
 
GFC GFC ACADEMIC PLANNING COMMITTEE 

MOTION AND FINAL DOCUMENT SUMMARY 
 

 
The following Motions and Documents were considered by the GFC Academic Planning Committee at its 
Wednesday, October 10, 2018 meeting: 
 
 

Agenda Title: Proposal for a Dual Doctoral Degree Graduate Program, University of Alberta (Faculty of 
Graduate Studies and Research and Faculty of Engineering) and Universidad Técnica Federico Santa 
María, Chile (“UTFSM”) 
 
CARRIED MOTION: THAT the GFC Academic Planning Committee approve, with delegated authority from 
General Faculties Council, the Dual Doctoral Graduate Program between the Faculty of Graduate Studies and 
Research and the Faculty of Engineering, University of Alberta, and Universidad Técnica Federico Santa 
María, Chile (“UTFSM”) as set forth in Attachment 1, to take effect upon final approval 
 
Final Item 4 
 
Agenda Title: Proposal for a Joint Doctoral Degree Graduate Program, University of Alberta (Faculty of 
Graduate Studies and Research and Faculty of Science) and Technical University of Munich, Germany 
(“TUM”) 
 
CARRIED MOTION: THAT the GFC Academic Planning Committee approve, with delegated authority from 
General Faculties Council, the Joint Doctoral Graduate Program between the Faculty of Graduate Studies and 
Research and the Faculty of Science, University of Alberta, and Technical University of Munich, Germany 
(“TUM”) as set forth in Attachment 1, to take effect upon final approval 
 
Final Item 5 
 
Agenda Title: Proposal from the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research for Program Changes to 
Graduate Programs in the Department of Secondary Education, Faculty of Education 
 
CARRIED MOTION: THAT the GFC Academic Planning Committee approve, with delegated authority from 
General Faculties Council, the proposed changes to existing Master’s and Doctoral programs in Secondary 
Education, as submitted by the Faculty of Education and the Faculty of Graduate Studies & Research, as set 
forth in Attachment 1, to take effect upon approval and published in the 2019-2020 University Calendar 
 
Final Item 6 
 
Agenda Title: Proposal from the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research for Program Changes to the 
MSc programs in Medical Sciences - Dental Hygiene, Dentistry, Oral Biology, Oral Medicine, 
Orthodontics, Periodontology, and PhD programs in Medical Sciences - Dentistry, Oral Biology, 
Orthodontics, Periodontology, in the Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry 
 
CARRIED MOTION: THAT the GFC Academic Planning Committee approve, with delegated authority from 
General Faculties Council, the proposed changes to existing MSc and PhD programs in Medical Sciences – 
Dentistry, as submitted by the Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry, and the Faculty of Graduate Studies & 
Research, as set forth in Attachment 1, to take effect upon approval 
 
Final Item 7 
 
Agenda Title: Proposal from the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research for Program Changes to the 
Master of Science in Medical Sciences – Medical Genetics and the PhD in Medical Sciences – Medical 
Genetics, Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry 
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CARRIED MOTION: THAT the GFC Academic Planning Committee approve, with delegated authority from 
General Faculties Council, the proposed changes to existing Master and Doctoral programs in Medical 
Sciences (Medical Genetics), as submitted by the Faculty of Medicine & Dentistry, and the Faculty of Graduate 
Studies & Research, as set forth in Attachment 1, to take effect upon approval 
 
Final Item 8 
 
Agenda Title: Report from the Dean, Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research, on the Name Change of 
the second level specialization for the MEd and PhD programs in the Department of Educational 
Psychology from Measurement, Evaluation and Cognition to Measurement, Evaluation and Data 
Science 
 
CARRIED MOTION: THAT the GFC Academic Planning Committee receive the report of the Dean of Graduate 
Studies and Research on approvals with authority sub-delegated from GFC Academic Planning Committee 
concerning the name change of the second level specialization in Educational Psychology from Measurement, 
Evaluation and Cognition to Measurement, Evaluation and Data Science 
 
Final Item 9 
 
Agenda Title: Proposed Sound Studies Institute in the Faculty of Arts 
 
CARRIED MOTION: THAT the GFC Academic Planning Committee, under delegated authority from General 
Faculties Council, approve the new Sound Studies Institute, as proposed by the Faculty of Arts and contained 
within Attachment 1, to be effective immediately. 
 
Final Item 10 
 
Agenda Title: Proposal from Faculty of Science to Change the Name of the Urban and Regional Planning 
Program to the School of Urban and Regional Planning 
 
CARRIED MOTION: THAT the GFC Academic Planning Committee approve, under delegated authority from 
General Faculties Council, the proposed name change of the Urban and Regional Planning Program in the 
Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences in the Faculty of Science to the School of Urban and Regional 
Planning within the Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences, to take effect upon final approval. 
 
Final Item 11 
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Governance Executive Summary 
Action Item 

Agenda Title: Proposal for a Dual Doctoral Degree Graduate Program, University of Alberta 
(Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research and Faculty of Engineering) and 
Universidad Técnica Federico Santa María, Chile (“UTFSM”) 

Motion:  THAT the GFC Academic Planning Committee approve, with delegated authority from 
General Faculties Council, the Dual Doctoral Graduate Program between the Faculty of 
Graduate Studies and Research and the Faculty of Engineering, University of Alberta, and 
Universidad Técnica Federico Santa María, Chile (“UTFSM”) as set forth in Attachment 1, 
to take effect upon final approval 

Item 
Action Requested Approval Recommendation 
Proposed by Debby Burshtyn, Interim Dean and Vice Provost, Faculty of Graduate 

Studies and Research 
Fraser Forbes, Dean of Engineering 

Presenter(s) Robert Hayes, Associate Chair, Chemical and Materials Engineering 
Janice Causgrove Dunn, Associate Dean, FGSR 

Details 
Responsibility Provost and Vice-President (Academic) 
The Purpose of the Proposal is 
(please be specific) 

For the University of Alberta’s Faculty of Engineering to offer a Dual 
Doctoral Program through an agreement with Universidad Técnica 
Federico Santa María. To contribute to the internationalization of 
graduate degree programs in Engineering through collaboration with the 
Universidad Técnica Federico Santa María and to recruit strong 
graduate students. 

Executive Summary 
(outline the specific item– and 
remember your audience)  

The agreement builds on our current MOU with Universidad Técnica 
Federico Santa María (USM) for the exchange of undergraduate 
students. We exchanged several students under that, and then started 
recruiting graduate students. USM was founded in 1926 and was the first 
Chilean university to confer a doctorate in engineering in 1962. The 
number of students coming from UTSFM is three MSc, two PhD 
students. The dual degree proposed will foster collaboration and 
encourage more students. Several faculty members have active contacts 
with USM, and we have several overlapping research interests, notably 
in mineral processing, food engineering, welding and advanced 
computational modelling. 

Discussions for the recruitment of students to come to the University of 
Alberta next year under this program have taken place with Professors 
Chad Liu and Petr Nikrityuk. As soon as the agreement is signed, 
broader scale discussion will commence. 

Supplementary Notes and 
context 
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Engagement and Routing (Include meeting dates) 
 
Consultation and Stakeholder 
Participation  
(parties who have seen the 
proposal and in what capacity) 
 
<For information on the 
protocol see the Governance 
Toolkit section Student 
Participation Protocol> 

Those who are actively participating: 
• University of Alberta International: Danielle Scott, Director, 

International Relations, and Shannon Derrick, Senior 
International Partnerships Administrator 

• Robert Hayes, Associate Chair, Chemical and Materials 
Engineering  
 

Those who have been consulted: 
• Faculty of Engineering: Dr. Jason Carey, Associate Dean 

(Programs and Planning); Dr. Ying Tsui, Associate Dean 
(Research and Internationalization) 

• FGSR: Janice Hurlburt, Governance and Policy Coordinator and 
Dr. Debby Burshtyn, then Vice-Dean: Involved throughout 
process at various points 

• Office of the Provost and Vice-President (Academic): Dr. Tammy 
Hopper, Vice-Provost (Programs) and Andrea Patrick, Acting 
Portfolio Initiatives Manager  

• Office of General Council: Darin McKinley:  
• Information and Privacy Office (IPO):  
• Risk Management Services (RMS):  

 

Those who have been informed: 
•  

Approval Route (Governance) 
(including meeting dates) 

• Faculty of Engineering Graduate Program Committee (GPC):  
• Faculty of Engineering Academic Planning Committee (APC):  
• Faculty of Engineering Executive Coordinating Council (ECC): 

July 5, 2018 
• FGSR Council: September 19, 2018 
• GFC Academic Planning Committee: October 10, 2018 

 
Strategic Alignment 
Alignment with For the Public 
Good 

Engage 
GOAL: Engage communities across our campuses, city and region, 
province, nation and the world to create reciprocal, mutually beneficial 
learning experiences, research projects, partnerships, and 
collaborations. 
OBJECTIVE 18: 
Seek, build, strengthen and sustain partnerships with local, national or 
international research agencies, governments, government ministries 
and agencies, universities, Indigenous communities, libraries, not-for-
profits, industry, business, and community organizations. 
Strategy 3: Encourage municipal, provincial, national, and international 
collaborations, partnerships, and MOUs at institutional, faculty, 
department, unit, and individual levels. 
Build 
GOAL: Build a diverse, inclusive community of exceptional students, 
faculty and staff from Alberta, Canada, and the world. 
Strategy 3: Optimize our international recruiting strategies to attract 
well-qualified international students from regions of strategic 

http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/GovernanceToolkit/Toolkit.aspx
http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/GovernanceToolkit/Toolkit.aspx
http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/GovernanceToolkit/Toolkit.aspx
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importance, and enhance services and programs to ensure their 
academic success and integration into the activities of the university  

Alignment with Institutional 
Risk Indicator [Governance 
Office] 

Enrolment management 
Student success 
Reputational 

Legislative Compliance and 
jurisdiction  

Post-Secondary Learning Act (PSLA) 
GFC Academic Planning Committee (APC) Terms of Reference 
GFC Academic Standards Committee (ASC) Terms of Reference 
UAPPOL Shared Credentials Policy 
UAPPOL Admissions Policy 
UAPPOL Academic Standing Policy 
 

 
Attachments (each to be numbered 1 - <>) 

1.  Dual Doctoral Program between the Faculty of Engineering, University of Alberta, and Universidad 
Técnica Federico Santa María, Chile 

 
Prepared by: Janice Hurlburt (Graduate Governance and Policy Coordinator), jhurlbur@ualberta.ca 
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AGREEMENT FOR A DUAL DOCTORAL DEGREE PROGRAM 
 

 

BETWEEN UNIVERSIDAD TÉCNICA FEDERICO SANTA MARÍA  
Located in Valparaíso, Chile 
(“UTFSM”) 
 

AND THE GOVERNORS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA  
as represented by the Faculty of Engineering 
Located in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
(“UAlberta”) 
 

 
Collectively referred to as the “Parties.” 
 
WHEREAS:  
 

A. The Parties to this Agreement have entered into a memorandum of 
understanding (“MoU”) that contemplates various forms of academic cooperation; 
and 

 
B. The Parties wish to formalize the terms for an Agreement under which doctoral 

students from either Party may pursue a Dual Degree Program.  
 
NOW THEREFORE in consideration of the above and other good and valuable 
consideration, the Parties agree as follows: 
 
1. DEFINITIONS 

1.1. In this Agreement: 

a) “Dual Degree Program” means a program of study under which students 
may obtain a doctoral degree in Engineering from UAlberta and in 
Engineering from UTFSM. 

At the UTFSM the engineering science doctoral programs are included in 
the “Dual Degree Program”.  

UAlberta will provide formal recognition of the completion of the Dual 
Degree Program through a notation on the transcript. There will be no 
statement on the UAlberta parchment. 

b) “Dual Degree Students” mean those students who are participating in the 
Dual Degree Program. 
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c) “Home Institution” means the institution where 
the  
student was originally admitted to a doctoral degree program in one of the 
degree programs contemplated by the Dual Degree Program. 

d) “Second Institution” means the institution which is not the Dual Degree 
Student’s Home Institution. 

2. LIAISON OFFICERS 

2.1. Each Party shall designate a liaison officer (“Liaison Officer”) who will be 
responsible for coordinating the specific aspects of the Dual Degree Program 
as well as advising and assisting students taking part in the Dual Degree 
Program. 

2.2. The designated Liaison Officers for the Agreement are: 
 
For UTFSM        For UAlberta 

Ms. Karol Trautmann Thomas Dr. Robert E Hayes 
Director of International  
Affairs Office 

Professor 

Universidad Técnica Federico Santa 
María 

Avda. España 1680, Valparaíso, Chile 
 

Department of Chemical and Materials 
Engineering 
University of Alberta 
12-233 Donadeo Innovation Centre for 
Engineering 
9211 - 116 Street NW  
Edmonton, AB T6G 1H9 
Canada 

Telephone: + 56 32 2654599 Telephone:+1-780-492-3571 
Fax: + 56 32 2654727 
E-mail : karol.trautmann@usm.cl  

Fax: +1-780-492-2881 
E-mail: bob.hayes@ualberta.ca  

 
2.3. All notices sent pursuant to this Agreement shall be sent to the above-

mentioned Liaison Officers.  The Parties agree that either Party may change its 
designated Liaison Officer by notifying the other Party in writing of such 
change. 
 

2.4. Any notice to be given by either Party pursuant to this Agreement shall be in 
writing and may be delivered by commercial courier, registered mail (unless a 
postal strike or other disruption is currently in place), facsimile machine, or e-
mail to the relevant Liaison Officer using the contact information set out above 
(or such other contact information as notified by a Party by written notice given 
in accordance with this clause).  

 
2.5. If a Party receives a message that a notice sent to an e-mail address is 

undeliverable, or that the Liaison Officer is out of the office, or if the Party has 
any other reason to believe that the delivery of a notice was ineffective, then 
the Party will send the notice using a different method. 

mailto:karol.trautmann@usm.cl
mailto:bob.hayes@ualberta.ca
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3. APPLICATION, SELECTION AND ADMISSION OF STUDENTS FOR THE DUAL 

DEGREE PROGRAM  

3.1. Every Dual Degree Student must meet the normal admission requirements of 
both Parties for the relevant degree programs in addition to any requirements 
outlined in Section 1 of Appendix A.  

3.2. A Dual Degree Student must first be admitted into a doctoral degree program 
at their Home Institution. 

3.3. To be considered for the Dual Degree Program, a student must fill out the 
relevant application form (see www.ualberta.ca/graduate-studies/prospective-
students/apply-for-admission/shared-credential-applications) and present it to 
his/her Home Institution. If the Home Institution agrees to recommend the 
student, the form will be forwarded to the Second Institution.  

3.4. The Second Institution will determine whether to admit the student into the Dual 
Degree Program at its sole discretion and will inform the Home Institution of its 
decision. 

3.5. Each Second Institution will admit up to a maximum of ten (10) Dual Degree 
Students from each Home Institution each academic year for the Dual Degree 
Program. The maximum number of students may be changed by mutual 
agreement of the Parties and shall be expressed in writing. 

4. DUAL DEGREE PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION 

4.1. Dual Degree Students will follow a program of study and research which shall 
satisfy the requirements of both Parties, including any requirements outlined in 
Section 2 of Appendix A. 

4.2. The Parties will provide an adequate orientation as well as ongoing advice and 
support to the Dual Degree Program. At UAlberta, the relevant Faculty will take 
the lead on assisting Dual Degree Students.   

4.3. Either Party may, at its sole discretion, require a Dual Degree Student to 
withdraw from the Dual Degree Program. If required to withdraw from the Dual 
Degree Program, the student will return to his/her doctoral studies at the Home 
Institution and will receive appropriate credit for work done at the Second 
Institution while in the Dual Degree Program. 

4.4. The Dual Degree Student may withdraw, at any time, from the Dual Degree 
Program, and return to his/her doctoral studies at the Home Institution. The 
student will receive appropriate credit for work done at the Second Institution 
while in the Dual Degree Program.   

4.5. At the end of a Dual Degree Student’s studies, each Party will check whether 
the Student has met the relevant degree requirements of that Party and will 
confirm to the other Party the Student’s eligibility to graduate. 
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4.6. Upon successful completion of the doctoral degree requirements of both 
Parties, each Institution will award to the Dual Degree Student the relevant 
degree of that Institution and: 

a. The Liaison Officer at UAlberta shall inform the Liaison Officer at 
UTFSM of this award; and 

b. The Liaison Officer at UTFSM shall inform the Liaison Officer at 
UAlberta of this award. 

4.7. The designations on the Dual Degree Program Student’s academic record will 
include the following: 

a. The UAlberta transcript notation will read: “Participating in a shared 
credential program offered jointly by this university and the 
Universidad Técnica Federico Santa María.” 

b. There will be no statement on the UAlberta parchment. 

5. FEES AND FINANCIAL MATTERS 

5.1. Dual Degree Students shall pay student tuition and fees to the institution at which 
they are resident at any given time.  At UAlberta, Dual Degree Students who 
are not Canadian citizens or Permanent Residents of Canada are required to 
pay at the rates for international students.  Fees are subject to change 
without notice. 

a. Dual Degree Students from UAlberta resident at UTFSM must 
maintain minimal registration at UAlberta in order to remain in good 
standing at UAlberta and shall be responsible for any associated 
costs. As of the 2017/18 academic year, this would involve registering 
in the course AGRMT 909 (Agreement) which does not assess tuition 
but requires payment of mandatory off-campus non-instructional fees. 

b. Dual Degree Students from UTFSM are not required to meet the 
three-year program fees payment requirement for doctoral degree 
students outlined in UAlberta’s Calendar in the “Minimum Units of 
Course Weight Registration Requirements” section. 

5.2. Dual Degree Students shall have sufficient personal funds to cover any and all 
expenses not covered by either institution as detailed in this Agreement. Such 
expenses include, but are not limited to: 

a. Tuition and/or other fees as required by their Home and Second 
Institution; 

b. Cost of living (including rent, food and health care costs); 
c. Recreation; 
d. Travel and transportation, including travel insurance; 
e. Text books and school supplies;  
f. All necessary visas; and 
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g. Any other expenses not specifically noted. 
 
6. HOUSING 
 
6.1. Each Second Institution shall endeavour to provide information to students 

regarding housing options, the cost of which shall be paid by the student. 
 
7. REGULATIONS GOVERNING STUDENTS 

7.1. Dual Degree Students shall be bound by the rules, regulations, and codes of 
conduct of the university or universities at which they are registered. 

7.2. Dual Degree Students shall be bound by the laws of the country in which they are 
resident.  

8. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY  

8.1. Without limiting the generality of Section 7 (“Regulations Governing Students”), the 
following guidelines and policies related to intellectual property and copyright of the 
Parties which may be amended from time to time, shall apply to Dual Degree 
Students: 

8.2. At UAlberta: 

a. Patent Policy as set out in 
https://policiesonline.ualberta.ca/policiesprocedures/policies/patent-
policy.pdf; 

b. Graduate Program Manual as set out in 
https://www.ualberta.ca/graduate-studies/about/graduate-program-
manual; and 

c. General Faculties Council (GFC) Policy 120.7 as set out in 
www.gfcpolicymanual.ualberta.ca/120UniversityCommunityRelation.a
spx. 

8.3. At UTFSM: 

a. General Regulation No. 46 of Patents Inventions, amended by Decree 
No. 16 of Rectory dated March 15, 1994 (Part II). 

b. Law 19.039 of Industrial Property. 

c. Law 17.336 of Intellectual Property. 

8.4. Notwithstanding anything else in this Agreement, a Dual Degree Student shall own 
the copyright in his/her thesis. 

 

https://policiesonline.ualberta.ca/policiesprocedures/policies/patent-policy.pdf
https://policiesonline.ualberta.ca/policiesprocedures/policies/patent-policy.pdf
https://www.ualberta.ca/graduate-studies/about/graduate-program-manual
https://www.ualberta.ca/graduate-studies/about/graduate-program-manual
http://www.gfcpolicymanual.ualberta.ca/120UniversityCommunityRelation.aspx
http://www.gfcpolicymanual.ualberta.ca/120UniversityCommunityRelation.aspx
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9. ACCESS TO INFORMATION AND PRIVACY LEGISLATION 

9.1. The parties acknowledge that UAlberta is a public body subject to the Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act (Alberta) (“FOIP”), as amended. For 
further information about FOIP see www.ipo.ualberta.ca. The Parties agree to only 
use any personal information exchanged for the purposes of this Agreement for the 
purposes of administering this Dual Degree Program. 

9.2. No personal information related to any Dual Degree Student will be released by 
UAlberta to UTFSM without the student’s prior written consent, except as permitted 
by law. Such consent will be obtained through the Shared Credentials Initial 
Approval Form or in such other form as UAlberta may provide from time to time. 

10. CONFIDENTIALITY 

10.1. Each Party who receives any information from the other marked “Confidential” 
(“Confidential Information”), will take reasonable steps to protect its 
confidentiality, will not disclose to any third party such Confidential Information 
without the prior written consent of the other Party, and will only use such 
Confidential Information for the purposes contemplated in this Agreement.  For 
the purposes of this Agreement, Confidential Information shall not include 
information that is or becomes part of the public domain through no act of the 
receiving Party, that was in the receiving Party’s possession before receipt from 
the disclosing party, that was rightfully received by the receiving Party from a 
third party without a duty of confidentiality, or information that is required to be 
disclosed under any applicable law or by order of a court. 

11. GOVERNING LAW  

This agreement is based on the common trust and good faith of the parties. In 
case of disputes, the Parties shall make their best efforts to obtain an amicable 
resolution. In case the Parties do not reach a resolution through bilateral talks, 
the following rules shall apply: 

I. If the dispute relates to an incident that occurred in Canada, then the matter 
shall be heard in the Alberta courts and the laws of Alberta shall apply; 

II. If the dispute relates to an incident that occurred in Chile, then the matter 
shall be heard in the courts of Valparaíso, Chile and the laws of Chile shall 
apply; 

III. If the dispute does not relate to an incident that occurred in either location, 
then the courts and laws of the party that is the defendant in the lawsuit 
shall apply. 

 

 

http://www.ipo.ualberta.ca/
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12. LIABILITY AND INDEMNIFICATION  

12.1. Each party ("Indemnifying Party") will: 

• be liable to the other party ("Indemnified Party") for; and 
• indemnify and hold harmless the Indemnified Party from and against: 

any and all liabilities, damages, costs, claims, suits or actions, loss, injury, death, 
or damage to any third party (including students) occasioned by or as a result of 
the negligent acts, willful misconduct or breach of obligations assumed under this 
Agreement by the Indemnifying Party or their employees, officers, agents, 
students, and contractors. 

Notwithstanding the above, in no event will either Party be liable for any indirect, 
consequential, or incidental claims incurred by any Indemnified Party in respect 
of this Agreement. 

 
13. INSURANCE 

 
Each Indemnifying Party shall purchase, provide and maintain at its own expense during 
the term of this Agreement, General Liability Insurance with coverage and limits that 
would be sufficient to meet each Indemnifying Party's obligations herein. 

 
14. SURVIVAL 
 
14.1. All provisions relating to the nature of the relationship, indemnity, insurance, 

payment, confidentiality, and other obligations and provisions, the performance of 
which by their nature extends beyond the termination of this Agreement, shall 
continue in full force and effect following the effective date of such termination. 

 
15. COUNTERPARTS  

 
15.1. This Agreement may be executed in any number of counterparts or duplicates, 

each of which shall be an original, and such counterparts or duplicates shall 
together constitute one and the same agreement. 

 
16. COMING INTO FORCE, TERMINATION, AND AMENDMENTS 

 
16.1. This Agreement shall come into force and effect from the date on which the last 

Party endorses the Agreement, and shall continue in effect for a period of five (5) 
years unless terminated in accordance with the terms of the Agreement (the 
“Term”). 
 

16.2. The Parties shall review the Dual Degree Program in the fifth year of this 
Agreement, and every five years thereafter, to ensure that it still meets the 
Parties’ principles and adds value to UTFSM and UAlberta respectively. 
 

16.3. Either Party may terminate the Agreement on twelve (12) months written notice 
to the other Party. Upon receipt of such notice, no additional students will be 
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admitted to the Dual Degree Program. Students already in the Dual Degree 
Program will be given reasonable time to complete their studies. 

 
16.4. The Agreement may be amended or extended by the mutual written consent of 

the Parties. 
 

17. GENERAL 
 

17.1. This Agreement, including its Appendices, contains the whole agreement 
between the Parties and no understandings, representations or agreements, oral 
or otherwise, exist between the Parties with respect to the subject matter of this 
Agreement, except as expressly set out in this Agreement. 
 

17.2. If any provision of this Agreement is found to be invalid or unenforceable to any 
extent, the remainder of this Agreement will not be affected or impaired thereby 
and will remain valid and enforceable to the extent permitted by law. 

