors without extending the time 
required to earn the degree.  
 
Options:  
★0-21 (or more, depending on the amount of 
overlap between the core and the requirements for 
the major, and/or minor) of the student's choice.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Augustana Core: Knowledge ★21 
The ★21 Breadth of Knowledge requirements 
consist of three different categories: 
 
★9 Fine Arts and Humanities (students must 

complete at least ★3 in each area) 
★6 Science 
★6 Social sciences 
 
For the actual classification of Augustana courses 
within these categories, see Classification of 
Courses. 
 
Note: The same credit may not be counted twice 
in courses that relate to more than one category 
within the Foundation and Knowledge 
components of the Augustana Core; that is, a total 
of 39 different credits must be earned to fulfill 
these requirements. 
 
 
 
 
Optional minor:  
A minimum of ★18 in one discipline or approved 
interdisciplinary area, including at least ★12 at the 
senior level. A student should be aware that it may 
not be possible to complete certain combinations 
of majors and minors without extending the time 
required to earn the degree.  
 
Options:  
★0-21 (or more, depending on the amount of 
overlap between the core and the requirements for 
the major, and/or minor) of the student's choice.  
 
 



Residence Requirements  
Students registered in a BMgt program must 
complete at least ★60 offered by the Augustana 
Faculty, at least ★54 of which must be at the 
senior level. However,  
 

1. Language or other study abroad may, with 
special permission of the Associate Dean, 
Academic, count toward the residency 
requirement.  

 
2. An exception to this requirement may be 

granted to students already holding a BA or 
BSc who can transfer sufficient credits from 
their first degree to be able to complete the 
requirements of the Bachelor of Management 
in Business Economics degree in fewer than 
★60. Normally in such cases at least the final 
★45 must be completed at Augustana. Note: 
Students transferring into this degree program 
within the framework of a Faculty-approved 
transfer agreement must complete ★60 of the 
final credits of their degree program with 
credits offered by the Augustana Faculty.  

 
Program Requirements  
See Augustana Faculty for Admission 
Requirements  
 
★15 in Economics Foundation  
• AUECO 101 - Introduction to Microeconomics  
• AUECO 102 - Introduction to Macroeconomics  
• AUECO 203 - Intermediate Microeconomic 

Analysis I  
• AUECO 204 - Intermediate Macroeconomic 

Analysis I  
• AUECO 480 - Ethics in Economics and Business  
 
★27 in Management Foundation  
• AUACC 311 - Introductory Accounting  
• AUACC 322 - Managerial Accounting  
• AUMGT 100 - Introduction to Business  
• AUMGT 200 - Introduction to Management  
• AUMGT 310 - Corporate Finance  
• AUMGT 320 - Business Law  
• AUMGT 330 - Introduction to Marketing  
• AUMGT 340 - Organizational Behaviour  
• AUMGT 490 - Business Policy and Strategy  

Residence Requirements  
Students registered in a Bachelor of Management 
program must complete at least ★60 offered by 
the Augustana Faculty, at least ★54 of which must 
be at the senior level. However,  
 

1. Language or other study abroad may, with 
special permission of the Associate Dean, 
Academic, count toward the residency 
requirement.  

 
2. An exception to this requirement may be 

granted to students already holding a BA or 
BSc who can transfer sufficient credits from 
their first degree to be able to complete the 
requirements of the Bachelor of Management 
degree in fewer than ★60. Normally in such 
cases at least the final ★45 must be completed 
at Augustana. Note: Students transferring into 
this degree program within the framework of a 
Faculty-approved transfer agreement must 
complete ★60 of the final credits of their 
degree program with credits offered by the 
Augustana Faculty.  

