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What is a career exactly?
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What does the word career 
mean to you?
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What is a career exactly?

The term career refers to the sum of 

your work (paid or unpaid), learning 

(formal & informal) and leisure 

activities throughout your life. In 

other words, career is the sum of all 

experiences.
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Careers are non-linear



Our approach to career development encourages 

action and reflection. 
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Did you plan to do this research project 

when you started your degree at the U of A?
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“Like the weather, we might be 
able to predict what’s going to 
happen tomorrow, or the day 
after, but as the time horizon 
moves out on to weeks, months or 
years...it becomes almost next to 
impossible to make predictions.”

– Jim Bright

A Next Steps Approach



What are the careers in 
biomedical sciences that 
you know of? 
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The Bioeconomy

12Labour Market Information (LMI) National Report, BioTalent Canada (2021)

What is it?

“The bio-economy is defined as the economic 

activity associated with the invention, 

development, production and use of primarily 

bio-based products, bio-based production 

processes and/or biotechnology-based 

intellectual property.”



The Bioeconomy
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State of the Industry (SOI) Report, BioAlberta (2023)

In Alberta, 391 life sciences companies received the BioAlberta State of the Industry (“SOI”) survey



Jobs in the bioeconomy
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How can I learn more about a specific job?

Labour Market Information (LMI) National Report, BioTalent Canada (2021)



Rank these skills by 
importance for employers 
seeking workers

Presenting with animations, GIFs or speaker notes? Enable our Chrome extension
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Level of education of bio-economy employees
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Top fields of study for employers 
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Hiring in Alberta: 2023 - 2030

Bio-health

● Estimated 3,400 workers 
- Clinical positions (32%), research and development (26%), 

management, finance and administration (13%), 
manufacturing/production (13%)

Bio-industrial 

● Estimated 1,200 workers 
- Manufacturing (36%), research and development (18%), 

management, finance and administration (15%)
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BioAlberta LMI Study  (2022)



Employment by sector: 2025 - 2030
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BioAlberta LMI Study  (2022)



Keep multiple options open
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Tell your story in different ways
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Build and maintain relationships
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Take risks
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Reflection Questions

● Consider what success looks like to you 

● Examine what your past experiences have told you about your values

● Revisit and revise your vision of success as it evolves 

● What have I done recently to step out of my comfort zone?

● How can I combine my skill sets to create unique opportunities?

● What skill gaps do I have? Where can I develop these?



Bio-economy Resources
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Biocareer pathways
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https://lifesciencesbc.ca/
Job Board 
Member directory
Events
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Member directory by category
Events
Work Integrated Learning
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https://medtechcanada.org/

Medical technology 

Directory

• Research Careers in Government & Industry (online)

Thursday, June 26, 12 - 1 p.m.

Register on campusBRIDGE

Bio-economy Resources

https://medtechcanada.org/
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Audience Q&A
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Skills rated very important by employers
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