 
17.3. Nothing in this Agreement shall make the relationship between the Parties one of 

partnership, joint venture or employment. Nothing in this Agreement constitutes 
authority for one Party to make commitments which bind the other Party or to 
otherwise act on behalf of such other Party. 

 
17.4. The rights and obligations of the Parties hereunder shall not be assigned or 

assignable, in whole or in part, by either Party. The terms of this Agreement shall 
ensure to the benefit and be binding upon the successors of each party. 

 
17.5. Neither party will use, nor shall it permit any person employed by it to use, 

identifying marks of the other Party, other than with the written consent of such 
other party, which may be arbitrarily withheld. 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF the duly authorized officers of the Parties have executed and 
delivered this Agreement on the dates indicated below. 
 
Signed for and on behalf of Signed for and on behalf of 
UNIVERSIDAD TÉCNICA THE GOVERNORS OF THE  
FEDERICO SANTA MARÍA UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA  
 
the_____ day of __________ 2018. the _____ day of ________ 2018. 
 
 
 
__________________________ ___________________________ 
Dr. Darcy Fuenzalida O´Shee Dr. Steven Dew 
Rector Provost and Vice-President (Academic) 
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 the _____ day of ________ 2018. 
 
 
 
 ___________________________ 
 Dr. Fraser Forbes 
 Dean, Faculty of Engineering 
 
 the _____ day of ________ 2018. 
 
 
 
 ___________________________ 
 Dr. Debby Burshtyn 

Interim Dean, Faculty of Graduate 
Studies and Research 
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APPENDIX A 
 

1. Application, Selection, and Admission of Students: 
 

1.1. In order to be considered for participation in the Dual Degree Program, a 
potential Dual Degree Student whose Home Institution is UTFSM must 
meet the standard admission requirements of the relevant UAlberta 
Engineering department and the Faculty of Graduate Studies and 
Research.   

 
1.2. All Dual Degree Program applications received by UAlberta are subject to 

approval by the Associate Chair (Graduate Studies) of the relevant 
Engineering department. 

 
1.3. In order to be considered for participation in the Dual Degree Program, a 

potential Dual Degree Student whose Home Institution is UAlberta must 
meet the standard admission requirements of the relevant UTFSM 
Engineering department and the Dirección General de Investigación 
Innovación y Postgrado.   

 
2. Dual Degree Program Requirements and Administration: 

2.1. Physical Residency Requirements:  

a) Dual Degree Students must spend at least one (1) academic term at 
their Home Institution before attending the Second Institution.  

b) UAlberta’s physical residency requirements for Dual Degree Students 
are as stipulated for doctoral students in UAlberta’s Calendar in the 
appropriate Graduate Program section. 

c) UTFSM’s physical residency requirements for Dual Degree Students 
are as stipulated for doctoral students in the Reglamento General 
nº47 “Reglamento General de los Estudios de Postgrado” and 
“Reglamento de Graduación para grados de Magíster y Doctor”. 

2.2. Academic Program Requirements:  
 

a) Dual Degree Students will follow a program of study and research 
which shall satisfy the standard degree requirements of both Parties.  

b) At UAlberta, the final study program for each Dual Degree Student will 
be subject to approval by the Associate Chair (Graduate Studies) in 
the relevant Engineering department and it must follow regulations 
established in the graduate studies manual for the relevant 
department in the Faculty of Engineering. 
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2.3. Ethics Requirements: In accordance with UAlberta policy, every Dual 
Degree Student must meet UAlberta’s ethics and academic integrity 
training requirements set by the UAlberta Faculty of Graduate Studies and 
Research. Further information regarding those requirements can be found 
here: https://uofa.ualberta.ca/graduate-studies/current-students/academic-
requirements/ethics. Additionally, Dual Degree Students must follow all 
UAlberta policies and procedures relating to research involving either 
human participants or animals.   
 

2.4. Professional Development Requirement: In accordance with UAlberta 
policy, every Dual Degree Student must meet UAlberta's professional 
development requirements set by the UAlberta Faculty of Graduate Studies 
and Research. Further information regarding those requirements can be 
found here: https://www.ualberta.ca/graduate-studies/professional-
development/professional-development-requirement.  

2.5. Supervision: In accordance with UAlberta policy, every Dual Degree 
Student in a thesis-based program must have a supervisor at each 
institution while in the Dual Degree Program.  

2.6. Doctoral Supervisory Committee:  

a) Every doctoral Dual Degree Student must have a supervisory 
committee of at least three (3) members, including the supervisors at 
both Parties.  

b) At the end of each academic year, the supervisory committee will 
review the Dual Degree Student’s progress. 

2.7. Required Examinations:  

a) Every Dual Degree Student must pass a doctoral candidacy 
examination before they can proceed to final thesis defense. The 
structure of the candidacy examination will be in accordance with 
UAlberta policies 
(http://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=6&navoid=843). The 
Dual Degree Student must complete the candidacy examination at 
their Home Institution with all the supervisors attending in person or 
by teleconference. 

b) Every Dual Degree Student must successfully prepare and defend a 
thesis before an examining committee that is set up in accordance 
with the relevant policies of both Parties unless otherwise stated in 
this Agreement.  A copy of the thesis defence regulations of each 
Party is attached at Appendix B. The Dual Degree Student must 
complete the thesis defense at their Home Institution with all the 
supervisors attending in person or by teleconference. 

 
 

https://uofa.ualberta.ca/graduate-studies/current-students/academic-requirements/ethics
https://uofa.ualberta.ca/graduate-studies/current-students/academic-requirements/ethics
https://www.ualberta.ca/graduate-studies/professional-development/professional-development-requirement
https://www.ualberta.ca/graduate-studies/professional-development/professional-development-requirement
http://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=6&navoid=843
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APPENDIX B 
 

THESIS DEFENCE REGULATIONS 
 
 

AT THE UTFSM 

Thesis evaluation 

1. Once the written thesis is submitted by the student, the Director of the 
Program shall gather a Thesis Committee and inform the Graduate 
Department. The Thesis Committee shall be formed by at least:  

• a professor / researcher designated by the Program Committee, who may 
or may not be an academic from the Program. 

• a professor / researcher external to the institutions involved, expert in the 
area, designated by the Committee of Coordination and Development of 
Research and Graduate Studies, who is proposed by the Program 
Committee. 

• The Director (Supervisor) of the Thesis 

The Director of the Program will designate the President of the Committee from 
the members of the Committee. This responsibility cannot be held by the Director 
of the Thesis. 

 

2. There will be a Graduation Book for each Graduate Program, in which the 
Thesis Committee will register the development, partial and final marks of the 
Thesis Defence. 

 

3. Functions of the Thesis Committee: 

To approve, reject and decide on any possible modifications regarding the thesis 
within a maximum period of one (1) month after the written thesis has been 
submitted and request the presence of the student during the process if 
necessary. 

To proceed with the defence of the thesis within a maximum period of one (1) 
month from the time of the written Thesis’ approval, recording on the Protocol 
Thesis Defence book. 
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4. The Thesis Defense is public, it shall be announced by the Director of the 
Program within at least seven (7) working days in advance and will consist of 
a presentation and an oral defense of the thesis. The Thesis Committee will 
evaluate the written thesis and the oral defense. 

 

5. The student must pass the Thesis Defense with a mark greater or equal to 
85, on a scale from 0 to 100. If the mark is lower than 85, the Thesis 
Committee, within five (5) business days after the thesis defense, will 
determine if an additional chance to defend the thesis is granted or not. 

 

6. The resolution of the Thesis Committee will be validated and announced by 
the Director of the Program to the Graduate Department. 

 

7. The General Director of Research and Graduate Studies will be responsible 
for answering questions that may arise from the interpretation of the 
regulations, assessed by the Committee of Coordination and Development of 
Research and Graduate Studies. 

 

AT UALBERTA: 

A point-in-time copy of UAlberta’s thesis defense regulations can be found 
attached. The current regulations can be found in UAlberta’s Calendar at: 
http://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=6&navoid=843#conduct-of-
examinations. 

 

 

 

http://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=6&navoid=843#conduct-of-examinations
http://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=6&navoid=843#conduct-of-examinations


FINAL Item No. 5 

GFC ACADEMIC PLANNING COMMITTEE 
For the Meeting of October 10, 2018 

Governance Executive Summary 
Action Item 

Agenda Title: Proposal for a Joint Doctoral Degree Graduate Program, University of Alberta 
(Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research and Faculty of Science) and Technical 
University of Munich, Germany (“TUM”) 

Motion:  THAT the GFC Academic Planning Committee approve, with delegated authority from 
General Faculties Council, the Joint Doctoral Graduate Program between the Faculty of 
Graduate Studies and Research and the Faculty of Science, University of Alberta, and 
Technical University of Munich, Germany (“TUM”) as set forth in Attachment 1, to take effect 
upon final approval 

Item 
Action Requested Approval Recommendation 
Proposed by Debby Burshtyn, Interim Dean and Vice Provost, Faculty of Graduate 

Studies and Research 
Frank Marsiglio, Interim Dean, Faculty of Science 

Presenter(s) Renée Elio, Professor, Department of  Computing Science 
Janice Causgrove Dunn, Associate Dean, Faculty of Graduate Studies 
and Research 

Details 
Responsibility Provost and Vice-President (Academic) 
The Purpose of the Proposal is 
(please be specific) 

For the University of Alberta’s Faculty of Science to offer a Joint Doctoral 
Program through an agreement with Technical University of Munich, 
Germany.  To contribute to the internationalization of graduate degree 
programs in Science through collaboration with the Technical University 
of Munich, Germany and to recruit strong graduate students. 

Executive Summary 
(outline the specific item– and 
remember your audience)  

The Technical University of Munich (TUM) is one of Germany’s leading 
universities and one of the top fifty universities worldwide, as determined 
by Academic Ranking of World Universities (2016 rank: 47th) and the 
Times Higher Education University Ranking (2018 rank: 41st).  Home to 
approximately 41000 students and 550 academic staff, TUM has 14 
‘departments’ and ‘schools’ (corresponding to what UofA would term 
faculties): architecture; life sciences; chemistry; civil, geo, and 
environmental engineering; electrical and computer engineering; 
informatics; mathematics; mechanical engineering; medicine; physics; 
sport and health sciences; education; governance; and management. Its 
2017 university budget was 1.451 billion Euros; 2017 external funding 
amounted to 331.6 million Euros. TUM has been one of Germany’s 
“Universities of Excellence” since that program began in 2006 and has 
been highly successful in securing considerable research funding 
through Germany’s “Clusters of Excellence” in the domains of natural 
sciences, life sciences, medicine, and engineering.  In 2016, TUM 
awarded approximately 1000 doctoral degrees. 

Germany has been a strategic focus for the University of Alberta’s 
international initiatives for many years. The proposed joint doctoral 
degree program is built on a foundation of formal strategic partnerships 
between researchers within Faculty of Science and TUM, partnerships 
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with a track record of innovative training and research opportunities for 
graduate students.   The Alberta – Bavarian Research Network (ABBY-
NET) received funding from the Government of Alberta and the State of 
Bavaria between 2012-2018 as an interdisciplinary research and training 
initiative, with a focus on student exchange and training opportunities. Its 
signature  training element was a graduate student ‘summer school’ 
program, alternating between Bavaria and Alberta, which introduced 
students to interdisciplinary approaches for energy and environment 
research that leveraged computing and data analytics technologies. 
Faculty of Science researchers from the Department of Computing 
Science and the Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences 
participated in this initiative.  In 2015, the Alberta/Technical University of 
Munich (ATUMS) International Graduate School in Functional Materials 
was established as a collaborative graduate training program lead by the 
Department of Chemistry and funded jointly by the Natural Sciences and 
Engineering Research Council (NSERC) in Canada, under their 
CREATE program training envelope, and the DFG (German Research 
Foundation) in Germany.  The ATUMS program includes impacts 
graduate students in both the Department of Chemistry and the 
Department of Physics. 
 
In sum, there is an established and active track record of graduate 
student mobility and training between Faculty of Science research 
groups and departments, and their counterparts at TUM.  The proposed 
joint doctoral degree program provides an opportunity for doctoral 
students at each institution to have a shared credential that reflects the 
unique collaborative learning and training experience that TUM and the 
Faculty of Science can offer.  This joint doctoral degree will allow the 
Faculty of Science to sustain and enhance its relationship with TUM.   
Future amendments to this agreement, with approval by TUM, can 
extend the joint doctoral degree to include doctoral programs offered by 
other units at the University of Alberta.  
 
The proposed joint doctoral degree program aligns with the 
commitments and objectives stated in the UAPPOL Shared Credential 
Policy. Its operational implementation follows procedures established by 
the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research and by the UAPPOL 
Parchment Procedure under the oversight of the Office of the Registrar. 
 

Supplementary Notes and 
context 

A proposal will come forward to GFC Executive Committee to include the 
name of both institutions on the parchment for the proposed joint 
doctoral degree.  

 
Engagement and Routing (Include meeting dates) 
 
Consultation and Stakeholder 
Participation  
(parties who have seen the 
proposal and in what capacity) 
 
<For information on the 
protocol see the Governance 
Toolkit section Student 

Those who are actively participating: 
• University of Alberta International: Danielle Scott, Director, 

International Relations, and Shannon Derrick, Senior 
International Partnerships Administrator 

Those who have been consulted: 
• FGSR: Janice Hurlburt, Governance and Policy Coordinator and 

Dr. Debby Burshtyn, Vice-DeanUAlberta International: Involved 
throughout the process 

• Office of the Provost and Vice-President (Academic): Dr. Tammy 

http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/GovernanceToolkit/Toolkit.aspx
http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/GovernanceToolkit/Toolkit.aspx
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Participation Protocol> Hopper, Vice-Provost (Programs) and Andrea Patrick, Acting 

Portfolio Initiatives Manager  
• Office of General Council: Darin McKinley, Legal Counsel. 

Reviewed agreement and advised on sections pertaining to 
privacy, data legislation, and confidentiality, June 2018. 

• Information and Privacy Office (IPO): No particular issues needed 
to be raised with them 

• Insurance and Risk Assessment, Cathy Myles, Director. 
Reviewed agreement and advised on sections related to 
insurance, July 2018 
 

Those who have been informed: 
•  

Approval Route (Governance) 
(including meeting dates) 

• Faculty of Science Council:  by delegated authority to the Faculty 
of Science Chairs Council, September 6, 2018  

• FGSR Council: September 19, 2018 
• GFC Academic Planning Committee: October 10, 2018 
• GFC Executive Committee: October 15, 2018 (for parchment 

wording) 
 

Strategic Alignment 
Alignment with For the Public 
Good 

Engage 
GOAL: Engage communities across our campuses, city and region, 
province, nation and the world to create reciprocal, mutually beneficial 
learning experiences, research projects, partnerships, and 
collaborations. 
OBJECTIVE 18: 
Seek, build, strengthen and sustain partnerships with local, national or 
international research agencies, governments, government ministries 
and agencies, universities, Indigenous communities, libraries, not-for 
profits, industry, business, and community organizations. 
Strategy 3: Encourage municipal, provincial, national, and international 
collaborations, partnerships, and MOUs at institutional, faculty, 
department, unit, and individual levels. 
Build 
GOAL: Build a diverse, inclusive community of exceptional students, 
faculty and staff from Alberta, Canada, and the world. 
Strategy 3: Optimize our international recruiting strategies to attract well-
qualified international students from regions of strategic importance, and 
enhance services and programs to ensure their academic success and 
integration into the activities of the university.  

Alignment with Institutional 
Risk Indicator [Governance 
Office] 

Enrolment Management 
Student Success 
Reputation 

Legislative Compliance and 
jurisdiction  

Post-Secondary Learning Act (PSLA) 
GFC Academic Planning Committee (APC) Terms of Reference 
GFC Academic Standards Committee (ASC) Terms of Reference 
UAPPOL Shared Credentials Policy 
UAPPOL Admissions Policy 
UAPPOL Academic Standing Policy 
UAPPOL Degrees Policy – Parchment Procedure 

http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/GovernanceToolkit/Toolkit.aspx
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Attachments (each to be numbered 1 - <>) 

1.  Joint Doctoral agreement, Science and Technical University of Munich, Germany, Calendar change 
request 

 
Prepared by: Janice Hurlburt, Graduate Governance and Policy Coordinator, jhurlbur@ualberta.ca 
   Renée Elio, Professor Emeritus, Department of Computing Science, and Special Advisor to the  
   Dean of Science, renee.elio@ualberta.ca 
 

 
 

mailto:jhurlbur@ualberta.ca


run 

FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT FOR A JOINT DOCTORAL PROGRAM 

BETWEEN TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY OF MUNICH 
Located in Munich, Germany 

AND 

("TUM") 

THE GOVERNORS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 
AS REPRESENTED BY THE FACULTY OF SCIENCE 
Located in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
("UAlberta") 

Collectively referred to as the "Parties." 

WHEREAS: 

A. The Parties to this Agreement have entered into a memorandum of understanding (·MoU")
that contemplates various forms of academic cooperation; and

B. The Parties wish to formalize the general terms for an Agreement under which doctoral
candidates from either Party may pursue a Joint Doctoral Program.

NOW THEREFORE in consideration of the above and other good and valuable consideration, the 
Parties agree as follows: 

1. DEFINITIONS

In this Agreement: 

1.1. "Participating Candidates" mean those doctoral degree candidates who are participating in 
the Joint Doctoral Program. 

1.2. "Joint Doctoral Program" means a program of study and research under which a 
candidate may obtain either a doctoral degree from UAlberta through a doctoral program 
offered by the Faculty of Science or a doctoral degree from TUM. In each instance, the 
degree will be granted exclusively by the Home Institution, and the Home Institution will 
provide formal recognition of the completion of the Joint Doctoral Program through a 
notation on the transcript and on the parchment. At TUM, the Joint Doctoral Program will 
be referred to as an "Extended Joint Doctoral Supervision Program". 

1.3. "Home Institution" means the institution where the candidate was originally admitted to a 
doctoral degree program in one of the degree programs covered by the Joint Doctoral 
Program. The "Home Institution" provides the Participating Candidate's main doctoral 
supervisor. 















































































































































FINAL  Item No. 6 

GFC ACADEMIC PLANNING COMMITTEE 
For the Meeting of October 10, 2018 

Governance Executive Summary 
Action Item 

Agenda Title: Proposal from the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research for Program Changes to 
the Master’s and Doctoral Programs in Secondary Education, Faculty of Education 

Motion:  THAT the GFC Academic Planning Committee approve, with delegated authority from 
General Faculties Council, the proposed changes to existing Master’s and Doctoral 
programs in Secondary Education, as submitted by the Faculty of Education and the Faculty 
of Graduate Studies & Research, as set forth in Attachment 1, to take effect upon approval 
and published in the 2019-2020 University Calendar 

Item 
Action Requested Approval Recommendation  
Proposed by Jennifer Tupper, Dean, Faculty of Education 

Deborah Burshtyn, Interim Dean and Vice Provost, Faculty of Graduate 
Studies and Research 

Presenter(s) Bonita Watt, Associate Chair, Department of Secondary Education 
Janice Causgrove Dunn, Associate Dean, Faculty of Graduate Studies 
and Research 

Details 
Responsibility Provost and Vice-President (Academic) 
The Purpose of the Proposal is 
(please be specific) 

To ensure that all program requirement for the Master and Doctoral 
programs in the Faculty of Education are reflected in the University 
Calendar. 

Executive Summary 
(outline the specific item– and 
remember your audience)  

In 2017/18, the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research embarked on 
a project to ensure that the regulations and requirements of all graduate 
programs were appropriately reflected in the University Calendar. 

Historically, this information was contained in annually approved 
departmental guidelines and, with the increased use of websites, much 
of this information moved over to that platform. It was recognized that 
websites provide accessibility for students and flexibility for programs; 
however, as a means of tracking date sensitive information, websites are 
not considered to be ideal. As such, all graduate programs are reviewing 
their documents and will be coming forward with additions and 
modifications to Calendar entries to ensure compliance with the FGSR 
guidelines. 

The Master of Education, EdD and PhD in Secondary Education 
calendar revisions reflect current practice as published in the 
Department of Secondary Education Graduate Program Handbook 
2018-2019 and are highlighted in yellow in Attachment 1. 

The entire proposal as submitted has received Faculty of Education 
approval. FGSR delegated authority to teaching Faculty for program 
changes.  

Supplementary Notes and 
context 

All revisions to entrance requirements and/or academic standing will be 
considered for approval by the Academic Standards Committee, with 
delegated authority from GFC, on October 18, 2018. 

The Specialization in Technology in Education is a second level 
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specialization, approved by the Dean of the Faculty of Graduate Studies 
& Research in 2008, with delegated authority, and is now being added 
for publication in the 2019-2020 University Calendar. 

 
 
 
Engagement and Routing (Include meeting dates) 
 
Consultation and Stakeholder 
Participation  
(parties who have seen the 
proposal and in what capacity) 
 
<For information on the 
protocol see the Governance 
Toolkit section Student 
Participation Protocol> 

Those who are actively participating: 
• Cathy Adams 
• Elaine Simmt, Associate Dean, Faculty of Education 
• Van Dam, Prospective Graduate Students Advisor & EA to 

Associate Dean (Graduate Studies), Faculty of Education 
Those who have been consulted: 

• Maria Chia (Graduate Calendar project specialist), Janice 
Hurlburt, Graduate Governance and Policy Coordinator, Faculty of 
Graduate Studies and Research 

Those who have been informed: 
 

Approval Route (Governance) 
(including meeting dates) 

Graduate Academic Affairs Committee October 1, 2018 (with delegated 
authority from Education Faculty Council) 
GFC ASC-SOS, October 4, 2018 
GFC ASC, October 18, 2018 
GFC Academic Planning Committee (for program requirements) 

 
Strategic Alignment 
Alignment with For the Public 
Good 

OBJECTIVE 21: 
Encourage continuous improvement in administrative, governance, 
planning and stewardship systems, procedures, and policies that enable 
students, faculty, staff, and the institution as a whole to achieve shared 
strategic goals. 
  

Alignment with Institutional 
Risk Indicator 

Student Success 
 

Legislative Compliance and 
jurisdiction  

Post-Secondary Learning Act (PSLA) 
UAPPOL Admissions Policy 
UAPPOL Academic Standing Policy 
GFC Academic Standards Committee (ASC) Terms of Reference 
GFC Academic Planning Committee (APC) Terms of Reference 
 

 
Attachments (each to be numbered 1 - <>) 

1.  Secondary Education graduate programs, Calendar change request 
 
Prepared by: Janice Hurlburt, Graduate Governance and Policy Coordinator, jhurlbur@ualberta.ca 
 

 
 

 

http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/GovernanceToolkit/Toolkit.aspx
http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/GovernanceToolkit/Toolkit.aspx
http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/GovernanceToolkit/Toolkit.aspx


Killam Centre for Advanced Studies 
2-29 Triffo Hall Edmonton AB Canada  T6G 2E1 

Tel: 780.492.2816 / Fax: 780.492.0692 
www.gradstudies.ualberta.ca  

1 
 

FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES AND RESEARCH 
 

 
Highlighted sections for review/approval by Academic Planning Committee (APC) 
 
2019-2020 University of Alberta Proposed Calendar Graduate Program Changes:  
 

Current Proposed  

Secondary Education [Graduate] 
Department of Secondary Education 
551 Education South 
University of Alberta 
Edmonton, Alberta T6G 2G5 
E-mail: edsegrad@ualberta.ca 
uab.ca/secondary 
 
General Information 
The Department of Secondary Education offers programs 
leading to the Master of Education, Doctor of Philosophy 
and Doctor of Education degrees. Graduate instruction in 
these programs is designed to develop competencies as 
master teachers, educators in the specific disciplines, 
curriculum and instruction specialists, and curriculum 
and instruction scholars. 
 
 
Graduate programs in the Department normally include 
advanced studies in the following areas: curriculum 
studies, curriculum perspectives, modes of inquiry, 
aboriginal and indigenous studies, career and technology 
studies (CTS), English language arts education, fine arts 
and media education, mathematics education, physical 
and health education, research methodologies, science 
education, second language and ESL, social studies 
education, teacher education, and technology in education 
(interdepartmental MEd). Programs of an 
interdisciplinary nature are possible. Programs for each 
student are designed in consultation with an advisor or 
supervisor.  
 
Before applying for admission, it is strongly 
recommended that applicants ascertain whether the 
intended area of study is congruent with those of the 
department. It is also recommended that prospective 
students contact professors in their area of interest to 
determine availability and interest. This information may 
be found at the Department of Secondary Education's web 
page (uab.ca/secondary). 
 
Applications for admission are conducted on line through 

Secondary Education [Graduate] 
Department of Secondary Education 
551 Education South 
University of Alberta 
Edmonton, Alberta T6G 2G5 
E-mail: edsegrad@ualberta.ca 
uab.ca/secondary 
 
General Information 
The Department of Secondary Education offers programs 
leading to the Master of Education, Master of Education 
with a Specialization in Technology in Education, Doctor 
of Philosophy and Doctor of Education degrees. Graduate 
instruction in these programs is designed to develop 
competencies as master teachers, educators in the specific 
disciplines, curriculum and instruction specialists, and 
curriculum and instruction scholars. 
 