 
Management Program Requirements  
See Augustana Faculty for Admission 
Requirements  
 
★27 in Management Foundation  
• AUACC 311 - Introductory Accounting  
• AUACC 322 - Managerial Accounting  
• AUMGT 100 - Introduction to Business  
• AUMGT 200 - Introduction to Management  
• AUMGT 310 - Corporate Finance  
• AUMGT 320 - Business Law  
• AUMGT 330 - Introduction to Marketing  
• AUMGT 340 - Organizational Behaviour  
• AUMGT 490 - Business Policy and Strategy  
 
★9 in Economics Foundation  
• AUECO 101 - Introduction to Microeconomics  
• AUECO 102 - Introduction to Macroeconomics  
• AUECO 480 - Ethics in Economics and Business  
 
Students will choose either the Management 
General Stream or the Business Economics 
Stream: 



 
★18 in Elective courses  
• 9 additional senior credits in Economics, of 

which ★3 may be at the 200-level.  
• 9 additional senior credits in Economics or 

Management at the 300- or 400-level.  
 
★6 in Supporting Courses  
• AUMAT 110 - Elementary Calculus I OR  
• AUMAT 116 - Elementary Calculus I (Enriched) 
 
• AUSTA 153 - Introductory Applied Statistics  
 
First-Year Program Recommendations  
• AUECO 101 - Introduction to Microeconomics  
• AUECO 102 - Introduction to Macroeconomics  
• AUMGT 100 - Introduction to Business  
 
• AUMAT 110 - Elementary Calculus I OR  
• AUMAT 116 - Elementary Calculus I (Enriched)  
 
• AUSTA 153 - Introductory Applied Statistics  
 
• AUENG 102 - Critical Reading, Critical Writing 

OR  
• AUENG 103 - English Literature from the 
Romantic Period to the Present  
 
• 12 additional credits toward the Engagement and 
Knowledge components of the Augustana Core. 

 
Management General Stream: 
 
★ 9 additional in Management Foundation 
• AUMGT 345 – Organizational Theory 
• AUMGT 350 - Entrepreneurship 
• AUMGT 370 – Organizational Research 

Methods 
 
★15 in Elective courses  
• 9 additional senior credits in Management or 

Economics, of which ★3 may be at the 200-
level.  

• 6 additional senior credits in Management or 
Economics at the 300- or 400-level.  

 
 
★ 12 in Supporting Courses  
• AUENG 102 – Critical Reading, Critical Writing 
 
• AUMAT 110 - Elementary Calculus I OR  
• AUMAT 116 - Elementary Calculus I (Enriched) 
 
• AUPHI 260 - Ethics 
• AUSTA 153 - Introductory Applied Statistics 
 
 
Management Business Economics Stream: 
 
★ 6 additional in Economics Foundation 
• AUECO 203 – Intermediate Microeconomic 

Analysis I 
• AUECO 204 – Intermediate Macroeconomic 

Analysis I 
 

★18 in Elective courses  
• 9 additional senior credits in Economics, of 

which ★3 may be at the 200-level.  
• 9 additional senior credits in Economics or 

Management at the 300- or 400-level.  
 
 
★ 6 in Supporting Courses  
• AUMAT 110 - Elementary Calculus I OR  
• AUMAT 116 - Elementary Calculus I (Enriched) 
 
• AUSTA 153 - Introductory Applied Statistics 

 



Current 
 

Classification of Degree Programs 
Academic disciplines at the Augustana Faculty are organized into three departments for 
administrative purposes: Fine Arts and Humanities, Science, and Social Sciences. The following 
programs are available within these departments: 

Program Areas with Available Majors and Minors 
Areas Available BA 

Major 
BSc 

Major 
BMgt 
Major 

BMus 
Major 

BSc/BEd 
Major 

BA 
Minor 

BSc 
Minor 

BMgt 
Minor 

BMus 
Minor 

BSc/BEd 
Minor 

Fine Arts 
Art                   • 
Art History           • • • •   
Art Studio           • • • •   
Comprehensive Music       •             
Drama •         • • • • • 
Liturgical Arts       •             
Music •         • • •     
Music: Choral                   • 
Musical Arts       •             
Piano       •             
Visual Art •                   
Voice       •             
Humanities 
Classical Studies           • • • •   
English •         • • • •   
English Language Arts                   • 
French           • • • •   
German           • • • •   
Modern Languages •                   
Philosophy           • • • •   
Philosophy and 
Religion •                   