Graduate programs in the Department normally include 
advanced studies in the following areas: curriculum 
studies, curriculum perspectives, modes of inquiry, 
aboriginal and indigenous studies, career and technology 
studies (CTS), English language arts education, fine arts 
and media education, mathematics education, physical 
and health education, research methodologies, science 
education, second language and ESL, social studies 
education, teacher education, and technology in education 
(interdepartmental MEd). Programs of an 
interdisciplinary nature are possible. Programs for each 
student are designed in consultation with an advisor or 
supervisor.  
 
Before applying for admission, it is strongly 
recommended that applicants ascertain whether the 
intended area of study is congruent with those of the 
department. It is also recommended that prospective 
students contact professors in their area of interest to 
determine availability and interest. This information may 
be found at the Department of Secondary Education's web 
page (uab.ca/secondary). 
 
Applications for admission are conducted on line through 
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the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research web page 
(www.gradstudies.ualberta.ca) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Entrance Requirements 
The Department's minimum admission requirements for 
the master's program are an undergraduate degree with 
an average of 3.0 in the last two years of undergraduate 
work (or graduate work) at the University of Alberta, or 
an equivalent qualification from a recognized institution, 
and two years teaching experience or equivalent. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Admission requirements for the doctoral programs are an 
approved master's degree with an average of at least 3.5 
or equivalent.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In addition, it is highly recommended that applicants have 
two years teaching experience or equivalent experience in 
a formal or informal educational context. 
 
 
In the case of both master's and doctoral programs, 
international applicants from non-English speaking 
institutions must have a minimum TOEFL score of 580 
(paper-based), 237 (computer-based), or a total score of 
93 with a score of at least 24 on speaking and writing and 
20 on reading and listening (internet-based). Other 
acceptable examinations include IELTS with a minimum 
overall band score of 7.0, with at least 6.5 on each band; 
MELAB with a minimum score of 90; CAEL with an overall 
minimum score of 70, with at least 60 on each subtest; or 
PTE (Academic) with an overall minimum score of 64. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research web page 
(www.gradstudies.ualberta.ca) 
 
Additional information about graduate programs, policies, 
and procedures can be found in the Department of 
Secondary Education’s Graduate Student Handbook.  
 
 
Entrance Requirements 
For master’s programs, the Department’s minimum 
admission requirements are an undergraduate degree 
with an admission GPA of at least 3.0 on the 4-point scale 
from the University of Alberta, or an equivalent 
qualification and standing from a recognized institution. 
The admission GPA will be calculated on the last 60 of 
graded coursework completed, or on the equivalent of the 
last two years of full-time graded coursework. 
 
It is recommended that applicants identify an academic 
advisor at the time of application. Two years teaching 
experience or equivalent are also required. 
 
For doctoral programs, the Department’s minimum 
admission requirements are a master’s degree with an 
admission GPA of at least 3.5 on the 4-point scale from the 
University of Alberta, or an equivalent qualification and 
standing from a recognized institution. The admission 
GPA will be calculated on the last 60 of graded 
coursework completed, or on the equivalent of the last 
two years of full-time graded coursework.  
 
Applicants are required to identify a potential supervisor 
at the time of application. It is highly recommended that 
applicants have two years teaching experience or 
equivalent experience in a formal or informal educational 
context. 
 
Where applicable, applicants must provide proof of 
English Language Proficiency (refer to English Language 
Requirement). Any one of the following is acceptable:  

• a minimum TOEFL score of 237 (computer-
based), or a total score of 93 with a score of at 
least 24 on speaking and writing and 20 on 
reading and listening (internet-based), or 
equivalent; 

• IELTS with a minimum overall band score of 7.0, 
with at least 6.5 on each band;  

• MELAB with a minimum score of 90;  
• CAEL with an overall minimum score of 70, with 

at least 60 on each subtest;  
• PTE (Academic) with an overall minimum score 

of 64. 
 
A current curriculum vitae, a statement of intent, and 
three letters of reference are also required. Further 

http://www.gradstudies.ualberta.ca/
http://www.gradstudies.ualberta.ca/
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#english-language-requirement
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#english-language-requirement
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Financial Assistance 
A number of graduate assistantships are available to 
qualified candidates for the EdD or PhD in Secondary 
Education for services rendered in the Department's 
research and teaching programs. These assistantships do 
not provide full support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Graduate Program Requirements 
 
The Degree of MEd (Secondary Education) 
[Graduate]     

 
Both thesis-based and course-based Master of Education 
programs are available through the Department. 
 
Program Requirements 
 
 
Students in the course-based MEd program normally 
must successfully complete ★27 of graduate-level 
courses and a final capping exercise (equivalent to ★3).  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

details about applying for programs can be found on the 
Department of Secondary Education website.  
 
Application Deadlines 
 
For Fall (September) or Summer (July) admissions, the 
following deadlines apply: 
PhD and EdD: November 1 for funding and scholarship 
consideration 
PhD and EdD: February 1 without funding 
MEd (course-based): March 1 
MEd (thesis-based): March 1 
 
Financial Assistance 
A number of graduate assistantships are available to 
qualified candidates for the EdD or PhD in Secondary 
Education for services rendered in the Department's 
research and teaching programs. These assistantships do 
not provide full support. 
 
There are a number of financial supports available to 
students through fellowships, scholarships, and awards 
through the Faculty of Education, the Faculty of Graduate 
Studies and Research (FGSR), and the Graduate Students 
Association.  
 
 
Graduate Program Requirements 
 
The Degree of MEd (Secondary Education) 
[Graduate]     

 
Both thesis-based and course-based Master of Education 
programs are available through the Department. 
 
Program Requirements 
 
Course-based MEd 
Students in the course-based MEd program normally 
must successfully complete ★27 of graduate-level 
courses and a final research/capping exercise (equivalent 
to ★3) for a total of ★30.  
 
Required Courses (★9): 

• EDSE 503 Curriculum Foundations 
• EDSE 504 Curriculum Inquiry  
• EDSE 510 Research Methods in Secondary 

Education  
 
Elective Courses (★18): 

• Students will take six ★3 Elective Courses. 
Elective Courses in the course-based MEd 
program will be determined in consultation with 

https://www.ualberta.ca/secondary-education/graduate-programs/how-to-apply


4 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students in the thesis-based MEd program normally must 
successfully complete ★21 of graduate-level courses, as 
well as preparing and defending a thesis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

the academic advisor with consideration for 
student’s academic background and 
requirements for the proposed capping exercise.  

• The number of Individual Study (EDSE 502) 
courses that can be taken is limited to 3 per 
semester and 6 per program. 

 
Capping Exercise 

• EDSE 900 (Research/Capping Exercise) 
 
 
Ethics requirement for course-based MEd  
Completion of ethics training hours. Department Ethics 
component (equivalent to 8 hours) through successful 
completion of EDSE 510 and EDSE 900 plus FGSR 
component.  
 
 
Thesis-based MEd 
Students in the thesis-based MEd program normally must 
successfully complete ★21 of graduate-level courses, as 
well as preparing and defending a thesis. 
 
Required Courses (★12): 

• EDSE 503 Curriculum Foundations 
• EDSE 504 Curriculum Inquiry  
• EDSE 510 Research Methods in Secondary 

Education 
• EDSE 511- Research Design in Secondary 

Education 
 
Elective Courses (★9): 

• Students will take three ★3 Elective Courses. 
Elective Courses in the thesis-based MEd 
program will be determined in consultation with 
the supervisor with consideration for the 
student’s academic background and proposed 
thesis.  

• The number of Individual Study (EDSE 502) 
courses that can be taken is limited to 3 per 
semester and 6 per program. 

 
Thesis 

• Registration in 900-level THES. 
 
 
Ethics requirement for thesis-based MEd 
Completion of ethics training hours. Department Ethics 
component (equivalent to 8 hours) through successful 
completion of EDSE 510 and EDSE 511 plus FGSR 
component.  
 
 
 



5 
 

 
There is no formal residency requirement for the course-
based MEd. A period of residence of one academic year 
(fall and winter terms) is recommended for the thesis-
based program. 
 
Length of Program 
 
The time taken to complete the program will vary 
according to the education and experience of the 
applicant and the nature of the research undertaken. A 
minimum of two years is usually required. The maximum 
time allowed for completion of MEd programs is four 
years for the thesis-based program and six years for the 
course-based program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Residence Requirement 
There is no formal residency requirement for the course-
based MEd. A period of residence of one academic year 
(fall and winter terms) is recommended for the thesis-
based program. 
 
Length of Program 
 
The time taken to complete the program will vary 
according to the education and experience of the 
applicant and the nature of the research undertaken. A 
minimum of two years is usually required.  
 
The maximum time to complete the course-based MEd 
program as set by the Faculty of Graduate Studies and 
Research is six years. 
 
The maximum time to complete the thesis-based MEd 
program as set by the Faculty of Graduate Studies and 
Research is four years. 
 
 
The Degree of MEd with Specialization in 
Technology in Education (Secondary 
Education) [Graduate]  

 
Both thesis-based and course-based Master of Education 
programs with a Specialization in Technology in 
Education are available through the Department. 
 
Program Requirements 
 
Course-based MEd 
Students in the course-based MEd program normally 
must successfully complete ★27 of graduate-level 
courses and a final research/capping exercise (equivalent 
to ★3) for a total of ★30.  
 
Required Courses (★12): 

• EDSE 503 Curriculum Foundations 
• EDSE 504 Curriculum Inquiry  
• EDSE 510 Research Methods in Secondary 

Education  
• EDU 575 - Theory and Practice in Educational 

Technology  
 
Elective Courses (★15): 

• Students will take two ★3 Technology Elective 
Courses, at least one of which must be an EDSE 
5XX course. Students will also take another three  
★3 Elective Courses. Courses will be determined 
in consultation with the academic advisor with 
consideration for student’s academic background 
and requirements for the proposed capping 
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exercise.  
• The number of Individual Study (EDSE 502) 

courses that can be taken is limited to 3 per 
semester and 6 per program. 

 
Capping Exercise 

• EDSE 900 (Research/Capping Exercise) 
 
 
Ethics requirement for course-based MEd 
Completion of ethics training hours. Department Ethics 
component (equivalent to 8 hours) through successful 
completion of EDSE 510 and EDSE 900 plus FGSR 
component.  
 
 
Thesis-based Program 
Students in the thesis-based MEd program normally must 
successfully complete ★21 of graduate-level courses, as 
well as preparing and defending a thesis. 
 
Required Courses (★15): 

• EDSE 503 - Curriculum Foundations 
• EDSE 504 - Curriculum Inquiry  
• EDSE 510 - Research Methods in Secondary 

Education 
• EDU 575 - Theory and Practice in Educational 

Technology  
• EDSE 511- Research Design in Secondary 

Education 
 
Elective Courses (★6): 

• Students will take two ★3 Technology Elective 
Courses, at least one of which must be an EDSE 
5XX course. Courses will be determined in 
consultation with the supervisor with 
consideration for the student’s academic 
background and proposed thesis.  

• The number of Individual Study (EDSE 502) 
courses that can be taken is limited to 3 per 
semester and 6 per program. 

 
Thesis 

• Registration in 900-level THES 
 
Ethics requirement for thesis-based MEd 
Completion of ethics training hours. Department Ethics 
component (equivalent to 8 hours) through successful 
completion of EDSE 510 and EDSE 511 plus FGSR 
component.  
 
 
Residence Requirement 
There is no formal residency requirement for the course-
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The Degrees of EdD and PhD (Secondary 
Education) [Graduate]     

 
Program Requirements 
 
The EdD and PhD programs normally consist of 
coursework and the preparation and defense of a 
dissertation on an approved topic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

based MEd. A period of residence of one academic year 
(fall and winter terms) is recommended for the thesis-
based program. 
 
Length of Program 
 
The time taken to complete the program will vary 
according to the education and experience of the 
applicant and the nature of the research undertaken. A 
minimum of two years is usually required. The maximum 
time allowed for completion of MEd programs is four 
years for the thesis-based program and six years for the 
course-based program. 
 
 
The Degrees of EdD and PhD (Secondary 
Education) [Graduate]     

 
Program Requirements 
 
The EdD and PhD programs normally consist of a 
minimum of ★21 of graduate-level courses and the 
preparation and defense of a dissertation on an approved 
topic. 
 
Required courses (★6): 

• EDSE 610 - Advanced Research Seminar in 
Secondary Education I 

• EDSE 620 - Advanced Research Seminar in 
Secondary Education II 

 
• In addition, students who have not completed 

EDSE 503 and EDSE 504 (or equivalent) prior to 
admission are expected to take these courses as 
a component of their doctoral program.  

 
Elective courses (★15): 

• Five additional 3 courses are selected by the 
student in consultation with the program 
supervisor. 

 
• The number of Individual Study (EDSE 602) 

courses that can be taken is limited to 3 per 
semester and 6 per program. 

  
Thesis 

• Registration in 900-level THES 
 
 
Doctoral candidacy examination:  
Students must prepare and orally defend a written 
candidacy paper outlining the proposed study and 
reviewing the relevant research and theory.  
 



8 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The minimum period of residency for the EdD program is 
12 continuous months of full-time study at the University 
of Alberta. The PhD program requires two academic years 
of full-time attendance to meet the residence 
requirement; this involves four (four-month) terms of 
full-time study. 
 
Length of Program 
 
The time taken to complete the EdD or PhD program will 
vary with the individual candidate. A minimum of two 
years of full-time study and research is usually 
required. The maximum time allowed for completion of a 
doctoral program is six years. 
 
 
 
Courses for Graduate Credit 

 
Graduate courses can be found in Course Listings, under 
the subject heading Secondary Education (EDSE, EDES, 
and EDCT). 
 
 

Final Doctoral Examination: Doctoral students must 
complete a thesis and this thesis must be successfully 
defended. See the Faculty of Graduate Studies and 
Research’s website for information on required 
components and formatting of the thesis.  
 
Ethics Requirement 
Completion of Ethics training hours. Department ethics 
component (equivalent to 8 hours) through successful 
completion of EDSE 610 and EDSE 610, plus FGSR 
component.  
 
Residence Requirement 
The minimum period of residency for the EdD program is 
12 continuous months of full-time study at the University 
of Alberta. The PhD program requires two academic years 
of full-time attendance to meet the residence 
requirement.  
 
 
Length of Program 
 
The time taken to complete the EdD or PhD program will 
vary with the individual candidate. A minimum of two 
years of full-time study and research is usually required.  
 
The maximum time to complete doctoral programs as set 
by the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research is six 
years. 
 
Graduate Courses  

 
Graduate courses can be found in Course Listings, under 
the subject heading Secondary Education (EDSE, EDES, 
and EDCT). 
 

Justification:  
• Ensuring all entrance requirements are in the calendar, including required documentation 
• Adding application deadlines 

 
Approved by: GAAC October 1, 2018 
 
 

https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=7156
https://ualberta.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=7156


FINAL Item No. 7 

GFC ACADEMIC PLANNING COMMITTEE 
For the Meeting of October 10, 2018 

Governance Executive Summary 
Action Item 

Agenda Title: Proposal from the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research for Program Changes to 
the MSc programs in Medical Sciences - Dental Hygiene, Dentistry, Oral Biology, Oral 
Medicine, Orthodontics, Periodontology, and PhD programs in Medical Sciences - 
Dentistry, Oral Biology, Orthodontics, Periodontology, in the Faculty of Medicine and 
Dentistry 

Motion: THAT the GFC Academic Planning Committee approve, with delegated authority from 
General Faculties Council, the proposed changes to existing MSc and PhD programs in the 
Department of Dentistry, as submitted by the Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry, and the 
Faculty of Graduate Studies & Research, as set forth in Attachment 1, to take effect upon 
approval. 

Item 
Action Requested Approval Recommendation  
Proposed by Debby Burshtyn, Interim Dean and Vice Provost, Faculty of Graduate 

Studies and Research 
Richard N. Fedorak, Dean, Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry 

Presenter(s) Carlos Flores Mir, Professor, Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry 
Janice Causgrove Dunn, Associate Dean, Faculty of Graduate Studies 
and Research 

Details 
Responsibility Provost and Vice-President (Academic) 
The Purpose of the Proposal is 
(please be specific) 

To ensure that all program requirement for the MSc and PhD programs 
in the Department of Dentistry are reflected in the University Calendar. 

Executive Summary 
(outline the specific item– and 
remember your audience)  

In 2017/18, the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research embarked on 
a project to ensure that the regulations and requirements of all graduate 
programs were appropriately reflected in the University Calendar. 

Historically, this information was contained in annually approved 
departmental guidelines and, with the increased use of websites, much 
of this information moved over to that platform. It was recognized that 
websites provide accessibility for students and flexibility for programs; 
however, as a means of tracking date sensitive information, websites are 
not considered to be ideal. As such, all graduate programs are reviewing 
their documents and will be coming forward with additions and 
modifications to Calendar entries to ensure compliance with the FGSR 
guidelines. 

The Master of Science in Medical Sciences - Dental Hygiene, - Dentistry, 
- Oral Biology, - Oral Medicine,  - Orthodontics and - Periodontology, and 
the PhD in Medical Sciences - Dentistry, - Oral Biology, and - 
Orthodontics calendar revisions reflect current practice as published in 
the Graduate Studies Manual in the Department of Dentistry and are 
highlighted in yellow in Attachment 1. 

The entire proposal as submitted has received approval by the FoMD 
Faculty Learning Committee, with delegated authority from FoMD 
Faculty Council. FGSR has delegated authority to teaching Faculty for 
program changes. 



 

Item No. 7 

GFC ACADEMIC PLANNING COMMITTEE 
For the Meeting of October 10, 2018 

 
Supplementary Notes and 
context 

All revisions to entrance requirements and/or academic standing were 
considered and approved by the Academic Standards Committee, with 
delegated authority from GFC, on September 20, 2018. 
 
Changes to the PhD in Medical Sciences – Periodontology are 
considered to minor program changes which are approved by the 
teaching Faculty and circulated for information. 

 
 
Engagement and Routing (Include meeting dates) 
 
Consultation and Stakeholder 
Participation  
(parties who have seen the 
proposal and in what capacity) 
 
<For information on the 
protocol see the Governance 
Toolkit section Student 
Participation Protocol> 

Those who are actively participating: 
• Patrick Flood, Graduate Coordinator, Faculty of Medicine and 

Dentistry 
• Kaitlyn Sears, Acting Graduate Studies Administrator 

Those who have been consulted: 
• Maria Chia (Graduate Calendar project specialist), Janice 

Hurlburt, Graduate Governance and Policy Coordinator 

Those who have been informed: 
 

Approval Route (Governance) 
(including meeting dates) 

Department Council – June 6, 2018 
Medical Sciences – June 12, 2018 
FoMD Graduate Studies Committee – June 18, 2018 
FoMD Faculty Learning Committee – July 11, 2018 
FoMD Faculty Council (for information) – July 24, 2018 
GFC ASC-SOS (for discussion) - September 6, 2018 
GFC ASC - September 20, 2018 
GFC Academic Planning Committee (for program requirements) – 
October 10, 2018 

 
Strategic Alignment 
Alignment with For the Public 
Good 

OBJECTIVE 21: 
Encourage continuous improvement in administrative, governance, 
planning and stewardship systems, procedures, and policies that enable 
students, faculty, staff, and the institution as a whole to achieve shared 
strategic goals. 
  

Alignment with Institutional 
Risk Indicator 

Student Success 

Legislative Compliance and 
jurisdiction  

Post-Secondary Learning Act (PSLA) 
UAPPOL Admissions Policy 
UAPPOL Academic Standing Policy 
GFC Academic Standards Committee (ASC) Terms of Reference 
GFC Academic Planning Committee (APC) Terms of Reference 
 

 
Attachments (each to be numbered 1 - <>) 

1.  Dentistry graduate programs, Calendar change request 
 
Prepared by: Maria Chia (Graduate Calendar project specialist) mchia@ualberta.ca 

 

http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/GovernanceToolkit/Toolkit.aspx
http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/GovernanceToolkit/Toolkit.aspx
http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/GovernanceToolkit/Toolkit.aspx
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FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES AND RESEARCH 
 

 
Highlighted sections for review/approval by Academic Planning Committee (APC) 
 
2019-2020 University of Alberta Proposed Calendar Graduate Program Changes:  
 

Current Proposed  

Graduate Programs 
 
Dentistry [Graduate] 
Department of Dentistry 
5th Floor, Edmonton Clinic Health Academy 
University of Alberta 
Edmonton, Alberta T6G 1C9 
E-mail: dentistry.gradstudies@ualberta.ca 
www.dent.ualberta.ca 
 
General Information 
The Department of Dentistry offers the MSc and PhD in 
Medical Sciences degrees (see Medical Sciences) for post-
DDS applicants or for those proceeding from a BSc or 
equivalent degree. Research may be carried out in a 
variety of dentistry-related disciplines for which faculty 
members in the department have active research 
programs. Inquiries should be directed to the Graduate 
Programs Administrator, Department of Dentistry 
(www.dent.ualberta.ca). 
 
The Department offers the MSc in Medical Sciences 
program in the following areas of specialty: Dental 
Hygiene, Dentistry, Oral Biology, Orthodontics, Oral 
Medicine, and Periodontology. The PhD programs are 
offered in Dentistry, Oral Biology, Orthodontics and 
Periodontology. 
 
 
Application for admission should be directed to the 
University of Alberta's Online Graduate Application. 
 
 
 
Entrance Requirements 
 
 
[listed below in each program under Entrance 
Requirements] 
The Department's normal requirements for admission of 
graduate students are a minimum of 3.0 or equivalent 
GPA during the last two years of an undergraduate or 

Graduate Programs 
 
Dentistry [Graduate] 
Department of Dentistry 
5th Floor, Edmonton Clinic Health Academy 
University of Alberta 
Edmonton, Alberta T6G 1C9 
E-mail: dentistry.gradstudies@ualberta.ca 
www.dent.ualberta.ca 
 
General Information 
The Department of Dentistry offers the MSc and PhD in 
Medical Sciences degrees (see Medical Sciences) for post-
DDS applicants or for those proceeding from a BSc or 
equivalent degree. Research may be carried out in a 
variety of dentistry-related disciplines for which faculty 
members in the department have active research 
programs. Inquiries should be directed to the Graduate 
Programs Administrator, Department of Dentistry 
(www.dent.ualberta.ca). 
 
The Department offers the MSc in Medical Sciences 
program in the following areas of specialty: Dental 
Hygiene, Dentistry, Oral Biology, Oral Medicine, 
Orthodontics, and Periodontology. The PhD programs are 
offered in Dentistry, Oral Biology, Orthodontics and 
Periodontology. 
 
 
Application for admission should be directed to the 
University of Alberta's Online Graduate Application. 
 
 
 
Entrance Requirements 
The Department's minimum admission requirements are 
listed below by program. 
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graduate degree at the University of Alberta, or equivalent 
qualification from another institution, and a TOEFL score 
of at least 580 (paper-based) or 95 with at least 20 per 
section (Internet-based), or a MELAB minimum score of 
91; or a CAEL minimum score of 70 with at least 70 on 
each subtest; or an IELTS (Academic) minimum score of 
7.5 with at least 6 on each band, where applicable (see 
English Language Requirement).Admission is dependent 
upon the recommendation of the Department of 
Dentistry's Graduate Committee and the Medical Sciences 
Graduate Program Committee. In addition, the applicant's 
curriculum vitae, previous research experience, letters of 
recommendation and statement of intent will be 
considered for the admission decision. Other facts would 
be considered on a case per case basis. All short listed 
PhD applicants will be interviewed by representatives of 
the Department's Graduate Studies Committee.  
 
 
Financial Assistance 
Although funding from fellowships and studentships may 
be available on a competitive basis candidates should be 
prepared financially for the program. Supervisors may 
support students from operating grants and limited 
financial assistance may also be available from the 
Department. Other sources of funding may be sought as 
described in the Graduate Financial Aid and Awards 
sections of the University Calendar, from provincial 
bursaries, from professional associations and private 
foundations, etc. 
 
[moved up from MSc Oral Medicine program 
requirements] 
Financial Assistance 
Oral Medicine students receive a stipend for a 36-month 
period. Funding from other sources may be available on a 
competitive basis. 
 
 
Graduate Program Requirements 
The program of study and professional development 
requirements are determined by the department in 
consultation with the supervisor and the supervisory 
committee. 
 
The Degree of MSc in Medical Sciences -
 Dentistry, in Medical Sciences - Dental 
Hygiene and in Medical Sciences - Oral 
Biology [Graduate]     
 
General Information 
The Department of Dentistry offers the degree of MSc in 
Medical Sciences - Dentistry, in Medical Sciences - Dental 
Hygiene, and in Medical Sciences - Oral Biology.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Financial Assistance 
For all students except those in the MSc in Medical 
Sciences – Oral Medicine, funding from fellowships and 
studentships may be available on a competitive basis, 
but candidates should be prepared financially for the 
program. Supervisors may support students from 
operating grants and limited financial assistance may also 
be available from the Department. Other sources of 
funding may be sought as described in the Graduate 
Financial Aid and Awards sections of the University 
Calendar, from provincial bursaries, from professional 
associations and private foundations, etc. 
 
 
Students in the MSc in Medical Sciences - Oral Medicine 
may receive financial assistance for a 36-month period. 
Funding from other sources may be available on a 
competitive basis. 
 
 
Graduate Program Requirements 
 
 
 
 
The Degree of MSc in Medical Sciences - 
Dental Hygiene [Graduate]     

 
 
 

 
The Department of Dentistry offers the degree of MSc in 
Medical Sciences - Dental Hygiene as a research-based 
program. This is not a clinical training program. 
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The program of study and professional development 
requirements are determined by the department in 
consultation with the supervisor and the supervisory 
committee. The general description for the MSc program 
is as presented for all MSc programs in Medical Sciences 
(see Medical Sciences).   
 
This program has an open deadline, applications are 
accepted for September or January admission. The 
application deadlines are May 1 for Fall Term and July 1 
for Winter Term admission.  
 
 
[moved down from Entrance Requirements] 
The Department's normal requirements for admission of 
graduate students are a minimum of 3.0 or equivalent 
GPA during the last two years of an undergraduate or 
graduate degree at the University of Alberta, or equivalent 
qualification from another institution,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
and a TOEFL score of at least 580 (paper-based) or 95 
with at least 20 per section (Internet-based), or a MELAB 
minimum score of 91; or a CAEL minimum score of 70 
with at least 70 on each subtest; or an IELTS (Academic) 
minimum score of 7.5 with at least 6 on each band, where 
applicable (see English Language 
Requirement).Admission is dependent upon the 
recommendation of the Department of Dentistry's 
Graduate Committee and the Medical Sciences Graduate 
Program Committee. In addition, the 
applicant's curriculum vitae, previous research 
experience, letters of recommendation and statement of 
intent will be considered for the admission decision. 
Other facts would be considered on a case per case basis. 
All short listed PhD applicants will be interviewed by 
representatives of the Department's Graduate Studies 
Committee.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Entrance Requirements 
 
The Department's minimum admission requirements are 
an undergraduate degree with an average of 3.0 on a four-
point scale in the last 60 or two years of undergraduate 
or graduate work  at the University of Alberta, or an 
equivalent qualification from a recognized institution. The 
undergraduate degree does not have to be in Dental 
Hygiene. 
 
Where applicable, applicants must provide proof of 
English Language Proficiency (refer to English Language 
Requirement). Any one of the following is acceptable:  

• TOEFL (paper-based) minimum score 580; 
• TOEFL (internet-based) minimum score 95 with 

at least 20 per section;  
• MELAB minimum score of 91;  
• CAEL minimum score of 70 with at least 70 on 

each subtest;  
• or an IELTS (Academic) minimum score of 7.5 

with at least 6 on each band. 
 
Applicants are also required to submit the following: 

• a current curriculum vitae 
• a statement of intent 
• three letters of recommendation (two must be 

professional) 
• Applicants must identify a willing faculty 

supervisor 
• Applicants must identify a potential thesis topic 
• Applicants must identify potential research 

funding in their application. 
 
Admission is dependent upon the approval of the 
Department of Dentistry Graduate Studies Committee and 
the Medical Sciences Graduate Program Committee. 
 
For the MSc in Medical Sciences – Dental Hygiene 
applications are always open.  Applications received by 
March 1 will receive preference for Fall Term 
(September) admission. Applications received by June 1 
will receive preference for Winter Term (January) 
admission.  

https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#english-language-requirement
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#english-language-requirement
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The program of study and professional development 
requirements are determined by the department in 
consultation with the supervisor and the supervisory 
committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[moved down from Entrance Requirements] 
The Department's normal requirements for admission of 
graduate students are a minimum of 3.0 or equivalent 

 
Program Requirements 
Students are required to complete a minimum of 9 in 
graded coursework, consisting of 6 in required courses 
and 3 in elective courses. The program of study is 
determined by the supervisor.  
 
Student progress will be monitored through an oral and 
written assessment and an interview with the Graduate 
Program Director in the Spring term.   
 
Required courses (6) 

• DENT 542 (1)– Research Methodology or an 
equivalent research methods course 

• DENT 543 (3)– Introduction to Research 
Methods and Data Management 

• DENT 601 (2) –  Seminars in Oral Health 
Sciences or an equivalent seminar course. 

 
Elective courses (3) 

• Students must complete 3 in graduate-level 
courses chosen in consultation with their 
supervisor. 

 
Thesis 

• Registration in 900-level THES. Students are 
required to complete and defend a thesis.  

 
Seminars 
Students have an attendance requirement for the 
Discover Dental Sciences seminars and to participate in 
the Graduate Student Research Day. 
 
Length of Program 
The time required to complete the MSc will vary 
according to the previous training of the applicant and the 
nature of the research undertaken; however, a maximum 
of three years is considered normal. 
The maximum time permitted to complete the program as 
set by the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research is 
four years. 
 
 
The Degree of MSc in Medical Sciences - 
Dentistry [Graduate]  
 
The Department of Dentistry offers the degree of MSc in 
Medical Sciences - Dentistry as a research-based program. 
 
Entrance Requirements 
 
The Department's minimum admission requirements are 
an undergraduate degree with an average of 3.0 on a four-
point scale in the last 60 or two years of undergraduate 
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GPA during the last two years of an undergraduate or 
graduate degree at the University of Alberta, or equivalent 
qualification from another institution,  
 
 
 
 
and a TOEFL score of at least 580 (paper-based) or 95 
with at least 20 per section (Internet-based), or a MELAB 
minimum score of 91; or a CAEL minimum score of 70 
with at least 70 on each subtest; or an IELTS (Academic) 
minimum score of 7.5 with at least 6 on each band, where 
applicable (see English Language 
Requirement).Admission is dependent upon the 
recommendation of the Department of Dentistry's 
Graduate Committee and the Medical Sciences Graduate 
Program Committee. In addition, the 
applicant's curriculum vitae, previous research 
experience, letters of recommendation and statement of 
intent will be considered for the admission decision. 
Other facts would be considered on a case per case basis. 
All short listed PhD applicants will be interviewed by 
representatives of the Department's Graduate Studies 
Committee.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

or graduate work  at the University of Alberta, or an 
equivalent qualification from a recognized institution. 
 
Where applicable, applicants must provide proof of 
English Language Proficiency (refer to English Language 
Requirement). Any one of the following is acceptable:  

• TOEFL (paper-based) minimum score 580; 
• TOEFL (internet-based) minimum score 95 with 

at least 20 per section;  
• MELAB minimum score of 91;  
• CAEL minimum score of 70 with at least 70 on 

each subtest;  
• or an IELTS (Academic) minimum score of 7.5 

with at least 6 on each band. 
 
Applicants are also required to submit the following: 

• a current curriculum vitae 
• a statement of intent 
• three letters of recommendation (two must be 

professional) 
• Applicants must identify a willing faculty 

supervisor 
• Applicants must identify a potential thesis topic 
• Applicants must identify potential research 

funding in their application. 
 
Admission is dependent upon the approval of the 
Department of Dentistry Graduate Studies Committee and 
the Medical Sciences Graduate Program Committee. 
 
For the MSc in Medical Sciences – Dentistry applications 
are always open.  Applications received by March 1 will 
receive preference for Fall Term (September) admission. 
Applications received by June 1 will receive preference 
for Winter Term (January) admission.  
 
Program Requirements 
Students are required to complete a minimum of 9 in 
coursework, consisting of 6 in required courses and 3 
in elective courses. The program of study is determined 
by the program director and supervisor (where 
appropriate).  
 
Student progress will be monitored through an oral and 
written assessment and an interview with the Graduate 
Program Coordinator in the Spring term.   
 
Required courses (6) 

• DENT 542 (1)– Research Methodology 
• DENT 543 (3)– Introduction to Research 

Methods and Data Management 
• DENT 601 (2) –  Seminars in Oral Health 

Sciences 
 

https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#english-language-requirement
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#english-language-requirement
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[moved down from Entrance Requirements] 
The Department's normal requirements for admission of 
graduate students are a minimum of 3.0 or equivalent 
GPA during the last two years of an undergraduate or 
graduate degree at the University of Alberta, or equivalent 
qualification from another institution,  
 
 
 
 
and a TOEFL score of at least 580 (paper-based) or 95 
with at least 20 per section (Internet-based), or a MELAB 
minimum score of 91; or a CAEL minimum score of 70 
with at least 70 on each subtest; or an IELTS (Academic) 
minimum score of 7.5 with at least 6 on each band, where 
applicable (see English Language 
Requirement).Admission is dependent upon the 
recommendation of the Department of Dentistry's 
Graduate Committee and the Medical Sciences Graduate 
Program Committee. In addition, the 
applicant's curriculum vitae, previous research 
experience, letters of recommendation and statement of 

Elective courses (3) 
• Students must complete 3 in graduate-level 

courses chosen in consultation with the program 
director and their supervisor. 

 
Thesis 

• Registration in 900-level THES. Students are 
required to complete and defend a thesis.  

 
Seminars 
Students have an attendance requirement for the 
Discover Dental Sciences seminars and to participate in 
the Graduate Student Research Day. 
 
Length of Program 
The time required to complete the MSc will vary 
according to the previous training of the applicant and the 
nature of the research undertaken; however, a maximum 
of three years is considered normal. 
The maximum time permitted to complete the program as 
set by the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research is 
four years. 
 
 
The Degree of MSc in Medical Sciences - Oral 
Biology [Graduate]     
 
The Department of Dentistry offers the degree of MSc in 
Medical Sciences – Oral Biology as a research-based 
program. 
 
Entrance Requirements 
The Department's minimum admission requirements are 
an undergraduate degree with an average of 3.0 on a four-
point scale in the last 60 or two years of undergraduate 
or graduate work  at the University of Alberta, or an 
equivalent qualification from a recognized institution. 
 
Where applicable, applicants must provide proof of 
English Language Proficiency (refer to English Language 
Requirement). Any one of the following is acceptable:  

• TOEFL (paper-based) minimum score 580; 
• TOEFL (internet-based) minimum score 95 with 

at least 20 per section;  
• MELAB minimum score of 91;  
• CAEL minimum score of 70 with at least 70 on 

each subtest;  
• or an IELTS (Academic) minimum score of 7.5 

with at least 6 on each band. 
 
Applicants are also required to submit the following: 

• a current curriculum vitae 
• a statement of intent 
• three letters of recommendation (two must be 

https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#english-language-requirement
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#english-language-requirement
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intent will be considered for the admission decision. 
Other facts would be considered on a case per case basis. 
All short listed PhD applicants will be interviewed by 
representatives of the Department's Graduate Studies 
Committee.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

professional) 
• Applicants must identify a willing faculty 

supervisor 
• Applicants must identify a potential thesis topic 
• Applicants must identify potential research 

funding in their application. 
 
Admission is dependent upon the approval of the 
Department of Dentistry Graduate Studies Committee and 
the Medical Sciences Graduate Program Committee. 
 
For the MSc in Medical Sciences –Oral Biology 
applications are always open.  Applications received by 
March 1 will receive preference for Fall Term 
(September) admission. Applications received by June 1 
will receive preference for Winter Term (January) 
admission.  
 
Program Requirements 
Students are required to complete a minimum of 9 in 
coursework, consisting of 6 in required courses and 3 
in elective courses. The program of study is determined 
by the program director and supervisor (where 
appropriate).  
 
Student progress will be monitored through an oral and 
written assessment and an interview with the Graduate 
Program Coordinator in the Spring term.   
 
Required courses (6) 

• DENT 542 (1)– Research Methodology 
• DENT 543 (3)– Introduction to Research 

Methods and Data Management 
• DENT 601 (2) –  Seminars in Oral Health 

Sciences 
 
Elective courses (3) 

• Students must complete 3 in graduate-level 
courses chosen in consultation with the program 
director and their supervisor. 

 
Thesis 

• Registration in 900-level THES. Students are 
required to complete and defend a thesis.  

 
Seminars 
Students have an attendance requirement for the 
Discover Dental Sciences seminars and to participate in 
the Graduate Student Research Day. 
 
Length of Program 
The time required to complete the MSc will vary 
according to the previous training of the applicant and the 
nature of the research undertaken; however, a maximum 
of three years is considered normal. 
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[moved up from below MSc Orthodontics] 
The Degree of MSc in Medical Sciences - Oral 
Medicine [Graduate]     
General Information 
The Department of Dentistry offers a thesis-based MSc in 
Medical Sciences for dental graduates which focuses on 
Oral Medicine. The program offers clinical training 
leading to eligibility to sit the oral medicine specialty 
credentialing examination of the Royal College of Dentists 
of Canada. The program normally 
commences each September. Lectures, seminars, and 
clinical experiences provide an optimal, progressive 
learning experience. 
 
Clinical expertise is supplemented by off-service rotations 
in a variety of medical disciplines. (See also Medical 
Sciences.) 
 
Entrance Requirements 
 
A Doctor of Dental Surgery (DDS) or equivalent dental 
professional designation is required.  
 
[moved down from Entrance Requirements] 
The Department's normal requirements for admission of 
graduate students are a minimum of 3.0 or equivalent 
GPA during the last two years of an undergraduate or 
graduate degree at the University of Alberta, or equivalent 
qualification from another institution,  
 
and a TOEFL score of at least 580 (paper-based) or 95 
with at least 20 per section (Internet-based), or a MELAB 
minimum score of 91; or a CAEL minimum score of 70 
with at least 70 on each subtest; or an IELTS (Academic) 
minimum score of 7.5 with at least 6 on each band, where 
applicable (see English Language 
Requirement).Admission is dependent upon the 
recommendation of the Department of Dentistry's 
Graduate Committee and the Medical Sciences Graduate 
Program Committee. In addition, the 
applicant's curriculum vitae, previous research 
experience, letters of recommendation and statement of 
intent will be considered for the admission decision. 
Other facts would be considered on a case per case basis. 
All short listed PhD applicants will be interviewed by 
representatives of the Department's Graduate Studies 

 
The maximum time permitted to complete the program as 
set by the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research is 
four years. 
 
  
[moved up from below MSc Orthodontics] 
The Degree of MSc in Medical Sciences - Oral 
Medicine [Graduate]     
 
The Department of Dentistry offers a thesis-based 
MSc degree in Medical Sciences for dental graduates 
which focuses on Oral Medicine. The program offers 
clinical training leading to eligibility to sit the oral 
medicine specialty credentialing examination of the Royal 
College of Dentists of Canada. The program commences in 
September.  
 
 
Clinical expertise is supplemented by off-service rotations 
in a variety of medical disciplines. (See Medical Sciences.) 
 
 
Entrance Requirements 
 
The Department's minimum admission requirements are 
a Doctor of Dental Surgery (DDS) or equivalent  with an 
average of 3.0 on a four-point scale in the last 60 or two 
years of undergraduate or graduate work  at the 
University of Alberta, or an equivalent qualification from a 
recognized institution. 
 
Where applicable, applicants must provide proof of 
English Language Proficiency (refer to English Language 
Requirement). Any one of the following is acceptable:  

• TOEFL (paper-based) minimum score 580; 
• TOEFL (internet-based) minimum score 95 with 

at least 20 per section;  
• MELAB minimum score of 91;  
• CAEL minimum score of 70 with at least 70 on 

each subtest;  
• or an IELTS (Academic) minimum score of 7.5 

with at least 6 on each band. 
 
Applicants are also required to provide  the following: 

• a current curriculum vitae 
• a statement of intent 
• three letters of recommendation (two must be 

professional) 
• an official letter from their dental school noting 

their class ranking upon graduation from 
dentistry.  
 

• Completion of at least one year of experience as a 

https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#english-language-requirement
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#english-language-requirement
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Committee.  
 
 
Based on the academic record, telephone or in person 
interviews, clinical and research experience, expectations 
and career plan outlined in the letter of intent and three 
letters of reference, the top three candidates will be 
chosen and rank ordered. Admission interviews are 
normally required.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Admission is dependent upon the recommendation of the 
Department of Dentistry Graduate Committee and the 
Medical Sciences Graduate Program Committee. 
 
 
For applicants that are not licensed by Alberta Dental 
Association and College (ADA&C), a condition of 
admission is for candidates to obtain registration on the 
Education and Research Register from the ADA&C by 
August 1 prior to starting the program in the fall 
term. Candidates who already possess a full license from 
the ADA&C do not need to obtain additional licensure.  
 
 
 
[moved up to Financial Assistance] 
Financial Assistance 
Oral Medicine students receive a stipend for a 36-month 
period. Funding from other sources may be available on a 
competitive basis. 
 
Program Requirements 
 
The program of study and professional development 
requirements are determined by the department in 
consultation with the supervisor and the supervisory 
committee. 
 
The requirements for the degree include coursework, 
seminars, a clinical component and a thesis. Student 
progress will be monitored through an annual written 
and/or oral assessment in the Spring Term. 
 
 
 
 

licensed dentist prior to the start of the program 
is preferred.  

• Applicants must have a license to practice 
Dentistry in Alberta, or must have passed the 
NDEB examination of Canada.  

• Applicants who are not licensed but in a 
Canada/USA accredited GPR program are 
required to obtain a letter from the Program 
Director stating they are in good standing with no 
professional conduct issues. 

• A personal interview is required for short-listed 
applicants. These applicants will be advised of 
the arranged interview date by e-mail. 

 
Admission is dependent upon the approval of the Division 
of Oral Medicine Admissions Committee, the Department 
of Dentistry Graduate Studies Committee and the Medical 
Sciences Graduate Program Committee. 
 
For applicants that are not licensed by Alberta Dental 
Association and College (ADA&C), a condition of 
admission is for candidates to obtain registration on the 
Education and Research Register from the ADA&C by 
August 1 prior to starting the program in the fall 
term. Applicants who already possess a full license from 
the ADA&C do not need to obtain additional licensure.  
 
For the MSc in Oral Medicine the application deadline is 
September 1 for the following September admission. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Program Requirements 
 
Students are required to complete a minimum of 50 in 
required coursework. The program also consists of 
seminars, a clinical component and a thesis. Student 
progress will be monitored through an annual written 
and/or oral assessment in the Spring Term. 
 
The program of study is determined by the department in 
consultation with the supervisor and the supervisory 
committee. 
 
Required courses (50) 
First Year (27) 

• DENT 502 (3)– Oral Pathology 
• DENT 503 (9)– Oral Medicine I 
• DENT 504 (4)– Oral Medicine Clinics I 
• DENT 542 (1)– Research Methodology 
• DENT 562 (2)– TMD/Orofacial Pain  
• DENT 563 (6)– Temporomandibular Disorders 
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Orofacial Pain Clinics 
• DENT 565 (1)– Evidence Based Dentistry 
• DENT 566 (1)– Systematic Reviews in Dentistry 

 
Second Year (16) 

• DENT 604 (2)– Oral Medicine Seminars II 
• DENT 605 (4)– Oral Medicine Clinics II 
• DENT 606 (2)– Pharmacotherapeutics in Oral 

Medicine 
• DENT 607 (2)– Advanced Oral Radiology 
• DENT 663 (6)- Temporomandibular 

Disorders/Orofacial Pain Clinics 
 
Third Year (7) 

• DENT 704 (2)– Oral Medicine Seminars III 
• DENT 705 (2.5)– Oral Medicine Clinics III 
• DENT 763 (2.5)– Temporomandibular 

Disorders/Orofacial Pain Clinics III 
 
Thesis 

• Registration in 900-level THES. Students are 
required to complete and defend a thesis.  

 
Seminars 
Students must attend the Discover Dental Sciences 
seminars and participate in the Graduate Student 
Research Day. 
 
Requirements for Clinical courses  
These requirements must be met prior to starting the 
clinical courses. If there is an associated fee, students are 
responsible for the costs incurred. 

• Medical Testing and Immunization  
Requirements:  To ensure, insofar as possible, 
both student and patient safety, the Faculty of 
Medicine and Dentistry requires that all students 
must have their immunization status reviewed 
and updated as necessary by a qualified 
healthcare professional upon acceptance into a 
health sciences program. (University Infectious 
Diseases Regulation) 

• Police Information Checks and Protection for 
Persons in Care:  Applicants should be aware that 
a clear Police Information Check (PIC) is required 
as a condition of admission and that any criminal 
charges pending must be declared.  (Requirement 
for Police Information Checks);   (Protection for 
Persons in Care)   

• Professional Standards for Students in the 
Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry:  (Professional 
and Ethical Standards) 

• The Department of Dentistry Technical Standards 
Policy:  defines the necessary knowledge, skills, 
professional behaviors, and attitudes expected of 
students.   (Technical Standards) 

https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6958#university_infectious_diseases_regulation
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6958#university_infectious_diseases_regulation
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6961#requirement-for-police-information-checks
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6961#requirement-for-police-information-checks
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=7045#protection-for-persons-in-care
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=7045#protection-for-persons-in-care
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=7043#professional-standards-expectations-for-students-and-applicants-in-the-faculty-of-medicine-and-dentistry
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=7043#professional-standards-expectations-for-students-and-applicants-in-the-faculty-of-medicine-and-dentistry
https://cloudfront.ualberta.ca/-/media/medicine/departments/school-of-dentistry/technical-standards-policy.pdf
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Length of Program 
The time required to complete the program is 36 months. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Degree of MSc in Medical Sciences - 
Orthodontics [Graduate]     
General Information 
The Department of Dentistry offers an MSc in Medical 
Sciences - Orthodontics. Through a combination of 
didactic and clinical courses, the program is structured to 
prepare the dental graduate for an orthodontic practice 
and/or a related clinical academic appointment. This is a 
thesis-based program. In addition the clinical 
requirements involve the successful completion of a 
selected number of teaching cases. (See also Medical 
Sciences). 
 
Information about the program may be found 
at www.ualberta.ca/school-of-dentistry/programs-and-
admissions/graduate-studies/msc-orthodontics.  
The application deadline is September 1 for the following 
September admission. 
 
Entrance Requirements 
In addition to the general entrance requirements 
(Dentistry), a Doctor of Dental Surgery (DDS) or 
equivalent dental professional designation is required.  
 
[moved down from Entrance Requirements] 
The Department's normal requirements for admission of 
graduate students are a minimum of 3.0 or equivalent 
GPA during the last two years of an undergraduate or 
graduate degree at the University of Alberta, or equivalent 
qualification from another institution,  
 
and a TOEFL score of at least 580 (paper-based) or 95 
with at least 20 per section (Internet-based), or a MELAB 
minimum score of 91; or a CAEL minimum score of 70 
with at least 70 on each subtest; or an IELTS (Academic) 
minimum score of 7.5 with at least 6 on each band, where 
applicable (see English Language 
Requirement).Admission is dependent upon the 
recommendation of the Department of Dentistry's 

 
 
Length of Program 
The time required to complete the program is three years.  
 
The maximum time permitted to complete the program as 
set by the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research is 
four years. 
 
 
The Degree of MSc in Medical Sciences - 
Orthodontics [Graduate]     
 
The Department of Dentistry offers a thesis-based 
MSc degree in Medical Sciences - Orthodontics. Through a 
combination of didactic and clinical courses, the program 
is structured to prepare the dental graduate for an 
orthodontic practice and/or a related clinical academic 
appointment. The clinical requirements involve the 
successful completion of a selected number of teaching 
cases. (See Medical Sciences). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Entrance Requirements 
The Department's minimum admission requirements are 
a Doctor of Dental Surgery (DDS) or equivalent  with an 
average of 3.4 on a four-point scale in the last 60 or two 
years of undergraduate or graduate work  at the 
University of Alberta, or an equivalent qualification from a 
recognized institution. 
 
 
Where applicable, applicants must provide proof of 
English Language Proficiency (refer to English Language 
Requirement). Any one of the following is acceptable:  

• TOEFL (paper-based) minimum score 580; 
• TOEFL (internet-based) minimum score 95 with 

at least 20 per section;  
• MELAB minimum score of 91;  
• CAEL minimum score of 70 with at least 70 on 

each subtest;  
• or an IELTS (Academic) minimum score of 7.5 

with at least 6 on each band. 
 
 
All applicants are also required to provide the following: 

• a current curriculum vitae 
• a statement of intent 

http://www.ualberta.ca/school-of-dentistry/programs-and-admissions/graduate-studies/msc-orthodontics
http://www.ualberta.ca/school-of-dentistry/programs-and-admissions/graduate-studies/msc-orthodontics
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#english-language-requirement
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#english-language-requirement
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Graduate Committee and the Medical Sciences Graduate 
Program Committee. In addition, the 
applicant's curriculum vitae, previous research 
experience, letters of recommendation and statement of 
intent will be considered for the admission decision. 
Other facts would be considered on a case per case basis. 
All short listed PhD applicants will be interviewed by 
representatives of the Department's Graduate Studies 
Committee.  
 