Philosophy and 
Religious Studies                   • 

Religion           • • • •   
Scandinavian Studies           • • • •   



Second Languages: 
French                   • 

Second Languages: 
German                   • 

Second Languages: 
Spanish                   • 

Spanish           • • • •   
Science 
Biology • •     • • • • • • 
Chemistry • •     • • • • • • 
Computing Science • •       • • • •   
Environmental Science   •                 
Environmental Studies •         • • • •   
General Sciences         •         • 
Geography           • • • •   
Mathematics           • • • •   
Mathematical Sciences         •         • 
Mathematics and Physics • •     •           
Physical Sciences         •         • 
Physics           • • • • • 
Social Sciences 
Business Economics   •               
Economics •         • •   •   
History •         • • • •   
Interdisciplinary Studies:                     
-Canadian Studies           • • • •   
-Crime and Community           • • • •   
-Global and Development 
Studies •         • • • •   

-Individualized           • • • •   
-Women's Studies           • • • •   
Management           • •   •   
Physical Education • •       • • • • • 
Political Studies •         • • • •   
Psychology • •       • • • •   
Social Studies                   • 
Sociology •         • • • •   



Proposed 
 

Classification of Degree Programs 
Academic disciplines at the Augustana Faculty are organized into three departments for 
administrative purposes: Fine Arts and Humanities, Science, and Social Sciences. The following 
programs are available within these departments: 

Program Areas with Available Majors and Minors 
Areas Available BA 

Major 
BSc 

Major 
BMgt 
Major 

BMus 
Major 

BSc/BEd 
Major 

BA 
Minor 

BSc 
Minor 

BMgt 
Minor 

BMus 
Minor 

BSc/BEd 
Minor 

Fine Arts 
Art                   • 
Art History           • • • •   
Art Studio           • • • •   
Comprehensive Music       •             
Drama •         • • • • • 
Liturgical Arts       •             
Music •         • • •     
Music: Choral                   • 
Musical Arts       •             
Piano       •             
Visual Art •                   
Voice       •             
Humanities 
Classical Studies           • • • •   
English •         • • • •   
English Language Arts                   • 
French           • • • •   
German           • • • •   
Modern Languages •                   
Philosophy           • • • •   
Philosophy and 
Religion •                   

Philosophy and 
Religious Studies                   • 

Religion           • • • •   
Scandinavian Studies           • • • •   



Second Languages: 
French                   • 

Second Languages: 
German                   • 

Second Languages: 
Spanish                   • 

Spanish           • • • •   
Science 
Biology • •     • • • • • • 
Chemistry • •     • • • • • • 
Computing Science • •       • • • •   
Environmental Science   •                 
Environmental Studies •         • • • •   
General Sciences         •         • 
Geography           • • • •   
Mathematics           • • • •   
Mathematical Sciences         •         • 
Mathematics and Physics • •     •           
Physical Sciences         •         • 
Physics           • • • • • 
Social Sciences 
Economics •         • •   •   
History •         • • • •   
Interdisciplinary Studies:                     
-Canadian Studies           • • • •   
-Crime and Community           • • • •   
-Global and Development 
Studies •         • • • •   

-Individualized           • • • •   
-Women's Studies           • • • •   
Management •          • •   •   
Physical Education • •       • • • • • 
Political Studies •         • • • •   
Psychology • •       • • • •   
Social Studies                   • 
Sociology •         • • • •   
 



FINAL Item No. 9 

GFC ACADEMIC PLANNING COMMITTEE 
For the Meeting of June 19, 2019 

Governance Executive Summary 
Action Item 

Agenda Title: Proposal for the Establishment of the CISC Centre for Steel Structures Education and 
Research (Steel Centre) 

Motion:  THAT the GFC Academic Planning Committee, under delegated authority from General Faculties 
Council, approve the establishment of the CISC Centre for Steel Structures Education and Research (Steel 
Centre), as proposed by the Faculty of Engineering, and as contained in attachment 1, to be effective upon 
approval. 