 

Applicants  to the Orthodontics program must: 
Provide an official letter from their dental school noting 
their class ranking upon graduation from dentistry. 
 
Have completed at least one year of experience as a 
licensed dentist prior to the start of the 
program. Letter(s) of good standing from current and 
previous licensing bodies must be provided. Proof of 
clinical involvement as a licensed dentist not later than 
two years prior to application is required. Letter(s) of 
good standing from current and previous licensing bodies 
must be provided.  
 
 
 
 

Complete a required personal interview if short-
listed. Those applicants will be advised of the arranged 
interview date by e-mail.  
 
Admission is dependent upon the recommendation of the 
Division of Orthodontics Selection Committee, the 
Department of Dentistry’s Graduate Committee and the 
Medical Sciences Graduate Program Committee.  
 
For applicants that are not licensed by Alberta Dental 
Association and College (ADA&C), a condition of 
admission is for candidates to obtain registration on the 
Education and Research Register from the ADA&C by 
August 1 prior to starting the program in the fall 
term. Candidates who already possess a full license from 
the ADA&C do not need to obtain additional licensure.  
 
 
 
Financial Assistance 
See (General Information). 
 
 
Program Requirements 
The requirements for the degree include coursework, 
seminars, a clinical component and a thesis. Student 
progress will be monitored through an annual written 
and/or oral external assessment. Feedback from this 
assessment serves to identify areas that require 

• three letters of recommendation (two must be 
professional) 

 
 

• An official letter from their dental school noting 
their class ranking upon graduation from 
dentistry.  
 

• Completion of at least one year of experience as a 
licensed dentist immediately prior to the start of 
the program is required.  

• Applicants must have a license to practice 
Dentistry in Alberta, or must have passed the 
NDEB examination of Canada.  

• Applicants who are not licensed but in a 
Canada/USA accredited GPR program are 
required to obtain a letter from the Program 
Director stating they are in good standing with no 
professional conduct issues. 

• A personal interview is required for short-listed 
applicants. These applicants will be advised of 
the arranged interview date by e-mail. 

 
Admission is dependent upon the approval of the Division 
of Orthodontics Selection Committee, the Department of 
Dentistry’s Graduate Studies Committee and the Medical 
Sciences Graduate Program Committee.  
 
For applicants that are not licensed by Alberta Dental 
Association and College (ADA&C), a condition of 
admission is for candidates to obtain registration on the 
Education and Research Register from the ADA&C by 
August 1 prior to starting the program in the fall term. 
Applicants who already possess a full license from the 
ADA&C do not need to obtain additional licensure.  
 
For the MSc in Orthodontics the application deadline is 
September 1 for the following September admission. 
 
 
 
 
Program Requirements 
Students are required to complete a minimum of 71 in 
required coursework . The program also consists of 
seminars, a clinical component and a thesis. Student 
progress will be monitored through an annual written 
and/or oral external assessment. Feedback from this 
assessment serves to identify areas that require 
additional attention by the student. The assessment will 
permit the development of specific clinical and/or 
didactic improvement objectives before the next annual 
assessment.  
 
The program of study is determined by the department in 
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additional attention by the student. The assessment will 
permit the development of specific clinical and/or 
didactic improvement objectives before the next annual 
assessment.  
 
 
The program of study and professional development 
requirements are determined in consultation with the 
supervisor and supervisory committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

consultation with the supervisor and supervisory 
committee. 
 
Required courses (71) 
First Year (33) 

• DENT 530 (3)– Orthodontic Techniques and 
Biomechanics 

• DENT 532 (2)– Growth and Development 
• DENT 540 (6)– Orthodontic Seminars 
• DENT 541 (10)– Orthodontic Clinics 
• DENT 562 (2) – TMD/Orofacial Pan 
• DENT 565 (1)– Evidence Based Dentistry 
• DENT 566 (1)– Systematic Reviews in Dentistry 
• DENT 607 (2)– Advanced Oral Radiology 

 
• *OBIOL 500 (3) – Oral Biology I 
• *OBIOL 501 (3) – Oral Biology II 

 
* OBIOL 500 and 501 are required to be taken in 
either year one or year two. 

 
Second Year (22) 

• DENT 551 (3)– Introduction to Applied Statistics 
• DENT 552 (3)– Applied Multivariate Statistical 

Analysis 
• DENT 640 (6)– Orthodontic Seminars 
• DENT 641 (10)– Orthodontic Clinics 

 
Third Year (16) 

• DENT 740 (6)– Orthodontic Seminars 
• DENT 741 (10)– Orthodontic Clinics 

 
Thesis 

• Registration in 900-level THES. Students are 
required to complete and defend a thesis.  

 
Seminars 
Students have an attendance requirement for the 
Discover Dental Sciences seminars and to participate in 
the Graduate Student Research Day. 
 
Requirements for Clinical courses  
These requirements must be met prior to starting the 
clinical courses. If there is an associated fee, students are 
responsible for the costs incurred. 

• Medical Testing and Immunization  
Requirements:  To ensure, insofar as possible, 
both student and patient safety, the Faculty of 
Medicine and Dentistry requires that all students 
must have their immunization status reviewed 
and updated as necessary by a qualified 
healthcare professional upon acceptance into a 
health sciences program. (University Infectious 
Diseases Regulation) 

https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6958#university_infectious_diseases_regulation
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6958#university_infectious_diseases_regulation
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Length of Program 
The minimum time required to complete the MSc is three 
years. 
 
 
 
 
  
[moved to above MSc Orthodontics] 
The Degree of MSc in Medical Sciences - Oral 
Medicine [Graduate]     
 
General Information 
The Department of Dentistry offers a thesis-based MSc in 
Medical Sciences for dental graduates which focuses on 
Oral Medicine. The program offers clinical training 
leading to eligibility to sit the oral medicine specialty 
credentialing examination of the Royal College of Dentists 
of Canada. The program normally commences each 
September. Lectures, 
seminars, and clinical experiences provide an optimal, 
progressive learning experience. 
 
Clinical expertise is supplemented by off-service rotations 
in a variety of medical disciplines. (See also Medical 
Sciences.) 
 
Entrance Requirements 
A Doctor of Dental Surgery (DDS) or equivalent dental 
professional designation is required.  
 
Based on the academic record, telephone or in person 

• Police Information Checks and Protection for 
Persons in Care:  Applicants should be aware that 
a clear Police Information Check (PIC) is required 
as a condition of admission and that any criminal 
charges pending must be declared.  (Requirement 
for Police Information Checks);   (Protection for 
Persons in Care)   

• Professional Standards for Students in the 
Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry:  (Professional 
and Ethical Standards) 

• The Department of Dentistry Technical Standards 
Policy:  defines the necessary knowledge, skills, 
professional behaviors, and attitudes expected of 
students.   (Technical Standards) 

 
Length of Program 
The minimum time required to complete the MSc is three 
years.  
 
The maximum time permitted to complete the program as 
set by the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research is 
four years. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6961#requirement-for-police-information-checks
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6961#requirement-for-police-information-checks
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=7045#protection-for-persons-in-care
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=7045#protection-for-persons-in-care
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=7043#professional-standards-expectations-for-students-and-applicants-in-the-faculty-of-medicine-and-dentistry
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=7043#professional-standards-expectations-for-students-and-applicants-in-the-faculty-of-medicine-and-dentistry
https://cloudfront.ualberta.ca/-/media/medicine/departments/school-of-dentistry/technical-standards-policy.pdf
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interviews, clinical and research experience, expectations 
and career plan outlined in the letter of intent and three 
letters of reference, the top three candidates will be 
chosen and rank ordered. Admission interviews are 
normally required. Admission is dependent upon the 
recommendation of the Department of Dentistry Graduate 
Committee and the Medical Sciences Graduate Program 
Committee. 
 
For applicants that are not licensed by Alberta Dental 
Association and College (ADA&C), a condition of 
admission is for candidates to obtain registration on the 
Education and Research Register from the ADA&C by 
August 1 prior to starting the program in the Fall Term. 
Candidates who already possess a full license from the 
ADA&C do not need to obtain additional licensure.  
 
Financial Assistance 
Oral Medicine students receive a stipend for a 36-month 
period. Funding from other sources may be available on a 
competitive basis. 
 
Program Requirements 
The program of study and professional development 
requirements are determined by the department in 
consultation with the supervisor and the supervisory 
committee. 
 
The requirements for the degree include coursework, 
seminars, a clinical component and a thesis. Student 
progress will be monitored through an annual written 
and/or oral assessment in the Spring Term. 
 
Length of Program 
The time required to complete the program is 36 months. 
 
  
The Degree of MSc in Medical Sciences - 
Periodontology [Graduate]     
General Information 
The Department of Dentistry offers an MSc in Medical 
Sciences - Periodontology. Through a combination of 
didactic and clinical courses, the program is structured to 
prepare the dental graduate for a Periodontology practice 
and/or an educational academic appointment. This is a 
thesis-based program. In addition the clinical 
requirements involve successful completion of selected 
teaching cases. (See also Medical Sciences). Information 
about the program may be found at 
www.ualberta.ca/school-of-dentistry/programs-and-
admissions/graduate-studies/msc-periodontology.  
The deadline is September 1 for the following September 
admission.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Degree of MSc in Medical Sciences - 
Periodontology [Graduate] 
     
The Department of Dentistry offers a thesis-based MSc 
degree in Medical Sciences - Periodontology. Through a 
combination of didactic and clinical courses, the program 
is structured to prepare the dental graduate for 
Periodontology practice and/or an educational academic 
appointment. This is a thesis-based program. In addition 
the clinical requirements involve successful completion of 
selected teaching cases. (See Medical Sciences).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Entrance Requirements 
The Department's minimum admission requirements are 
a Doctor of Dental Surgery (DDS) or equivalent  with an 
average of 3.0 on a four-point scale in the last 60 or two 
years of undergraduate or graduate work  at the 
University of Alberta, or an equivalent qualification from a 
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Entrance Requirements 
A Doctor in Dental Surgery (DDS) or equivalent dental 
professional designation is required.  
 
[moved down from Entrance Requirements] 
The Department's normal requirements for admission of 
graduate students are a minimum of 3.0 or equivalent 
GPA during the last two years of an undergraduate or 
graduate degree at the University of Alberta, or equivalent 
qualification from another institution,  
 
and a TOEFL score of at least 580 (paper-based) or 95 
with at least 20 per section (Internet-based), or a MELAB 
minimum score of 91; or a CAEL minimum score of 70 
with at least 70 on each subtest; or an IELTS (Academic) 
minimum score of 7.5 with at least 6 on each band, where 
applicable (see English Language 
Requirement).Admission is dependent upon the 
recommendation of the Department of Dentistry's 
Graduate Committee and the Medical Sciences Graduate 
Program Committee. In addition, the 
applicant's curriculum vitae, previous research 
experience, letters of recommendation and statement of 
intent will be considered for the admission decision. 
Other facts would be considered on a case per case basis. 
All short listed PhD applicants will be interviewed by 
representatives of the Department's Graduate Studies 
Committee.  
 
 

In addition to the general entrance requirements 
(Dentistry), applicants to the Periodontology program 
must: 
Provide an official letter from their dental school noting 
their class ranking upon graduation from dentistry.  
 
Have at least one year of experience as a licensed dentist 
prior to the start of the program. Proof of clinical 
involvement as a licensed dentist not later than two years 
before application. Letter(s) of good standing from 
current and previous licensing bodies must be provided.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete a required personal interview if short-
listed. Those applicants will be advised of the arranged 
interview date by e-mail.  
 
Admission is dependent upon the recommendation of the 
Division of Periodontics Selection Committee, the 
Department of Dentistry’s Graduate Committee and the 
Medical Sciences Graduate Program Committee.  
 

recognized institution. 
 
Where applicable, applicants must provide proof of 
English Language Proficiency (refer to English Language 
Requirement). Any one of the following is acceptable:  

• TOEFL (paper-based) minimum score 580; 
• TOEFL (internet-based) minimum score 95 with 

at least 20 per section;  
• MELAB minimum score of 91;  
• CAEL minimum score of 70 with at least 70 on 

each subtest;  
• or an IELTS (Academic) minimum score of 7.5 

with at least 6 on each band. 
 
All applicants are also required to submit the following: 

• a current curriculum vitae 
• a statement of intent 
• three letters of recommendation (two must be 

professional) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• An official letter from their dental school noting 
their class ranking upon graduation from 
dentistry.  

• Completion of at least one year of experience as a 
licensed dentist immediately prior to the start of 
the program is preferred.  

• Applicants must have a license to practice 
Dentistry in Alberta, or must have passed the 
NDEB examination of Canada.  

• Applicants who are not licensed but in a 
Canada/USA accredited GPR program are 
required to obtain a letter from the Program 
Director stating they are in good standing with no 
professional conduct issues. 

• A personal interview is required for short-listed 
applicants. These applicants will be advised of 
the arranged interview date by e-mail. 

 
Admission is dependent upon the approval of the Division 
of Periodontology Selection Committee, the Department 
of Dentistry’s Graduate Studies Committee and the 
Medical Sciences Graduate Program Committee.  
 
For applicants that are not licensed by Alberta Dental 
Association and College (ADA&C), a condition of 
admission is for candidates to obtain registration on the 
Education and Research Register from the ADA&C by 
August 1 prior to starting the program in the fall term. 
Applicants who already possess a full license from the 
ADA&C do not need to obtain additional licensure.  

https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#english-language-requirement
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#english-language-requirement
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For applicants that are not licensed by Alberta Dental 
Association and College (ADA&C), a condition of 
admission is for candidates to obtain registration on the 
Education and Research Register from the ADA&C by 
August 1 prior to starting the program in the fall 
term. Candidates who already possess a full license from 
the ADA&C do not need to obtain additional licensure.  
 
 
 
Financial Assistance 
See (Dentistry). 
 
 

Program Requirements 
The requirements for the degree include coursework, a 
clinical component and a thesis. Student progress will be 
monitored through an annual written and/or oral 
assessment. Feedback from this assessment serves to 
identify areas that require additional attention by the 
student. The assessment will permit the development of 
specific clinical and/or didactic improvement objectives 
before the next annual assessment.  
 
 
 
The program of study and professional development 
requirements are determined in consultation with the 
supervisor and supervisory committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
OBIOL 500 - Oral Biology I 
OBIOL 501 - Oral Biology II 
DENT 542 - Research Methodology 
DENT 551 - Introduction to Applied Statistics 
DENT 552 - Applied Multivariate Statistical Analysis 
DENT 565 - Evidence Based Dentistry 
DENT 566 - Systematic Reviews in Dentistry 
DENT 572 (6)- Periodontology Seminars 
DENT 573 - Periodontology Clinics 
DENT 672 (6)- Periodontology Seminars 
DENT 673 - Periodontology Clinics 
DENT 772 (6)- Periodontology Seminars 
DENT 773 - Periodontology Clinics 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For the MSc in Periodontology the application deadline is 
September 1 for the following September admission. 
 
 
 
Program Requirements 
Students are required to complete a minimum of 66 in 
required coursework. The program also consists of a 
clinical component, seminars, and a thesis. Student 
progress will be monitored through an annual written 
and/or oral external assessment. Feedback from this 
assessment serves to identify areas that require 
additional attention by the student. The assessment will 
permit the development of specific clinical and/or 
didactic improvement objectives before the next annual 
assessment.  
 
The program of study is determined by the department in 
consultation with the supervisor and supervisory 
committee. 
 
Required courses (66) 
 
First Year (29) 

• DENT 562 (2) – TMD/Orofacial Pain  
• DENT 565 (1)– Evidence Based Dentistry 
• DENT 566 (1)– Systematic Reviews in Dentistry 
• DENT 570 (3)– Periodontology Fundamentals I  
• DENT 571 (3)– Implantology Fundamentals I 
• DENT 572 (3)– Periodontology Seminars I 
• DENT 573 (10)– Periodontology Clinics I 
• OBIOL 500 (3)– Oral Biology I  
• OBIOL 501 (3)– Oral Biology II 

 
Second Year (24) 

• DENT 551 (3)– Introduction to Applied Statistics 
• DENT 670 (3)– Periodontology Fundamentals II 
• DENT 671(3) – Implantology Fundamentals II 
• DENT 672 (3)– Periodontology Seminars II 
• DENT 673 (10)– Periodontology Clinics II 
• DENT 674 (2)– Advanced Oral Pathology for 

Periodontology 
 
Third Year (13) 

• DENT 770 (1)– Periodontology Fundamentals III 
• DENT 771 (1)– Implantology Fundamentals III 
• DENT 772 (1)– Periodontology Seminars III 
• DENT 773 (10)– Periodontology Clinics III 

 
Thesis 

• Registration in 900-level THES. Students are 
required to complete and defend a thesis.  
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Length of Program 
The minimum time required to complete the MSc is three 
years. 
 
  
 
 
 
The Degree of PhD in Medical Sciences - 
Dentistry and the Degree of PhD in Medical 
Sciences - Oral Biology [Graduate]     
The Department of Dentistry offers the PhD in Medical 
Sciences - Dentistry and the PhD in Medical Sciences - 

Seminars 
Students have an attendance requirement for the 
Discover Dental Sciences seminars and to participate in 
the Graduate Student Research Day. 
 
Requirements for Clinical courses  
These requirements must be met prior to starting the 
clinical courses. If there is an associated fee, students are 
responsible for the costs incurred. 

• Medical Testing and Immunization  
Requirements:  To ensure, insofar as possible, 
both student and patient safety, the Faculty of 
Medicine and Dentistry requires that all students 
must have their immunization status reviewed 
and updated as necessary by a qualified 
healthcare professional upon acceptance into a 
health sciences program. (University Infectious 
Diseases Regulation) 

• Police Information Checks and Protection for 
Persons in Care:  Applicants should be aware that 
a clear Police Information Check (PIC) is required 
as a condition of admission and that any criminal 
charges pending must be declared.  (Requirement 
for Police Information Checks);   (Protection for 
Persons in Care)   

• Professional Standards for Students in the 
Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry:  (Professional 
and Ethical Standards) 

• The Department of Dentistry Technical Standards 
Policy:  defines the necessary knowledge, skills, 
professional behaviors, and attitudes expected of 
students.   (Technical Standards) 

 
 
Length of Program 
The minimum time required to complete the MSc is three 
years.   
 
The maximum time permitted to complete the program as 
set by the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research is 
four years. 
 
The Degree of PhD in Medical Sciences - 
Dentistry [Graduate]     
 
The Department of Dentistry offers the degree of PhD in 
Medical Sciences - Dentistry.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6958#university_infectious_diseases_regulation
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6958#university_infectious_diseases_regulation
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6961#requirement-for-police-information-checks
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6961#requirement-for-police-information-checks
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=7045#protection-for-persons-in-care
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=7045#protection-for-persons-in-care
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=7043#professional-standards-expectations-for-students-and-applicants-in-the-faculty-of-medicine-and-dentistry
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=7043#professional-standards-expectations-for-students-and-applicants-in-the-faculty-of-medicine-and-dentistry
https://cloudfront.ualberta.ca/-/media/medicine/departments/school-of-dentistry/technical-standards-policy.pdf
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Oral Biology. The program of study and professional 
development requirements are determined in 
consultation with the supervisor and supervisory 
committee. The general description for the PhD in Medical 
Sciences is as presented for all PhD programs in Medical 
Sciences (see Medical Sciences).  
 
 
In addition the Department of Dentistry requires 
a Master’s degree or the consent of the Department of 
Dentistry. 
 
[moved down from Entrance Requirements] 
The Department's normal requirements for admission of 
graduate students are a minimum of 3.0 or equivalent 
GPA during the last two years of an undergraduate or 
graduate degree at the University of Alberta, or equivalent 
qualification from another institution,  
 
 
and a TOEFL score of at least 580 (paper-based) or 95 
with at least 20 per section (Internet-based), or a MELAB 
minimum score of 91; or a CAEL minimum score of 70 
with at least 70 on each subtest; or an IELTS (Academic) 
minimum score of 7.5 with at least 6 on each band, where 
applicable (see English Language 
Requirement).Admission is dependent upon the 
recommendation of the Department of Dentistry's 
Graduate Committee and the Medical Sciences Graduate 
Program Committee. In addition, the 
applicant's curriculum vitae, previous research 
experience, letters of recommendation and statement of 
intent will be considered for the admission decision. 
Other facts would be considered on a case per case basis. 
All short listed PhD applicants will be interviewed by 
representatives of the Department's Graduate Studies 
Committee.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Entrance Requirements 
The Department's minimum admission requirements are 
a master’s degree with an average of 3.0 on a four-point 
scale in the last 60 or two years of undergraduate or 
graduate work  at the University of Alberta, or an 
equivalent qualification from a recognized institution. 
 
Applicants without a master’s degree must have consent 
of the Department of Dentistry. 
 
Where applicable, applicants must provide proof of 
English Language Proficiency (refer to English Language 
Requirement). Any one of the following is acceptable:  

• TOEFL (paper-based) minimum score 580; 
• TOEFL (internet-based) minimum score 95 with 

at least 20 per section;  
• MELAB minimum score of 91;  
• CAEL minimum score of 70 with at least 70 on 

each subtest;  
• or an IELTS (Academic) minimum score of 7.5 

with at least 6 on each band. 
 
All applicants are also required to submit the following: 

• a current curriculum vitae 
• a statement of intent 
• three letters of recommendation (two must be 

professional) 
• Applicants must identify a willing faculty 

supervisor 
• Applicants must identify a potential thesis topic 
• Applicants must identify potential funding in 

their application. 
 
Admission is dependent upon the approval of the 
Department of Dentistry Graduate Studies Committee and 
the Medical Sciences Graduate Program Committee. 
 
For the MSc in Medical Sciences – Dental Hygiene, the MSc 
and PhD in Medical Sciences – Dentistry, and the MSc and 
PhD in Medical Sciences – Oral Biology, applications are 
always open.  Applications received by March 1 will 
receive preference for Fall Term (September) admission. 
Applications received by June 1 will receive preference 
for Winter Term (January) admission.  
 
Program Requirements 
Students are required to complete a minimum of 12 in 
coursework, consisting of 6 in required courses and 6 
in elective courses. The program also consists of seminars 
and a thesis. The program of study is determined by the 
Graduate Program Director in consultation with the 
supervisor and supervisory committee.  
 
Student progress will be monitored through an oral and 

https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#english-language-requirement
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#english-language-requirement
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The program of study and professional development 
requirements are determined in consultation with the 
supervisor and supervisory committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

written assessment and an interview with the Graduate 
Program Coordinator in the Spring term.   
 
Required courses (6) 

• DENT 542 (1)– Research Methodology 
• DENT 543 (3)– Introduction to Research Methods 

and Data Management 
• DENT 601 (2)–  Seminars in Oral Health Sciences 

 
Elective courses (6) 

• Students must complete 6 in graduate-level 
courses chosen in consultation with the program 
director and their supervisor. 

 
Thesis 

• Registration in 900-level THES. Students are 
required to complete and defend a thesis.  

 
Candidacy exam 
Students are required to take a written and oral 
candidacy examination. Students must demonstrate that 
they possess an adequate knowledge of the discipline and 
of the subject matter relevant to their thesis topic, and 
that they have the ability to pursue and complete original 
research at an advanced level. 
 
Seminars 
Students have an attendance requirement for the 
Discover Dental Sciences seminars and to participate in 
the Graduate Student Research Day. 
 
 
Length of Program 
The time required to complete the PhD will vary 
according to the previous training of the applicant and the 
nature of the research undertaken; however, a maximum 
of five years is considered normal. The maximum time 
permitted to complete the PhD program as set by the 
Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research is six years. 
 
  
The Degree of PhD in Medical Sciences - Oral 
Biology [Graduate] 
The Department of Dentistry offers the degree of PhD in 
Medical Sciences – Oral Biology.  
 
Entrance Requirements 
The Department's minimum admission requirements are 
a master’s degree with an average of 3.0 on a four-point 
scale in the last 60 or two years of undergraduate or 
graduate work  at the University of Alberta, or an 
equivalent qualification from a recognized institution. 
 
Applicants without a master’s degree must have consent 
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[moved down from Entrance Requirements] 
The Department's normal requirements for admission of 
graduate students are a minimum of 3.0 or equivalent 
GPA during the last two years of an undergraduate or 
graduate degree at the University of Alberta, or equivalent 
qualification from another institution,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
and a TOEFL score of at least 580 (paper-based) or 95 
with at least 20 per section (Internet-based), or a MELAB 
minimum score of 91; or a CAEL minimum score of 70 
with at least 70 on each subtest; or an IELTS (Academic) 
minimum score of 7.5 with at least 6 on each band, where 
applicable (see English Language 
Requirement).Admission is dependent upon the 
recommendation of the Department of Dentistry's 
Graduate Committee and the Medical Sciences Graduate 
Program Committee. In addition, the 
applicant's curriculum vitae, previous research 
experience, letters of recommendation and statement of 
intent will be considered for the admission decision. 
Other facts would be considered on a case per case basis. 
All short listed PhD applicants will be interviewed by 
representatives of the Department's Graduate Studies 
Committee.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

of the Department of Dentistry. 
 
Where applicable, applicants must provide proof of 
English Language Proficiency (refer to English Language 
Requirement). Any one of the following is acceptable:  

• TOEFL (paper-based) minimum score 580; 
• TOEFL (internet-based) minimum score 95 with 

at least 20 per section;  
• MELAB minimum score of 91;  
• CAEL minimum score of 70 with at least 70 on 

each subtest;  
• or an IELTS (Academic) minimum score of 7.5 

with at least 6 on each band. 
 
All applicants are also required to submit the following: 

• a current curriculum vitae 
• a statement of intent 
• three letters of recommendation (two must be 

professional) 
• Applicants must identify a willing faculty 

supervisor 
• Applicants must identify a potential thesis topic 
• Applicants must identify potential funding in 

their application. 
 
Admission is dependent upon the approval of the 
Department of Dentistry Graduate Studies Committee and 
the Medical Sciences Graduate Program Committee. 
 
For the PhD in Medical Sciences – Oral Biology, 
applications are always open.  Applications received by 
March 1 will receive preference for Fall Term 
(September) admission. Applications received by June 1 
will receive preference for Winter Term (January) 
admission.  
 
Program Requirements 
Students are required to complete a minimum of 12 in 
coursework, consisting of 6 in required courses and 6 
in elective courses. The program also consists of seminars 
and a thesis. The program of study is determined in by the 
Graduate Program Director in consultation with the 
supervisor and supervisory committee. 
 
Student progress will be monitored through an oral and  
written assessment and an interview with the Graduate 
Program Coordinator in the Spring term.   
 
Required courses (6) 

• DENT 542 (1)– Research Methodology 
• DENT 543 (3)– Introduction to Research Methods 

and Data Management 
• DENT 601 (2)–  Seminars in Oral Health Sciences 

 

https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#english-language-requirement
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#english-language-requirement
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The Degree of PhD in Medical Sciences - 
Orthodontics [Graduate]     
The Department of Dentistry offers a PhD in Medical 
Sciences - Orthodontics. It is a full-time program with 
clinical training integrated into it. Through a combination 
of didactic and clinical courses, the program is structured 
to prepare the dental graduate for an orthodontic practice 
and/or a related academic appointment. This is a thesis 
based program.  
 
[moved to Program Requirements] 
In addition, the clinical requirements involve successful 
completion of a selected number of teaching cases. 
Clinical training will not start until defined research 

Elective courses (6) 
Students must complete 6 in graduate-level courses 
chosen in consultation with the program director and 
their supervisor. 
 
Thesis 

• Registration in 900-level THES. Students are 
required to complete and defend a thesis.  

 
Candidacy Exam 
Students are required to take an oral and written 
candidacy examination. Students must demonstrate that 
they possess an adequate knowledge of the discipline and 
of the subject matter relevant to their thesis topic, and 
that they have the ability to pursue and complete original 
research at an advanced level. 
 
Seminars 
Students have an attendance requirement for the 
Discover Dental Sciences seminars and to participate in 
the Graduate Student Research Day. 
  
 
Length of Program 
The time required to complete the PhD will vary 
according to the previous training of the applicant and the 
nature of the research undertaken; however, a maximum 
of five years is considered normal. The maximum time 
permitted to complete the PhD program as set by the 
Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research is six years. 
 
 
The Degree of PhD in Medical Sciences - 
Orthodontics [Graduate]     
The Department of Dentistry offers the degree of PhD in 
Medical Sciences - Orthodontics. It is a full-time research 
training program with clinical training integrated into it. 
Through a combination of didactic and clinical courses, 
the program is structured to prepare the dental graduate 
for an orthodontic practice and/or a related academic 
appointment.   
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milestones are attained.  
 
Information about the program may be found 
at www.ualberta.ca/school-of-dentistry/programs-and-
admissions/graduate-studies/msc-orthodontics. The 
application deadline is September 1 for the following 
September admission. As part of the selection process, 
selected applicants will be invited to an interview. 
Students enrolled in the PhD in Medical Sciences - 
Orthodontics program will not have the option of 
transferring to the MSc in Medical Sciences - Orthodontics 
program.  
 
Entrance Requirements 
In addition to the general entrance requirements 
(Dentistry), a Doctor of Dental Surgery (DDS) or 
equivalent dental professional designation, as well as a 
Master’s degree  or consent of both the Department of 
Dentistry and the Division of Orthodontics are required.  
 
[moved down from Entrance Requirements] 
The Department's normal requirements for admission of 
graduate students are a minimum of 3.0 or equivalent 
GPA during the last two years of an undergraduate or 
graduate degree at the University of Alberta, or equivalent 
qualification from another institution,  
 
 
and a TOEFL score of at least 580 (paper-based) or 95 
with at least 20 per section (Internet-based), or a MELAB 
minimum score of 91; or a CAEL minimum score of 70 
with at least 70 on each subtest; or an IELTS (Academic) 
minimum score of 7.5 with at least 6 on each band, where 
applicable (see English Language 
Requirement).Admission is dependent upon the 
recommendation of the Department of Dentistry's 
Graduate Committee and the Medical Sciences Graduate 
Program Committee. In addition, the 
applicant's curriculum vitae, previous research 
experience, letters of recommendation and statement of 
intent will be considered for the admission decision. 
Other facts would be considered on a case per case basis. 
All short listed PhD applicants will be interviewed by 
representatives of the Department's Graduate Studies 
Committee.  
 
 

Applicants to this Orthodontics program must:  
• Provide an official letter from their dental school 

noting their class ranking upon graduation from 
dentistry.  
 

• Have at least one year of experience as a licensed 
dentist prior to the start of the program. Proof of 
clinical involvement as a licensed dentist not 
later than two years before application. Letter(s) 

 
 
 
 
Entrance Requirements 
The Department's minimum admission requirements are 
a Doctor of Dental Surgery (DDS) or equivalent and a 
master’s degree with an average of 3.4 on a four-point 
scale in the last 60 or two years of undergraduate or 
graduate work  at the University of Alberta, or an 
equivalent qualification from a recognized institution. 
 
Applicants without a master’s degree must have consent 
of both the Department of Dentistry and the Division of 
Orthodontics. 
 
Where applicable, applicants must provide proof of 
English Language Proficiency (refer to English Language 
Requirement). Any one of the following is acceptable:  

• TOEFL (paper-based) minimum score 580; 
• TOEFL (internet-based) minimum score 95 with 

at least 20 per section;  
• MELAB minimum score of 91;  
• CAEL minimum score of 70 with at least 70 on 

each subtest;  
• or an IELTS (Academic) minimum score of 7.5 

with at least 6 on each band. 
 
All applicants are also required to submit the following: 

• a current curriculum vitae 
• a statement of intent 
• three letters of recommendation (two must be 

professional) 
 
 
 
 

• an official letter from their dental school noting 
their class ranking upon graduation from 
dentistry.  
 

• Completion of at least one year of experience as a 
licensed dentist immediately prior to the start of 
the program is required.  

• Applicants must have a license to practice 
Dentistry in Alberta, or must have passed the 
NDEB examination of Canada.  

• Applicants who are not licensed but in a 
Canada/USA accredited GPR program are 
required to obtain a letter from the Program 
Director stating they are in good standing with no 
professional conduct issues. 

• A personal interview is required for short-listed 
applicants. These applicants will be advised of 
the arranged interview date by e-mail.   

http://www.ualberta.ca/school-of-dentistry/programs-and-admissions/graduate-studies/msc-orthodontics
http://www.ualberta.ca/school-of-dentistry/programs-and-admissions/graduate-studies/msc-orthodontics
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#english-language-requirement
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#english-language-requirement
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of good standing from current and previous 
licensing bodies must be provided.  
 
 
 

 
 

• Complete a required personal interview if short-
listed. Those applicants will be advised of the 
arranged interview date by e-mail.  

• Identify a suitable supervisor to provide support.  
 
 
For the PhD in Medical Sciences - Orthodontics program, 
applications will be received and reviewed by the Division 
of Orthodontics Committee (DOC) after approval by the 
Department of Dentistry’s Graduate Studies Committee 
(GSC) (see Medical Sciences).  
In-person participation in the formal DOC interview 
process is required for those applicants that are approved 
by the GSC and are thereafter selected for an interview by 
the DOC. 
 
[moved below to Program Requirements – Requirements 
for Clinical Courses] 
For applicants that are not licensed by Alberta Dental 
Association and College (ADA&C), a condition of 
admission is for candidates to obtain registration on the 
Education and Research Register from the ADA&C by 
August 1 prior to starting the program in the Fall Term. 
Candidates who already possess a full license from the 
ADA&C do not need to obtain additional licensure.  
 
Financial Assistance 
See (General Information). 
 
Program Requirements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Identify a suitable supervisor to provide support. 
 
 

Admission is dependent upon the approval of the 
Department of Dentistry’s Graduate Studies Committee, 
the Division of Orthodontics Selection Committee, and the 
Medical Sciences Graduate Program Committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Program Requirements 
Students are required to complete a minimum of 83 in 
required coursework . Additional courses related to the 
specific area of research may be required. The program 
also consists of seminars, a clinical component and a 
thesis. 
 
[moved from above] 
The clinical requirements involve successful completion 
of a selected number of teaching cases. Clinical training 
will not start until defined research milestones are 
attained and the candidacy examination is successfully 
passed.  Clinical training will start in September 
immediately after these conditions are met.  
 
Students enrolled in the PhD in Medical Sciences - 
Orthodontics program will not have the option of 
transferring to the MSc in Medical Sciences - Orthodontics 
program. 
 
The program of study and professional development 
requirements are determined by the Graduate Program 
Director in consultation with the supervisor and 
supervisory committee.  
 
Prior to clinical training: 
Required courses (6) 

• DENT 542 (1)– Research Methodology 
• DENT 543 (3)– Introduction to Research Methods 
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The program of study and professional development 
requirements are determined in consultation with the 
supervisor and supervisory committee.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Successful completion of the PhD candidacy examination 

and Data Management 
• DENT 601 (2)–  Seminars in Oral Health Sciences 

 
Elective courses (6) 

• Students must complete 6 in graduate-level 
courses chosen in consultation with the program 
director and their supervisor. 

 
 
Required courses in clinical curriculum (71) 
First Year (33) 

• DENT 530 (3)– Orthodontic Techniques and 
Biomechanics 

• DENT 532 (2)– Growth and Development 
• DENT 540 (6)– Orthodontic Seminars 
• DENT 541 (10)– Orthodontic Clinics 
• DENT 562 (2)– TMD/Orofacial Pain  
• DENT 565 (1)– Evidence Based Dentistry 
• DENT 566 (1)– Systematic Reviews in Dentistry 
• DENT 607 (2)– Advanced Oral Radiology 

 
• *OBIOL 500 (3) – Oral Biology I 
• *OBIOL 501 (3) – Oral Biology II 

 
* OBIOL 500 and 501 are required to be taken in 
either year one or year two. 

 
Second Year (22) 

• DENT 551 (3)– Introduction to Applied Statistics 
• DENT 552 (3)– Applied Multivariate Statistical 

Analysis 
• DENT 640 (6)– Orthodontic Seminars 
• DENT 641 (10)– Orthodontic Clinics 

 
Third Year (16) 

• DENT 740 (6)– Orthodontic Seminars 
• DENT 741 (10)– Orthodontic Clinics 

 
Thesis 

• Registration in 900-level THES. Students are 
required to complete and defend a thesis.  

 
Candidacy exam 
Successful completion of the PhD candidacy examination 
will be required by October 1 prior to the academic year 
the student starts their clinical training. This will allow 
the allocation of a clinical training spot for the following 
September start.  
 
Seminars 
Students have an attendance requirement for the 
Discover Dental Sciences seminars and to participate in 
the Graduate Student Research Day. 
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will be required by October 1 prior to the academic year 
the student starts their clinical training. This will allow 
the allocation of a clinical training spot for the following 
September start.  
 
Information about the program and the online application 
form may be found at www.ualberta.ca/school-of-
dentistry/programs-and-admissions/graduate-
studies/msc-orthodontics.  
 
 
 
 
 
[moved down from Entrance Requirements] 
For applicants that are not licensed by Alberta Dental 
Association and College (ADA&C), a condition of 
admission is for candidates to obtain registration on the 
Education and Research Register from the ADA&C by 
August 1 prior to starting the program in the Fall Term. 
Candidates who already possess a full license from the 
ADA&C do not need to obtain additional licensure.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Length of Program 
The time required to complete the PhD will vary 
according to the previous training of the applicant and the 
nature of the research undertaken; however, a minimum 
of six years is considered normal.  
 
 
 
 
 

Requirements for Clinical courses 
These requirements must be met prior to starting the 
clinical courses. If there is an associated fee, students are 
responsible for the costs incurred. 

• [moved down from Entrance 
Requirements]Students must obtain registration 
on the Education and Research Register from the 
ADA&C by August 1 prior to starting the clinical 
program in the Fall Term. Candidates who 
already possess a full license from the ADA&C do 
not need to obtain additional licensure. 

• Medical Testing and Immunization  
Requirements:  To ensure, insofar as possible, 
both student and patient safety, the Faculty of 
Medicine and Dentistry requires that all students 
must have their immunization status reviewed 
and updated as necessary by a qualified 
healthcare professional upon acceptance into a 
health sciences program. (University Infectious 
Diseases Regulation) 

• Police Information Checks and Protection for 
Persons in Care:  Applicants should be aware that 
a clear Police Information Check (PIC) is required 
as a condition of admission and that any criminal 
charges pending must be declared.  (Requirement 
for Police Information Checks);   (Protection for 
Persons in Care)   

• Professional Standards for Students in the 
Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry:  (Professional 
and Ethical Standards) 

• The Department of Dentistry Technical Standards 
Policy:  defines the necessary knowledge, skills, 
professional behaviors, and attitudes expected of 
students.   (Technical Standards) 

 
Length of Program 
The time required to complete the PhD will vary 
according to the previous training of the applicant and the 
nature of the research undertaken; however, a minimum 
of six years is considered normal. 
 
The maximum time permitted to complete the PhD 
program as set by the Faculty of Graduate Studies and 
Research is six years. 
 
  
The Degree of PhD in Medical Sciences - 
Periodontology [Graduate] 
     
The Department of Dentistry offers the degree of PhD in 
Medical Sciences - Periodontology. It is a full-time 
research training program with clinical training 
integrated into it. 
 

http://www.ualberta.ca/school-of-dentistry/programs-and-admissions/graduate-studies/msc-orthodontics
http://www.ualberta.ca/school-of-dentistry/programs-and-admissions/graduate-studies/msc-orthodontics
http://www.ualberta.ca/school-of-dentistry/programs-and-admissions/graduate-studies/msc-orthodontics
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6958#university_infectious_diseases_regulation
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6958#university_infectious_diseases_regulation
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6961#requirement-for-police-information-checks
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6961#requirement-for-police-information-checks
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=7045#protection-for-persons-in-care
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=7045#protection-for-persons-in-care
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=7043#professional-standards-expectations-for-students-and-applicants-in-the-faculty-of-medicine-and-dentistry
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=7043#professional-standards-expectations-for-students-and-applicants-in-the-faculty-of-medicine-and-dentistry
https://cloudfront.ualberta.ca/-/media/medicine/departments/school-of-dentistry/technical-standards-policy.pdf
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The Degree of PhD in Medical Sciences - 
Periodontology [Graduate]     
General Information 
The PhD in Medical Sciences - Periodontology program is 
a full-time thesis-based program with clinical training 
integrated into it.  
 
For the PhD in Medical Sciences - Periodontology 
program, applications will be received and reviewed by 
the Division of Periodontics Committee followed by 
approval by the Graduate Studies Committee (see Medical 
Sciences). 
 
 
 
Information about the program and the online application 
form may be found at www.ualberta.ca/school-of-
dentistry/programs-and-admissions/graduate-
studies/phd-periodontology.  
 
The application deadline is September 1 for the following 
September admission.  
 
Students enrolled in the PhD in Medical Sciences – 
Periodontology program will not have the option of 
transferring to the MSc in Medical Sciences – 
Periodontology program. 
 
Entrance Requirements 
In addition to the general entrance requirements 
(Dentistry), applicants must have completed a Doctor in 
Dental Surgery (DDS) or equivalent dental professional 
designation prior to the start of the program. The 
Department of Dentistry also requires a Master’s 
degree or consent of both the Department of Dentistry 
and the Division of Periodontology in order to apply.  
 
[moved down from Entrance Requirements] 
The Department's normal requirements for admission of 
graduate students are a minimum of 3.0 or equivalent 
GPA during the last two years of an undergraduate or 
graduate degree at the University of Alberta, or equivalent 
qualification from another institution,  
 
and a TOEFL score of at least 580 (paper-based) or 95 
with at least 20 per section (Internet-based), or a MELAB 
minimum score of 91; or a CAEL minimum score of 70 
with at least 70 on each subtest; or an IELTS (Academic) 
minimum score of 7.5 with at least 6 on each band, where 
applicable (see English Language 
Requirement).Admission is dependent upon the 
recommendation of the Department of Dentistry's 
Graduate Committee and the Medical Sciences Graduate 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Entrance Requirements 
The Department's minimum admission requirements are 
a Doctor of Dental Surgery (DDS) or equivalent and a 
master’s degree with an average of 3.0 on a four-point 
scale in the last 60 or two years of undergraduate or 
graduate work  at the University of Alberta, or an 
equivalent qualification from a recognized institution. 
 
Applicants without a master’s degree must have consent 
of both the Department of Dentistry and the Division of 
Periodontology. 
 
 
Where applicable, applicants must provide proof of 
English Language Proficiency (refer to English Language 
Requirement). Any one of the following is acceptable:  

• TOEFL (paper-based) minimum score 580; 
• TOEFL (internet-based) minimum score 95 with 

at least 20 per section;  
• MELAB minimum score of 91;  
• CAEL minimum score of 70 with at least 70 on 

each subtest;  
• or an IELTS (Academic) minimum score of 7.5 

with at least 6 on each band. 
 
All applicants are also required to submit the following: 

• a current curriculum vitae 
• a statement of intent 
• three letters of recommendation (two must be 

professional) 
 
 
 
 

https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#english-language-requirement
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#english-language-requirement
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Program Committee. In addition, the 
applicant's curriculum vitae, previous research 
experience, letters of recommendation and statement of 
intent will be considered for the admission decision. 
Other facts would be considered on a case per case basis. 
All short listed PhD applicants will be interviewed by 
representatives of the Department's Graduate Studies 
Committee.  
 
A suitable supervisor must be identified to support the 
applicant.  
 
Applicants to the Periodontology program must:  

• Provide an official letter from their dental school 
noting their class ranking upon graduation from 
dentistry.  

• Have at least one year of experience as a licensed 
dentist within three years prior to the start of the 
program. Letter(s) of good standing from current 
and previous licensing bodies must be provided.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Complete a required personal interview if short-
listed. Those applicants will be advised of the 
arranged interview date by e-mail.  

• Identify a suitable supervisor to provide support.  
 
[moved below to Program Requirements – Requirements 
for Clinical Courses] 
For applicants that are not licensed by Alberta Dental 
Association and College (ADA&C), a condition of 
admission is for candidates to obtain registration on the 
Education and Research Register from the ADA&C by 
August 1 prior to starting the program in the Fall 
Term. Candidates who already possess a full license from 
the ADA&C do not need to obtain additional licensure.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Program Requirements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• An official letter from their dental school noting 

their class ranking upon graduation from 
dentistry.  

• Completion of at least one year of experience as a 
licensed dentist prior to the start of the program 
is preferred.  

• Applicants must have a license to practice 
Dentistry in Alberta, or must have passed the 
NDEB examination of Canada.  

• Applicants who are not licensed but in a 
Canada/USA accredited GPR program are 
required to obtain a letter from the Program 
Director stating they are in good standing with no 
professional conduct issues. 

• A personal interview is required for short-listed 
applicants. These applicants will be advised of 
the arranged interview date by e-mail. 

• Identify a suitable supervisor to provide support. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Admission is dependent upon the approval of the 
Department of Dentistry’s Graduate Studies Committee, 
the Division of Periodontics Selection Committee, and the 
Medical Sciences Graduate Program Committee (see 
Medical Sciences). 
 
 
Program Requirements 
Students are required to complete a minimum of 69 in 
required coursework, including 12 to be completed 
during the research component, and 57 to be completed 
during the clinical component. The program also consists 
of seminars and a thesis. 
 
The clinical requirements involve successful completion 
of a selected number of teaching cases. Clinical training 
will not start until defined research milestones are 
attained and the candidacy examination is successfully 
passed.  Clinical training will start in September 
immediately after these conditions are met. 
 
The program of study is determined in consultation with 
the supervisor and supervisory committee. The research 
component will be exclusively performed during the first 
two years.  
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The program of study and professional development 
requirements are determined in consultation with the 
supervisor and supervisory committee. PhD level training 
including relevant course work and a research 
component that will be exclusively performed during the 
first two years. Successful completion of the PhD 
candidacy examination will be required by October 1 
prior to the academic year the student starts their clinical 
training. This will allow the allocation of a clinical training 
spot for the following September start. The requirements 
for the degree include coursework, a clinical component, 
and elective coursework pertinent to the PhD and a thesis. 
 
Students enrolled in the PhD in Medical Sciences - 
Periodontology will not have the option of transferring to 
the MSc in Medical Sciences - Periodontology program but 
may switch to a non-clinical MSc in Medical Sciences.  
 
 
 
OBIOL 500 - Oral Biology I 
OBIOL 501 - Oral Biology II 
DENT 542 - Research Methodology 
DENT 551 - Introduction to Applied Statistics 
DENT 552 - Applied Multivariate Statistical Analysis 
DENT 565 - Evidence Based Dentistry 
DENT 566 - Systematic Reviews in Dentistry 
DENT 572  (6)- Periodontology Seminars 
DENT 573 - Periodontology Clinics 
DENT 672 (6)- Periodontology Seminars 
DENT 673 - Periodontology Clinics 
DENT 772 (6)- Periodontology Seminars 
DENT 773 - Periodontology Clinics 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students enrolled in the PhD in Medical Sciences - 
Periodontology will not have the option of transferring to 
the MSc in Medical Sciences - Periodontology program but 
may switch to the MSc in Medical Sciences - Dentistry or 
MSc in Medical Sciences - Oral Biology.  
 
Prior to joining the clinical component of the PhD 
program, students must complete the following courses 
as part of their research component (8) 

• DENT 542 (1)–Research Methodology 
• DENT 551 (3)– Introduction to Statistics 
• DENT 565 (1)– Evidence Based Dentistry 
• DENT 566 (1)– Systematic Reviews in Dentistry 
• DENT 601 (2)– Seminars in Oral Health Sciences 

 
Elective courses (4) 

• Students must complete 4 in graduate-level 
courses chosen in consultation with the program 
director and their supervisor. 

 
 
First Year of Clinical Training (27) 

• DENT 562 (2)– TMD/Orofacial Pain  
• DENT 570 (3)– Periodontology Fundamentals I 
• DENT 571 (3)– Implantology Fundamentals I 
• DENT 572 (3)– Periodontology Seminars I 
• DENT 573 (10)– Periodontology Clinics I 
• OBIOL 500 (3)– Oral Biology I  
• OBIOL 501 (3)– Oral Biology II 

 
Second Year of Clinical Training (18) 

• DENT 601 (2)– Seminars in Oral Health Sciences 
• DENT 671 (3)– Implantology Fundamentals II 
• DENT 672 (3)–  Periodontology Seminars II 
• DENT 673 (10)– Periodontology Clinics II 

 
Third Year of Clinical Training (12) 

• DENT 771 (1)– Implantology Fundamentals III 
• DENT 772 (1)– Periodontology Seminars III 
• DENT 773 (10)– Periodontology Clinics III 

 
Thesis 

• Registration in 900-level THES. Students are 
required to complete and defend a thesis.  

 
Candidacy exam 
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Successful completion of the PhD candidacy examination 
will be required by October 1 prior to the academic year 
the student starts their clinical training. This will allow 
the allocation of a clinical training spot for the following 
September start.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[moved down from Entrance Requirements] 
For applicants that are not licensed by Alberta Dental 
Association and College (ADA&C), a condition of 
admission is for candidates to obtain registration on the 
Education and Research Register from the ADA&C by 
August 1 prior to starting the program in the Fall 
Term. Candidates who already possess a full license from 
the ADA&C do not need to obtain additional licensure.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Successful completion of the PhD candidacy examination 
will be required by October 1 prior to the academic year 
the student starts their clinical training. This will allow 
the allocation of a clinical training spot for the following 
September start.  
 