Item 
Action Requested Approval Recommendation 
Proposed by Fraser Forbes, Dean, Faculty of Engineering 
Presenter(s) Robert Driver, Professor, Department of Civil and Environmental 

Engineering, Faculty of Engineering  
Ying Tsui, Associate Dean, Faculty of Engineering 

Details 
Responsibility Provost and Vice-President (Academic) 
The Purpose of the Proposal is 
(please be specific) 

To seek approval for the establishment of the Steel Centre. 

Executive Summary 
(outline the specific item– and 
remember your audience)  

The proposed Steel Centre goes beyond the traditional boundaries of 
other research endeavours, with an expressed goal of expanded focus 
on, and generation of, industry-shifting best practices for industry–
academic collaboration.  

The Steel Centre consolidates and makes visible the University of 
Alberta’s substantial expertise in steel design and construction by 
providing a central and consistent brand. A named partnership with the 
Canadian Institute of Steel Construction, the nation’s largest and most-
recognized steel industry association, adds considerable strength and 
prestige to this centre. 

Supplementary Notes and 
context 

Engagement and Routing (Include meeting dates) 

Consultation and Stakeholder 
Participation  
(parties who have seen the 
proposal and in what capacity) 

<For information on the 
protocol see the Governance 
Toolkit section Student 
Participation Protocol> 

Those who are actively participating: 
• GFC Academic Planning Committee

Those who have been consulted: 
• Centres and Institutes Committee (CIC)
• Randy Goebel, Associate Vice-President Research/Academic

and Chair, Centres and Institutes Committee (CIC)
• Office of the Provost and Vice-President (Academic)
• Faculty of Engineering students (Research Groups of Drs. Driver,

Imanpour, Tomlinson, Yong Li, Leijun Li)
• Key industry partners (Supreme Group, Collins Steel, Waiward,

Dialog, S-Frame Software)

Strategic Alignment 
Alignment with For the Public 
Good 

OBJECTIVE 11: 
Advance the University of Alberta’s reputation for research excellence 

http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/GovernanceToolkit/Toolkit.aspx
http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/GovernanceToolkit/Toolkit.aspx
http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/GovernanceToolkit/Toolkit.aspx


Item No. 9 

GFC ACADEMIC PLANNING COMMITTEE 
For the Meeting of June 19, 2019 

by pursuing fundamental and original questions and ideas, pushing the 
frontiers of knowledge, inspiring creative experimentation, driving 
innovation, and advancing society. 

OBJECTIVE 13: 
Enable University of Alberta researchers to succeed and excel. 

OBJECTIVE 16: 
Enhance, increase, and sustain reciprocal, mutually beneficial 
community relations, community engagement, and community-engaged 
research and scholarship that will extend the reach, effectiveness, 
benefit, and value of our university-community connections. 

Alignment with Institutional Risk 
Indicator 

Please note below the specific institutional risk(s) this proposal is 
addressing. 
☐ Enrolment Management 
☒ Faculty and Staff 
☐ Funding and Resource Management 
☐ IT Services, Software and Hardware 
☐ Leadership and Change 
☐ Physical Infrastructure 

☒ Relationship with Stakeholders 
☒ Reputation 
☒ Research Enterprise 
☐ Safety 
☒ Student Success 

Legislative Compliance and 
jurisdiction  

Post-Secondary Learning Act 
Centres and Institutes Policy (UAPPOL) 
Academic Centres and Institutes Establishment Procedure (UAPPOL) 
GFC Academic Planning Committee Terms of Reference 

Attachment: 

1. Proposal for the Establishment of the CISC Centre for Steel Structures Education and Research (“Steel
Centre”)

Prepared by: Andrea Patrick, Portfolio Initiatives Manager, Office of the Provost and Vice-President 
(Academic), apatrick@ualberta.ca  

https://policiesonline.ualberta.ca/PoliciesProcedures/Policies/Centres-and-Institutes-Policy.pdf
https://policiesonline.ualberta.ca/PoliciesProcedures/Procedures/Academic-Centres-and-Institutes-Establishment-Procedure.pdf
mailto:apatrick@ualberta.ca