Seminars 
Students have an attendance requirement for the 
Discover Dental Sciences seminars and to participate in 
the Graduate Student Research Day. 
  
Requirements for Clinical courses 
These requirements must be met prior to starting the 
clinical courses. If there is an associated fee, students are 
responsible for the costs incurred. 

• [moved down from Entrance Requirements] 
Accepted applicants who are not licensed by the 
Alberta Dental Association and College (ADA&C) 
at the time of the start of the clinical component 
of the program must obtain registration on the 
ADA&C Education and Research Register by 
August 1 prior to the start of the clinical program 
in the Fall Term.  Applicants who are in 
possession of an active full license from the 
ADA&C do not need to obtain additional 
licensure. 

• Medical Testing and Immunization  
Requirements:  To ensure, insofar as possible, 
both student and patient safety, the Faculty of 
Medicine and Dentistry requires that all students 
must have their immunization status reviewed 
and updated as necessary by a qualified 
healthcare professional upon acceptance into a 
health sciences program. (University Infectious 
Diseases Regulation) 

• Police Information Checks and Protection for 
Persons in Care:  Applicants should be aware that 
a clear Police Information Check (PIC) is required 
as a condition of admission and that any criminal 
charges pending must be declared.  (Requirement 
for Police Information Checks);   (Protection for 
Persons in Care)   

• Professional Standards for Students in the 
Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry:  (Professional 
and Ethical Standards) 

• The Department of Dentistry Technical Standards 
Policy:  defines the necessary knowledge, skills, 
professional behaviors, and attitudes expected of 
students.   (Technical Standards) 

 
 
Length of Program 
The time required to complete the PhD will vary 
according to the previous training of the applicant and the 
nature of the research undertaken.  

https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6958#university_infectious_diseases_regulation
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6958#university_infectious_diseases_regulation
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6961#requirement-for-police-information-checks
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6961#requirement-for-police-information-checks
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=7045#protection-for-persons-in-care
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=7045#protection-for-persons-in-care
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=7043#professional-standards-expectations-for-students-and-applicants-in-the-faculty-of-medicine-and-dentistry
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=7043#professional-standards-expectations-for-students-and-applicants-in-the-faculty-of-medicine-and-dentistry
https://cloudfront.ualberta.ca/-/media/medicine/departments/school-of-dentistry/technical-standards-policy.pdf
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Length of Program 
The time required to complete the PhD will vary 
according to the previous training of the applicant and the 
nature of the research undertaken; however, a minimum 
of six years is required with six to seven years being the 
expected norm. 
 
 
  
 
Graduate Courses 
Dentistry related graduate courses can be found in Course 
Listings, under the subject headings Dentistry (DENT), 
Dental Hygiene (D HYG) and Oral Biology (OBIOL). 
 
 

 
The maximum time permitted to complete the program as 
set by the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research is six 
years. 
 
  
Graduate Courses 
Dentistry related graduate courses can be found in Course 
Listings, under the subject headings Dentistry (DENT), 
Dental Hygiene (D HYG) and Oral Biology (OBIOL). 
 

Justification:  Changes reflect FGSR request to include all program requirements and change in format.  No new or 
substantive changes are proposed, not already approved by Dentistry, Medical Sciences and FGSR. 
 
Approved by: Department Council June 6th, 2018, Medical Sciences June 12th, 2018, FoMD Graduate Studies Committee 
June 18th  
FoMD Faculty Learning Committee – July 11, 2018 
FoMD Faculty Council (for information) – July 24, 2018 
 
 



FINAL Item No. 8 

GFC ACADEMIC PLANNING COMMITTEE 
For the Meeting of October 10, 2018 

Governance Executive Summary 
Action Item 

Agenda Title: Proposal from the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research for Program Changes to 
the Master of Science in Medical Sciences – Medical Genetics and the PhD in Medical 
Sciences – Medical Genetics, Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry 

Motion:  THAT the GFC Academic Planning Committee approve, with delegated authority from 
General Faculties Council, the proposed changes to the Master of Science in Medical 
Sciences – Medical Genetics and the PhD in Medical Sciences – Medical Genetics, in the 
Department of Medical Genetics, as submitted by the Faculty of Medicine & Dentistry, and 
the Faculty of Graduate Studies & Research, as set forth in Attachment 1, to take effect 
upon approval. 

Item 
Action Requested Approval Recommendation  
Proposed by Richard N. Fedorak, Dean, Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry 

Deborah Burshtyn, Interim Dean and Vice Provost, Faculty of Graduate 
Studies and Research 

Presenter(s) Rachel Wevrick, Graduate Coordinator, Medical Genetics, Faculty of 
Medicine and Dentistry 
Janice Causgrove Dunn, Associate Dean, Faculty of Graduate Studies 
and Research 

Details 
Responsibility Provost and Vice-President (Academic) 
The Purpose of the Proposal is 
(please be specific) 

To ensure that all program requirement for the Master’s and Doctoral 
programs in the Department of Medical Genetics in the Faculty of 
Medicine and Dentistry are reflected in the University Calendar. 

Executive Summary 
(outline the specific item– and 
remember your audience)  

In 2017/18, the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research embarked on 
a project to ensure that the regulations and requirements of all graduate 
programs were appropriately reflected in the University Calendar. 

Historically, this information was contained in annually approved 
departmental guidelines and, with the increased use of websites, much 
of this information moved over to that platform. It was recognized that 
websites provide accessibility for students and flexibility for programs; 
however, as a means of tracking date sensitive information, websites are 
not considered to be ideal. As such, all graduate programs are reviewing 
their documents and will be coming forward with additions and 
modifications to Calendar entries to ensure compliance with the FGSR 
guidelines. 

The Master of Science in Medical Sciences – Medical Genetics and PhD 
in Medical Sciences - Medical Genetics calendar revisions reflect current 
practice as published in the Department of Medical Genetics Graduate 
Student Manual 2017-2018 and are highlighted in yellow in Attachment 
1. 

The entire proposal as submitted has received approval by the FoMD 
Faculty Learning Committee, with delegated authority from FoMD 
Faculty Council. FGSR has delegated authority to teaching Faculty for 
program changes.   



 

Item No. 8 

GFC ACADEMIC PLANNING COMMITTEE 
For the Meeting of October 10, 2018 

 
Supplementary Notes and 
context 

All revisions to entrance requirements and/or academic standing were 
considered and approved by the Academic Standards Committee, with 
delegated authority from GFC, on September 20, 2018. 

 
 
Engagement and Routing (Include meeting dates) 
 
Consultation and Stakeholder 
Participation  
(parties who have seen the 
proposal and in what capacity) 
 
<For information on the 
protocol see the Governance 
Toolkit section Student 
Participation Protocol> 

Those who are actively participating: 
• Sarah Hughes, Chair and Associate Professor, Department of 

Medical Genetics 
• Shari Barham, Administrative Office, Medical Genetics 

Those who have been consulted: 
• Maria Chia (Graduate Calendar project specialist), Janice 

Hurlburt, Graduate Governance and Policy Coordinator 

Those who have been informed: 
 

Approval Route (Governance) 
(including meeting dates) 

Medical Sciences Graduate Program Committee – May 22, 2018 
FoMD Graduate Program Committee – May 23, 2018 
FoMD Faculty Learning Committee – May 31, 2018 
FoMD Faculty Council (for information) – June 18, 2018 
GFC ASC-SOS (for discussion) - September 6, 2018 
GFC ASC - September 20, 2018 
GFC Academic Planning Committee (for program requirements) – 
October 10, 2018 

 
Strategic Alignment 
Alignment with For the Public 
Good 

OBJECTIVE 21: 
Encourage continuous improvement in administrative, governance, 
planning and stewardship systems, procedures, and policies that enable 
students, faculty, staff, and the institution as a whole to achieve shared 
strategic goals. 
  

Alignment with Institutional 
Risk Indicator 

Student Success 
 

Legislative Compliance and 
jurisdiction  

Post-Secondary Learning Act (PSLA) 
UAPPOL Admissions Policy 
UAPPOL Academic Standing Policy 
GFC Academic Standards Committee (ASC) Terms of Reference 
GFC Academic Planning Committee (APC) Terms of Reference 
 

 
Attachments (each to be numbered 1 - <>) 

1.  Medical Sciences – Medical Genetics graduate programs, Calendar change request 
 
Prepared by: Maria Chia (Graduate Calendar project specialist) mchia@ualberta.ca 
 

 
 

 

http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/GovernanceToolkit/Toolkit.aspx
http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/GovernanceToolkit/Toolkit.aspx
http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/GovernanceToolkit/Toolkit.aspx
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FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES AND RESEARCH 
 

 
Highlighted sections for review/approval by Academic Planning Committee (APC) 
 
2019-2020 University of Alberta Proposed Calendar Graduate Program Changes:  
 

Current Proposed  

Graduate Programs 
 
Medical Genetics [Graduate] 
Department of Medical Genetics  
Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry  
839 Medical Sciences Building  
University of Alberta 
Edmonton, Alberta T6G 2H7 
E-mail: mggradpr@ualberta.ca 
 
General Information 
The Department of Medical Genetics offers the MSc in 
Medical Sciences (Medical Genetics) degree (see Medical 
Sciences) either as part of a postgraduate training 
program for post-MD applicants or as an independent 
degree program for those proceeding from a BSc. The PhD 
degree is granted through the Medical Sciences program 
(see The Degree of PhD). Research may be carried out in a 
variety of medical genetics-related disciplines for which 
staff in the Department have active research programs. 
Inquiries should be directed to the Graduate Coordinator 
in the Department of Medical Genetics. 
 
Entrance Requirements 
The Department's normal requirements for admission of 
graduate students are those of the Faculty of Graduate 
Studies and Research but stipulating a minimum of 3.2 or 
equivalent GPA during each of the previous two years of 
university and proof of English language 
proficiency, where applicable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Graduate Programs 
 
Medical Genetics [Graduate] 
Department of Medical Genetics 
Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry 839 
Medical Sciences Building  
University of Alberta Edmonton, 
Alberta T6G 2H7 
E-mail: mggradpr@ualberta.ca 
 
General Information 
The Department of Medical Genetics offers the MSc in 
Medical Sciences (Medical Genetics) degree (see Medical 
Sciences) either as part of a postgraduate training 
program for post-MD applicants or as an independent 
degree program for those proceeding from a BSc. The PhD 
degree is granted through the Medical Sciences program 
(see The Degree of PhD). Research may be carried out in a 
variety of medical genetics-related disciplines for which 
staff in the Department have active research programs. 
Inquiries should be directed to the Graduate Coordinator 
in the Department of Medical Genetics. 
 
Entrance Requirements 
The Department's minimum admission 
requirements are an undergraduate degree with an 
average of 3.2 on a four-point scale in the last 60 or 
two years of undergraduate or graduate work at the 
University of Alberta, or an equivalent qualification 
from a recognized institution. 
 
Where applicable, applicants must provide proof of 
English Language Proficiency (refer to English Language 
Requirement). Any one of the following is acceptable:  

• TOEFL (paper based) minimum score 600,  
• TOEFL (internet based) minimum score overall 

100 with at least 20 per section,  
• Pearson Test of English (Academic) minimum 

score of 70,  
• CAEL minimum score of 70 with 70 per section,  
• MELAB minimum score of 91. 

All other proof of English language proficiency will 

https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#english-language-requirement
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=6997#english-language-requirement
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Financial Assistance 
 
 
 
 
Students are encouraged to apply for studentships from 
external agencies. Students may also be eligible for 
awards from the Faculty of Graduate Studies and 
Research and the Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry. 
Limited financial assistance toward tuition costs is 
normally available from the Department, but not 
guaranteed from year to year. 
 
Graduate Program Requirements 
 
The Degree of MSc (Medical 
Genetics) [Graduate]  
 
Program Description 
The general description for the MSc in Medical Sciences 
(Medical Genetics) is as presented for all MSc programs in 
Medical Sciences (see The Degree of MSc). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

be evaluated on a case by case basis. 
 
For all applicants, a curriculum vitae and a statement of 
interest and preferred area of research must also be 
included in the application. 
 
Academic Standing Requirement 
Students are required to maintain a minimum cumulative 
grade point average of B (3.0) or better throughout their 
program. 
 
Financial Assistance 
Financial assistance in the form of Graduate Research 
Assistant Fellowships from supervisor operating funds is 
normally available to students in good standing. 
Further information will be provided upon request. 
Students are encouraged to apply for studentships from 
external agencies. Students may also be eligible for 
awards from the Faculty of Graduate Studies and 
Research and the Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry. 
 
 
 
 
Graduate Program Requirements 
 
The Degree of MSc in Medical Sciences -
Medical Genetics [Graduate]  
 
Program Description 
The general description for the MSc program is as 
presented for all MSc programs in Medical Sciences 
(see The Degree of MSc). 
 
Students are required to complete a minimum of 6 in 
graded graduate-level coursework, and a thesis. 
 
Required courses 

• MDGEN 601 (3) or MDGEN 605 (3)  
• MDGEN 602 (1) taken three times. 
• For students in the (MatCH) specialized umbrella 

scholarship program, course substitutions will be 
allowed with permission of graduate coordinator. 

 
Thesis 

• Registration in 900-level THES 
 
Seminar  
Students must present their research in progress at a 
seminar to the Department in the second year and fourth 
year (if applicable) of their graduate program. 
 
 
 

https://calendar.ualberta.ca/preview_program.php?catoid=28&poid=27189&returnto=7168
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The Degree of PhD (Medical 
Genetics) [Graduate]  
 
Program Description 
 
The general description for the PhD in Medical Sciences 
(Medical Genetics) is as presented for all PhD programs in 
Medical Sciences (see The Degree of MSc). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Residence Requirement 
The MSc program has a minimum residence requirement 
of one and a half academic years (where an academic year 
is defined as the eight-month period from September 
through April) of full-time on-campus registration. 
 
Length of Program 
The maximum time to complete the thesis-based MSc 
program as set by the Faculty of Graduate Studies and 
Research is four years. 
 
The Degree of PhD in Medical Sciences -
Medical Genetics [Graduate]  
 
Program Description 
 
The general description for the PhD program is as 
presented for all PhD programs in Medical Sciences 
(see The Degree of PhD). 
  
Students are required to complete a minimum of 6 in 
graded graduate-level coursework, and a thesis. 
 
Required courses 

• MDGEN 601 (3) or MDGEN 605 (3)  
• MDGEN 602 (1) taken three times. 
• For students in the (MatCH) specialized umbrella 

scholarship program, course substitutions will be 
allowed with permission of graduate coordinator. 

 
Thesis 

• Registration in 900-level THES 
 
Seminar  
Students must present a research in progress seminar to 
the Department in the second year and fourth year of 
their graduate program. 
 
PhD Proposal 
All PhD students must submit a PhD Proposal to the 
Medical Sciences Graduate Program (MSGP) committee 
The proposal must be approved prior to the candidacy 
exam. 
 
Students who changed program category to the PhD from 
an MSc program must submit a PhD proposal by 24 
months into their graduate program. 
 
Students who entered the PhD program having already 
completed the MSc degree must submit a PhD Proposal 
within the first 18 months of their program. 
 
 
Candidacy Exam 

https://calendar.ualberta.ca/preview_program.php?catoid=28&poid=27189&returnto=7168
https://www.ualberta.ca/medicine/programs/graduatestudies/msgp/phd
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The candidacy exam includes a research proposal on a 
topic related to but not on their specific research topic as 
chosen by the supervisory committee from two student-
proposed topic areas. The research proposal will consist 
of ten single spaced pages and one summary page. 
 
Students who changed program category to the PhD from 
an MSc program are required to complete their candidacy 
exam within the first 36 months of their program. 
 
Students who entered the PhD program having already 
completed the MSc degree are required to complete their 
candidacy exam within the first 24 months of their 
program. 
 
Residence Requirement 
The PhD program follows the minimum residence 
requirement of the Faculty of Graduate Studies and 
Research, which is two academic years (where an 
academic year is defined as the eight-month period from 
September through April) of full-time on-campus 
registration. 
 
Length of Program 
The maximum time to complete the PhD program as set 
by the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research is six 
years. 
 
 
Graduate Courses 
Graduate courses can be found in Course Listings under 
the subject heading Medical Genetics (MDGEN). 
 

Justification: Medical Sciences Graduate Program has reduced the course credits for both the MSc and PhD programs. 
The Department of Medical genetics has determined that in order for our students to acquire the sufficient critical 
analysis skills, knowledge base and scientific writing skills that we will require our students to have a slightly higher 
course credit requirement as outlined in the document. The core courses we will now require are also listed. This will 
be a significant reduction in overall course work allowing for shorter completion times, but will still provide sufficient 
training and skill development in the required areas for our discipline. We are not accepting IELTS as proof of English 
proficiency as we find this test has not been as strong of an indicator as others. Minimum residency is described for 
MSc program as FGSR calendar states this is set by the department. Follow FGSR residency standards for a PhD. Follow 
length of program for MSc and PhD as set by FGSR. 
 
Approved by:  
Medical Sciences Graduate Program Committee, May 22, 2018 
Faculty of Medicine & Dentistry Graduate Program Committee, May 23, 2018 
 
Faculty Learning Committee Approval - May 31, 2018 
FoMD Faculty Council Committee Approval - June 18, 2018 
 

https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=7156


GFC ACADEMIC PLANNING COMMITTEE 
For the Meeting of October 10, 2018 

FINAL Item No. 9 
Governance Executive Summary 

Action Item 

Agenda Title: Report from the Dean, Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research, on the Name Change of the 
second level specialization for the MEd and PhD programs in the Department of Educational Psychology 
from Measurement, Evaluation and Cognition to Measurement, Evaluation and Data Science 

Motion: THAT the GFC Academic Planning Committee receive the report of the Dean of Graduate Studies 
and Research on approvals with authority sub-delegated from GFC Academic Planning Committee 
concerning the name change of the second level specialization in Educational Psychology from 
Measurement, Evaluation and Cognition to Measurement, Evaluation and Data Science  

Item 
Action Requested Approval Recommendation 
Proposed by Debby Burshtyn, Interim Vice-Provost and Dean, Faculty of Graduate 

Studies and Research 
Presenter(s) Janice Causgrove Dunn, Associate Dean, Faculty of Graduate Studies 

and Research 

Details 
Responsibility Provost and Vice-President (Academic) 
The Purpose of the Proposal is 
(please be specific) 

The proposal is before the committee to formalize the reporting of 
decisions made by the Dean, Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research 
with authority sub-delegated by the GFC Academic Planning Committee. 

Executive Summary 
(outline the specific item– and 
remember your audience)  

GFC Academic Planning Committee has sub-delegated authority over 
Graduate Degree Specializations (also referred to as second level 
specializations) to the Dean, Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research. 

A formal receiving of the report by APC will increase transparency and 
traceability of the approvals.  

Supplementary Notes and 
context 

Engagement and Routing (Include meeting dates) 

Consultation and Stakeholder 
Participation  
(parties who have seen the 
proposal and in what capacity) 

Those informed: 
• FGSR Council in the Governance Report at the January 2019

meeting
• GFC Academic Planning Committee – receive for information

October 10, 2018

Approval Route (Governance) 
(including meeting dates) 

Department of Educational Psychology: March 1, 2018 
Graduate Academic Affairs Committee (GAAC): May 7, 2018 
Acting Dean, FGSR (Debby Burshtyn) May 28, 2018; 

Strategic Alignment 
Alignment with For the Public 
Good 

Objective 21 

Alignment with Institutional 
Risk Indicator 
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Item No. 9 
Legislative Compliance and 
jurisdiction  

Post-Secondary Learning Act 
GFC Academic Planning Committee terms of reference 

 
Attachments (each to be numbered 1 - <>) 

1.  Attachment 1 Report of the Interim Dean, Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research on name change of 
2nd-Level specialization for the MEd and PhD program to Measurement, Evaluation and Data Science 

 
Prepared by: Faculty of Graduate Studies & Research, and University Governance 

 
 



 
 

Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research 

1 

 

 

Interdepartmental 
 

Killam Centre for Advanced Studies www.gradstudies.ualberta.ca Tel: 780.492.3499 
 2-29 Triffo Hall  Fax: 780.492.0692 

 
To: GFC Academic Planning Committee Date: September 26, 2018 

 
From:   Debby Burstyn, Interim Vice-Provost and Dean 

Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research 
 

Re: Graduate Degree (second-level) Specializations 
 

The following proposal for graduate degree specializations or modifications to approved specializations 
within existing graduate degrees were submitted to the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research. 
Students with approved graduate degree specializations will have the designation appear on the thesis title 
page, transcript, and parchment, as a second level specialization. Before graduate degree specializations are 
approved by the FGSR, it must be clear that the department’s proposed designation does not require 
significant additional resources, that it has sufficient viability in terms of numbers of academic staff in the 
research area, and that a library impact assessment has been completed. 

 
According to the Academic Planning Committee’s terms of reference, all proposals for the establishment of 
graduate degree specializations shall be submitted to the Dean of the Faculty of Graduate Studies and 
Research. The Dean, after consultation, may approve proposals which do not involve base operating or 
capital funds; the Dean will report these approvals to the Academic Planning Committee for information.  
 
Department of  Educational Psychology 

 
2nd-Level specialization for the MEd (course-
based), MEd (thesis-based) and PhD programs 

Name Change 

From Measurement, Evaluation and 
Cognition 

To Measurement, Evaluation and Data Science 

The proposed specialization title change is to:  
1.  Adjust to the profound changes in the field of educational measurement and evaluation due to 
the growing interests and demands of extracting patterns and meaning from complex student data 
for evidence-based decision making. 
2.  Contemporize, augment and update the focus of our graduate programs and attract students 
who are interested in designing and analyzing modern educational assessments with digital 
technology and data analytics. 
3.  Better project the integration of the associated faculty members’ research, scholarship and 
teaching. 
 
A potential outcome of our name change is to attract students who are interested in designing and 
analyzing modern educational assessments with digital technology and data science.  
 
There is only one other educational measurement program in Canada, offered by the University of 
British Columbia. The program title is “Measurement, Evaluation, and Research Methodology”. We 
have consulted with the senior professor in the program, Dr. Bruno Zumbo, and no concerns have 
been raised. 
 
Approved:   
Department of Educational Psychology: March 1, 2018 
Graduate Academic Affairs Committee (GAAC): May 7, 2018 
Acting Dean, FGSR (Debby Burshtyn) May 28, 2018;  
Will be reported to FGSR Council in the Governance Report at the January 2019 meeting. 

 

http://www.gradstudies.ualberta.ca/


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 

FACULTY OF EDUCATION Graduate Academic Affairs Council (GAAC) Calendar Submission 

Department: Educational Psychology [Graduate] General Information

Implementation: [X] Normal
[ 1 Early (must provide rationale & assurance that affected students can be contacted) 

Type of Change: [ ] New Course© [ 1 Editorial Change I 1 New Program@ [ ] Course Deletion 

(!) Attach information as per GAAC request (see page 2) 
@ Attach FGSR proposal 

Rationale for Proposal (Note: A detailed rationale must be provided for each submission) 

The proposed specialization title change (from Measurement, Evaluation and Cognition to Measurement, Evaluation and 
Data Science) is to: 

1. Adjust to the profound changes in the field of educational measurement and evaluation due to the
growing interests and demands of extracting patterns and meaning from complex educational data for
evidence-based decision making.

2. Contemporize, augment and update the focus of our graduate programs and attract students who are
interested in designing and analyzing modem educational assessments with digital technology and data
analytics.

3. Better project the integration of the associated faculty members' research, scholarship and teaching.

Is this a submission of [X] Consultation and Notice of Motion? Or ] Formal Motion for Approval? 
(If so, provide date of Notice of Motion) 

Calendar Copy 

Current Calendar Link (Insert below): 

http://calendar.ualberta.ca/preview program.php?catoid=20&poid=191 OB&returnto=5146 

CURRENT CALENDAR 
(Use strike out for all changes) 

The Department offers programs leading to the degree of 
PhD in the following specializations: Psychological Studies 
in Education; School and Clinical Child Psychology; 
Counselling Psychology (CPA accredited); Special 
Education; Measurement, Evaluation and Cognition; and 
Studies in Teaching and Learning English as a Second 
Language (TESL). Programs leading to the degree of MEd 
(thesis-basis) are offered in the following specializations: 
Psychological Studies in Education; School and Clinical 
Child Psychology; Counselling Psychology; School 
Counselling; Measurement, Evaluation and Cegnitien; 
Special Education; Technology in Education; and 
Teaching English as a Second Language (TESL). 