Attachment 1

















































































7-224 Donadeo Innovation Centre for Engineering 
9211-116 Street, University of Alberta 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T6G 1H9 

Tel: 780.492.7620 
civchair@ualberta.ca 

uab.ca/civil 

 

 

DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL AND ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING 
SCHOOL OF MINING AND PETROLEUM ENGINEERING 

 
 
 
 
 
May 29, 2019  
 
GFC Academic Planning Committee 
University of Alberta 
Edmonton, AB 
 
Re: Application from the CISC Centre for Steel Structures Education and Research (the Steel Centre)  
 
Dear committee members, 

I am writing on behalf of the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering and the School of Mining and 
Petroleum Engineering to express the Department’s full support of the Steel Centre’s application for designated 
status as a University of Alberta Academic Centre. 

The Steel Centre was established in 2016 to provide research, education, and innovation in steel structures 
engineering for the steel construction industry. The Centre capitalizes on the Department’s outstanding national 
and international reputation as a leader in steel structures research and focuses on the development, growth, and 
long-term sustainability of the steel construction industry in the province and beyond. The partnership with the 
Canadian Institute of Steel Construction, the nation’s largest and most-recognized steel industry association, 
enhances the Steel Centre’s mission and its path to sustainability. 

The Steel Centre is one of the central initiatives included in the recently-created Construction Innovation Centre 
(CIC). The CIC provides a unified platform to coordinate the activities of all the construction-related research groups 
at the University, amplifying their impact. However, the CIC and Steel Centre will continue to operate independently 
and do not duplicate effort. Both will benefit from synergistic alignments, like the pursuit of interdisciplinary 
funding opportunities and centralized administrative and financial services.  

The Steel Centre provides innovative industry–academia programs to educate the next-generation of engineers, 
laying the groundwork to tackle the big challenges facing Canada’s steel industry. The Department enthusiastically 
endorses designating the Steel Centre as a University of Alberta Academic Centre.  

Sincerely, 

 
Simaan M. AbouRizk, PhD, PEng, FRSC, FCAE, NAC 
Distinguished University Professor, Construction Engineering and Management 
Chair, Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering and School of Mining and Petroleum Engineering 
Canada Research Chair in Operations Simulation 

 

mailto:civchair@ualberta.ca


GFC Academic Planning Committee 
University of Alberta 
Edmonton, AB 

May 13, 2019 

RE: Support for establishment of the new Academic Centre “CISC Centre for Steel 
Structures Education and Research”, aka “The Steel Centre” 

Dear GFC Academic Planning Committee: 

We, the undersigned, express full support for the establishment of the Steel Centre as an 
Academic Centre at the University of Alberta. We continue to see great value in our ongoing 
partnership with the Steel Centre research group, and we are eager to embark on new and 
innovative research endeavors, which will be bolstered through this initiative. The Steel 
Centre provides a unique collaborative space for our companies to work not only with the 
University, but with one another.  

We are pleased with the collaborative research already carried out successfully by the Steel 
Centre’s researchers with the support of and in collaboration with our companies and our 
fellow industry partners. As a recognized Academic Centre, The Steel Centre will 
consolidate the steel construction research already taking place, providing greater 
interconnectedness and support between industry partners, researchers, and the public. 
This unified hub for the steel construction industry is of great value to Alberta and to 
Albertan industry, and is a significant improvement from the traditional practice of 
conducting several disparate, isolated projects. Our combined knowledge and experience is 
superior to any one member’s expertise. 

We are committed to ongoing research and in-kind support, as well as advisory input as 
requested to ensure that the Steel Centre remains closely linked to industry themes and 
carries out activities that are highly relevant to current industry needs. 

As members of the Steel Centre, we are committed to endeavours that support the growth 
of the steel industry and we feel this represents a major opportunity for improved workflow. 
We are pleased to participate in this novel collaborative research initiative. 

On behalf of Industry Members: 
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Amir Jamshidi Andy Brooks

President & CEO
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Jason Collins
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