·�nature

PROPOSED CALENDAR 
(Unde·rline all additions) 

The Department offers programs leading to the degree 
of PhD in the following specializations: Psychological 
Studies in Education; School and Clinical Child 
Psychology; Counselling Psychology (CPA accredited); 
Special Education; Measurement, Evaluation and .Qms 
Science; and Studies in Teaching and Learning English 
as a Second Language (TESL). Programs leading to the 
degree of MEd (thesis-basis) are offered in the following 
specializations: Psychological Studies in Education; 
School and Clinical Child Psychology; Counselling 
Psychology; School Counselling; Measurement, 
Evaluation and Data Science; Special Education; 
Technology in Education; and Teaching English as a 
Second Language (TESL). 

Faculty of Education. Olflce of lho Dean. University of Alberta 845 Education S0u1h 11210 - 87 Ave Edmonton Alberta T6G 2G5 GAAC Form October 25. 2016 

jhurlbur
Highlight



FINAL Item No. 10 

GFC ACADEMIC PLANNING COMMITTEE 
For the Meeting of October 10, 2018 

Governance Executive Summary 
Action Item 

Agenda Title: Proposed Sounds Studies Institute in the Faculty of Arts 

Motion:  THAT the GFC Academic Planning Committee, under delegated authority from General 
Faculties Council, approve the new Sound Studies Institute, as proposed by the Faculty of 
Arts and contained within Attachment 1, to be effective immediately. 

Item 
Action Requested Approval Recommendation 
Proposed by Lesley Cormack, Dean, Faculty of Arts 
Presenter(s) Mary Ingraham, Professor, Faculty of Arts 

Steve Patten, Associate Dean (Research), Faculty of Arts 

Details 
Responsibility Provost and Vice-President (Academic) 
The Purpose of the Proposal is 
(please be specific) 

To approve the establishment of the Sound Studies Institute. 

Executive Summary 
(outline the specific item– and 
remember your audience)  

Sound studies is an interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary field that 
centralizes sound in research and creative practices. Sound studies in 
North America commonly links only broad issues of listening and 
technologies of sound reproduction and distribution, and is rooted in 
music, technology studies, and the social sciences. At the University of 
Alberta, the Sound Studies Institute pushes sound studies beyond a 
focus on human sonic activity and welcomes scholarship from any field 
or discipline that takes up sound in some way. 

Research in sound at the University of Alberta is rooted in exploration of 
hearing, vocalization, communication, cognition, sensory studies, 
acoustics, psychoacoustics, media, natural environments, and biological, 
information and computing sciences. The Sound Studies Institute (SSI) 
offers researchers opportunities to work together, to discover new areas 
of convergent enquiry, to benefit from collective administrative support 
for their research and teaching, and provides a philosophical and 
physical locus for collaboration and innovation across disciplines. The 
goal is less to define a method than to seek out intersections across 
research programs, and to support sound research through a 
collaborative and sustainable research network. Several collaborative 
projects are already underway for cross-disciplinary and cross-Faculty 
researchers. 

In addition to serving as an interdisciplinary community across Faculties 
and beyond the University, SSI stewards the historically, culturally, and 
philosophically significant Moses and Frances Asch Collection of 
Folkways Records. It is also a signatory to two important Memoranda of 
Understanding at the University of Alberta: 

1) with the Aboriginal Multi-Media Society of Alberta, and

2) with the Cultures of Sound Network (partners include Smithsonian
Folkways, the Canadian Museum of History, and Memorial University of 
Newfoundland). 

Opportunities created by the Sound Studies Institute go far beyond the 
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interests of a single faculty member, department, or Faculty, as 
interdisciplinary and creative teams and complex research environments 
have the potential to increase legal and reputational risk for the 
University. We confirm that SSI has consulted extensively with senior 
management at the Faculty of Arts and with the University of Alberta’s 
legal counsel to understand and mitigate these risks and to ensure only 
the highest level of professionalism in its governance and activities. We 
have articulated and shared with our community a clear purpose, 
mission, and statement of values that guide our work and inform our day-
to-day practices. And we will continue to address issues as they arise 
with the assistance of senior management, UAlberta legal counsel, and a 
dedicated SSI governance team (Administrative Board, Research 
Committee, and Advisory Council) comprised of key stakeholders from 
senior positions who will also assist in monitoring and mitigating 
unforeseen risks in SSI activities on an ongoing basis. 

Reputational and legal risks associated with the Moses and Frances 
Asch Collection (the audio and visual content of which is owned by the 
Smithsonian Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage) and current 
collaborative work with Smithsonian Folkways have been addressed in 
consultation with UAlberta's legal counsel over the past three years, 
particularly in the areas of copyright and licensing for use of materials in 
the Asch Collection. We are confident that reputational and legal issues 
relating to audio and video materials in this collection are fully 
understood by all parties moving forward and that the possibility for 
unforeseen risk is therefore lessened. 

The Sound Studies Institute is developed on a flexible, activity-based 
financial model and is intended to function based on a variety of sources 
including internal and external grants and fundraising. There is no 
significant risk in this model, as there are no long-term financial 
commitments that are not covered by current ongoing grants and funding 
sources; future activities will be scaled on as required in response to 
available funding. 

The Faculty of Arts is providing strong, upfront funding for two years (to 
2020) to assist SSI in building capacity for these inputs and to encourage 
financial self-sufficiency by the end of this period. Additionally, SSI has 
been building research capacity through grants and with the assistance 
of Affiliated Researchers for several years and our activities and 
research networks suggest continued success (and, indeed, increase) in 
funding support from multiple sources in the future. 

The Sound Studies Institute is a space of reciprocity and community-
building through sharing and listening that supports the work of 
individuals and teams at every stage of research. One of our primary 
activities is growing and fostering an active network of faculty, graduate 
and undergraduate students, and community partners. We help 
individuals and communities make important connections across their 
research, assist them in identifying research assistants and participants 
with specific skill sets, work with them to build innovative, 
interdisciplinary grant applications, and we offer technical and 
administrative support in areas such as project management and 
research dissemination. 

Our Affiliated Researchers have told us that they also need informal 
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channels to build and sustain their work. As an initiative, Sound Studies 
has been building this capacity for the past 20 months. The diverse 
disciplines of our Affiliated Researcher network – which currently 
includes researchers from the Faculties of Arts, Education, Engineering, 
Rehabilitation Medicine, Science, and Faculté Saint-Jean – demonstrate 
a clear need for (and the current absence of) such an interdisciplinary 
hub at the University of Alberta. Key faculty researchers from across the 
University of Alberta already affiliated with Sound Studies evidence 
national and international stature through consistent support from major 
national and international funding bodies, partnerships with provincial, 
federal and international corporations, publication outputs, and student 
demand for courses and graduate research programs. 

SSI will provide a physical and intellectual hub for sharing, exploring, 
supporting, and celebrating research in sound and to further the 
University of Alberta’s goals to engage, sustain, and excel. 

Supplementary Notes and 
context 

 

 
Engagement and Routing (Include meeting dates) 
 
Consultation and Stakeholder 
Participation  
(parties who have seen the 
proposal and in what capacity) 
 
<For information on the 
protocol see the Governance 
Toolkit section Student 
Participation Protocol> 

Those who are actively participating: 
 

 
Note: We have been working in the Faculty of Arts to develop Sound 
Studies for nearly 2 years and thus have had considerable time to 
consult and inform. The list of names and communities below represents 
only a portion of our activities. 
 
Those who have been consulted: 

• Centres and Institutes Committee (CIC) 
• Andrea Patrick, Portfolio Initiatives Manager, Office of the Provost 

and Vice-President (Academic) 
• Arts Executive Committee: meeting February 27, 2018 
• Arts Faculty Council: meeting March 22, 2018 
• Arts Collaboration Enterprise (ACE) 
• Researcher Consultation Sessions, including all SSI Affiliated 

Researchers (see list of researchers included in application) 
• SSI Graduate and Undergraduate Student Researchers (through 

multiple email communications and in an SSI Graduate Student 
Networking Lunch on March 15, 2017 that was attended also by 
Assoc. VP (Research) Prof. Sue Hamilton) 

• Discussion with International Sound Studies Researchers, 
specifically members of the “Listening Across Disciplines” 
Research Network based at the University of the Arts London 
(members from Denmark, Netherlands, Germany and the UK) at 
meetings on December 15-16, 2016 

 
 
Those who have been informed: 

• Deans and Associate Deans of the Faculties of Education, 
Science, Rehabilitation Medicine and Faculté Saint-Jean;  

http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/GovernanceToolkit/Toolkit.aspx
http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/GovernanceToolkit/Toolkit.aspx
http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/GovernanceToolkit/Toolkit.aspx


 

Item No. 10 

GFC ACADEMIC PLANNING COMMITTEE 
For the Meeting of October 10, 2018 

 
• Vice-Provost and Chief Librarian 
• All members of Arts Faculty Council 
• Directors of Faculty of Arts Centres and Institutes 
• Chair of Music and all members of Music Department Council 
• Michael Asch, son of the donors of the Asch Collection 
• External academic colleagues, including: Prof. Beverley Diamond 

and Prof. Harry Berger, MUN (CSN partners); Prof. Salomé 
Voegelin, Univ. Arts London; Prof. Sally Treloyn, Univ. of 
Melbourne, AU; Prof. Andrea Emberly, York University; and 
numerous other partners in collaborative research 

• Edmonton community colleagues, including: Bert Crowfoot, 
AMMSA; Terry Wickham, Edmonton Folk Music Festival; Bill and 
Betty-jo Werthman, Northern Lights Folk Club; Holger Pedersen, 
Stoney Plain Records 

• Smithsonian Folkways and Smithsonian Centre for Folklife and 
Cultural Heritage, including: Michael Mason, Huib Schippers, and 
Atesh Sonneborn (partners in CSN) 

• Canadian Museum of History, Judith Klassen (CSN partner) 
 

Approval Route (Governance) 
(including meeting dates) 

 
GFC Academic Planning Committee – October 10, 2018 
 

 
Strategic Alignment 
Alignment with For the Public 
Good 

OBJECTIVE 11: 
Advance the University of Alberta’s reputation for research excellence by 
pursuing fundamental and original questions and ideas, pushing the 
frontiers of knowledge, inspiring creative experimentation, driving 
innovation, and advancing society. 
 
OBJECTIVE 13: 
Enable University of Alberta researchers to succeed and excel. 
 
OBJECTIVE 16: 
Enhance, increase, and sustain reciprocal, mutually beneficial 
community relations, community engagement, and community-engaged 
research and scholarship that will extend the reach, effectiveness, 
benefit, and value of our university-community connections. 
 
OBJECTIVE 17: 
Facilitate, build, and support interdisciplinary, cross-faculty, and cross-
unit engagement and collaboration. 

Alignment with Institutional 
Risk Indicator 

Risk: Research Enterprise 
Risk statement: If the university does not effectively manage and support 
its research enterprise it will be unable to fulfill its mission and academic 
goals as an internationally recognized research-intensive university. 
 
Risk: Reputation 
Risk Statement: If the university does not protect and enhance its 
reputation, it could fail to achieve its academic mission and goals. 
 
Risk: Relationships with Stakeholders 
If the university does not establish and maintain constructive 
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relationships with its key stakeholders, it could fail to achieve its 
academic mission and goals. 

Legislative Compliance and 
jurisdiction  

Post-Secondary Learning Act 
GFC Academic Planning Committee Terms of Reference 
Centres and Institutes Policy (UAPPOL) 

 
Attachments: 

1. Attachment 1: Sound Studies Institute Proposal 
2.   Attachment 2: Sound Studies Institute Advisory Bodies 
 
Prepared by: Mary I. Ingraham, Director, SSI; maryi@ualberta.ca; Andrea Patrick, Portfolio Initiatives 
Manager, Office of the Provost and Vice-President (Academic), apatrick@ualberta.ca  

 
 

mailto:maryi@ualberta.ca
mailto:apatrick@ualberta.ca


























































































 

TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR SOUND STUDIES (SSI) ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD 
(Dated for reference April 2018) 

 
Purpose 

To provide the direction necessary for the success of SSI in its mission to engage in and 
promote research and community engagement. 

 
Constitution (9 members: 6 voting; 3 non-voting) 

• Dean of Arts, or designate (Chair) ex officio; 
• [Chair, SSI Advisory Council, ex officio]; 
• One Chair of a Faculty of Arts department;* 
• Two faculty members from Faculty of Arts departments;* 
• One faculty member from a non-Faculty of Arts department; * 
• SSI Director, ex officio (non-voting); and 
• Senior Officer, Arts Collaboration Enterprise (ACE), ex officio (non-voting). 

*Appointments for up to three years, renewable, are made by the Dean of Arts. 
 

Meeting Frequency 
• Administrative Board is to meet at least once annually. 

 
Functions 

• To approve for submission to the Dean, SSI’s annual budget and annual programming 
and research reports. 

• To provide strategic advice and guidance to the SSI Director on research 
programing activities. 

• To provide regular review in order to ensure the SSI’s ongoing contribution to the 
mission of the Faculty of Arts and the University. 

• To advance the SSI mandate through effective advocacy, intra- and extramurally, as 
opportunities present themselves. 

 
Meeting Secretariat 

SSI and ACE will provide administrative support to the Administrative Board. 
 

SSI will hold the official records of the Administrative Board's deliberations. The 
records of the Administrative Board will be subject to provincial FOIPP legislation. 

 
SSI: Purpose ~ Mission ~ Values 
Purpose: Fostering communities through collaborative research in sound 
Mission: Leading with listening, we create a supportive space where curiosity can transcend 
disciplinary boundaries. 
Values: Reciprocity ~ Integrity ~ Collaboration ~ Diversity 

 



  

 

 
 

TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR SOUND STUDIES (SSI) ADVISORY COUNCIL 
(Dated for reference, September 2018) 

 
  
Purpose 
The Advisory Council will: 

1.     Provide the Director with strategic advice on community engagement, research, and 
advancement opportunities for SSI; 
2.     Advance the SSI purpose and mission through effective advocacy, intra- and extramurally 
as opportunities present themselves; and 
3.     Receive an annual report of SSI’s activities, challenges, and successes. 

  
Constitution (up to 10 members: 5-7 voting; 3 non-voting) 

•       Dean of Arts or designate (Chair) ex officio; 
•       Director, SSI ex officio; 
•       Senior Officer, Arts Collaboration Enterprise (ACE) ex officio; 
•       A representative council of 5-7 nationally and internationally recognized academic and 
community members reflecting the interdisciplinary nature of SSI. Appointments for up to 
three years, renewable will be made by the Dean of Arts on the recommendation of the 
Director. 

  
Meetings & Consultations 
Meetings will normally occur once per annum. Reports will be provided to the Advisory Council at least 
annually, and the Council may be consulted between meetings. 
  
Meeting Secretariat 
SSI will provide administrative support to the Advisory Council and hold the official records of the 
Advisory Council’s deliberations. The records of the Advisory Council will be subject to provincial FOIPP 
legislation. 
 
 
SSI: Purpose ~ Mission ~ Values 
Purpose: Fostering communities through collaborative research in sound 
Mission: Leading with listening, we create a supportive space where curiosity can transcend 
disciplinary boundaries. 
Values: Reciprocity ~ Integrity ~ Collaboration ~ Diversity 



 

 

TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR SOUND STUDIES (SSI) RESEARCH COMMITTEE 
(Dated for reference March 2018) 
 
Purpose 

To assist the Director with advancing SSI’s objective of providing scholars and students interested in 
sound studies research opportunities to engage collaboratively across disciplines, to discover new areas 
of convergent enquiry, and to benefit from collective administrative support for their research and 
teaching.  
 
Constitution (5 members) (Appointment for up to three years, renewable, made by the Dean of Arts 
on the recommendation of the Director and SSI’s Administrative Board.) 

• Director (Chair) ex officio; and 
• Four academics whose research engages with Sound Studies. 

Meeting Frequency 

The SSI Research Committee will normally meet twice per term as the business of SSI requires. 

Functions 

• To generate, discuss and assess ideas and recommendations that are submitted to the Director 
from faculty members on research themes and topics to be examined by the research and 
intellectual exchange sponsored by SSI 

• To help adjudicate SSI grants, prizes, and Fellowship applications 
• To advise the Director on the design and implementation of grant and prize programs 
• To help the Director with the promotion of SSI’s lectures and activities 
• To advance the SSI mandate through effective advocacy, intra- and extramurally, as 

opportunities present themselves 
 
Meeting Secretariat 

SSI, in collaboration with the Arts Collaboration Enterprise (ACE), will provide administrative support to 
the Research Committee. 
 
SSI will hold the official records of the Research Committee’s deliberations. The records of the Research 
Committee will be subject to provincial FOIPP legislation. 
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Governance Executive Summary 
Action Item 

Agenda Title: Proposal from Faculty of Science to Change the Name of the Urban and Regional 
Planning Program to the School of Urban and Regional Planning 

Motion:  THAT the GFC Academic Planning Committee approve, under delegated authority from 
General Faculties Council, the proposed name change of the Urban and Regional Planning 
Program in the Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences in the Faculty of Science to 
the School of Urban and Regional Planning within the Department of Earth and Atmospheric 
Sciences, to take effect upon final approval. 

Item 
Action Requested Approval Recommendation  
Proposed by Dr. Frank Marsiglio, Interim Dean, Faculty of Science 
Presenter(s) Dr. Frank Marsiglio, Interim Dean, Faculty of Science 

Dr. Stephen Johnston, Chair, Earth and Atmospheric Sciences 
Dr. Sandeep Agrawal, Professor and Director, Associate Chair, Urban 
and Regional Planning Program, Earth and Atmospheric Sciences 

Details 
Responsibility Provost & Vice-President (Academic) 
The Purpose of the Proposal is 
(please be specific) 

To approve the renaming of the existing Planning Program to the 
School of Urban and Regional Planning within the Department of Earth 
and Atmospheric Sciences.  

Executive Summary 
(outline the specific item– and 
remember your audience)  

This proposal rebrands the Planning Program to the School of Urban 
and Regional Planning within the Department of Earth and Atmospheric 
Sciences in the Faculty of Science.  

The proposed School will encompass the currently existing four 
academic degree programs within the department that are commonly 
collectively referred to as the ‘Planning Program’.  The Planning 
Program includes two undergraduate programs, the BA Major and BSc 
Specialization, a Master’s program (MSc Planning) and a Ph.D. with a 
specialization in Planning. The Program currently has close to 80 
undergraduate, 35 MSc and 6 Ph.D. students. One postdoctoral fellow 
joined the Program on September 1st 2018. 

The proposal is simply to change the name of the existing Planning 
Program to the School of Urban and Regional Planning. It does not 
purport to create a new academic unit, neither does it change what 
appears on students’ parchment. Furthermore, the renaming will not 
change the degree credential or any other elements of the 
undergraduate or graduate programs in Planning. 

The Planning Program is one of the only two programs in Canada (the 
other is U of Waterloo) that offer BA/BSc, MSc and Ph.D. degrees. The 
members of the Program are very active in the local community and in 
maintaining a strong relationship with the industry including the City of 
Edmonton and other municipalities across the province. We have 
actively built up an endowment (with Brookfield Residential being a 
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major contributor to date), which is being used for students’ 
scholarships and to hold an annual distinguished speaker event. 
Industry partners, such as Stantec and Beaverbrook also support 
several students’ awards and scholarships. 

Since its inception in 2012, the Program has been headed by a Director 
and an Associate Director (since 2016) and is supported by 6.5 full-time 
faculty members, over ten sessional lecturers and a part-time Program 
Administrator. The Director has been recently appointed as an 
Associate Chair in the Department. The Program’s Advisory Committee 
provides guidance and insight concerning the program including 
curriculum development, strategic direction, accreditation, the relevance 
of course material, fundraising and assistance in the development of co-
operative education partnerships. It consists of many industry partners 
and representatives of the U of Alberta. The members are: Jodie 
Wacko, VP, Beaverbrook Development; Peter Ohm, Chief Planner, City 
of Edmonton; Michael Walters, Councillor Ward 10; Roger Epp, Director 
of UAlberta North; Gary Klassen, General Manager, City of Edmonton; 
Naomi Krogman, Professor and Associate Dean, FGSR, U of Alberta; 
Simon O’Byrne, VP, Stantec; and Bruce Duncan, Fellow of CIP; former 
General Manager of the City of Edmonton and two ex-officios. 

The Program currently suffers regarding its identity in a Department 
whose name does not reflect the presence of the Planning Program. 
Moreover, the Program is subject to intensive accreditation review 
based on the standards set by the Canadian Institute of Planners and 
the Alberta Professional Planners Institute, the national and provincially-
based regulatory bodies of the planning profession respectively. The 
review is conducted by a team of planning practitioners and academics 
every five years.  

In a recent accreditation review, the site visit team questioned the 
limited visibility of the Program within the Department. It recommended 
the renaming along with a separate designation for the Planning 
courses so that it can distinguish itself from other academic units within 
the Department including Human Geography. This is important because 
there has been confusion expressed at times as to whether the 
Planning Program at the U of A is part of the Human Geography 
program or whether it is a ‘legitimate’ planning program.   

Out of 16 Planning programs across the country, the vast majority are 
identified as a “School”, department of planning or department that 
encompasses the name “Planning”. By creating a School, we would: be 
in line with other planning academic institutions across the country; be 
compliant with the accreditation recommendations; create name 
recognition; develop an independent identity; and eliminate any 
confusion about the legitimacy of the degree programs for the potential 
undergraduate and graduate students and the external planning 
community.  

This change will not add any additional cost to the University. It may, 
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however, require funds for branding and marketing purposes. 

This change is cosmetic in nature. It does not lead to any day-to-day 
changes to the faculty, staff, or students. To further the process of 
clarifying identity, the existing "PLAN" designator that is currently being 
used for the MSc Planning degree program will also be used for the 
undergraduate program. This effort will be advanced with forthcoming 
calendar changes. This was also a requirement from the accreditation 
review.   

The Planning Program appears in a few places in the University 
Calendar. We would like to replace it with “School of Urban and 
Regional Planning”. Other changes are described in the attached 
proposed calendar change. 

We would like the name change of the existing Planning Program to be 
approved soon so that it can be launched in early 2019 just before the 
upcoming accreditation of the graduate program. As stated before, with 
a separate application, we will also proceed with changes to the 
designation of Planning courses so that they are entered into the 2019-
20 calendar.  

Supplementary Notes and 
context 

Engagement and Routing (Include meeting dates) 

Consultation and Stakeholder 
Participation  
(parties who have seen the 
proposal and in what capacity) 

<For information on the 
protocol see the Governance 
Toolkit section Student 
Participation Protocol> 

Those who are actively participating: 

Those who have been consulted: 
Dr. Jonathan Schaeffer, former Dean, Faculty of Science 
Dr. Frank Marsiglio, Interim Dean, Faculty of Science 
Dr. Stephen Johnston, Chair, EAS 
Dr. Sandeep Agrawal, Professor and Director, Urban and Regional 
Planning Programs, EAS 
Dr. Robert Summers, Faculty Service Officer and Associate Director, 
Urban and Regional Planning Programs, EAS 
The Planning Program Advisory Committee 
The Office of the Provost and Vice-President (Academic) 
Dr. Deborah Burshtyn, Vice-Provost and Dean, FGSR 
Dr. Lesley Cormack, Dean, Faculty of Arts 
Geography and Planning Students Society 

Approval Route (Governance) 
(including meeting dates) 

Faculty of Science Chairs Council (approved on Sept 6th, 2018) 
Science Faculty Council (approved on Sept 26th 2018) 
GFC Academic Planning Committee (Oct 10th, 2018)  

Strategic Alignment 
Alignment with For the Public 
Good 

This proposal supports the Institutional Strategic Plan 
objective(s)/strategies to attract top students and faculty to the Planning 
Program. It also conforms with the university’s objective to communicate 
and collaborate with internal and external stakeholders, especially, 

http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/GovernanceToolkit/Toolkit.aspx
http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/GovernanceToolkit/Toolkit.aspx
http://www.governance.ualberta.ca/GovernanceToolkit/Toolkit.aspx
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community organizations, industry, and governments. Another 
advantage of the proposal is that it will help the unit and the University at 
large enhance, increase, and sustain community relations, community 
engagement, and community-engaged research and scholarship. 

Alignment with Institutional 
Risk Indicator 

Risk: Relationships with Stakeholders 
If the university does not establish and maintain constructive 
relationships with its key stakeholders, it could fail to achieve its 
academic mission and goals. 

Risk: Reputation 
Risk Statement: If the university does not protect and enhance its 
reputation, it could fail to achieve its academic mission and goals. 

Risk: Leadership and Change 
Risk Statement: Without competent and engaged leaders and the ability 
to manage change, the university will fail to meet its mission and vision. 

Legislative Compliance and 
jurisdiction  

Post-Secondary Learning Act 
GFC Academic Planning Committee terms of reference 

Attachments: 

1. Draft School Governance
2. Planning Program brochure
3. Letters of Support
4. Calendar Changes

Prepared by: Dr. Jonathan Schaeffer, former Dean jonathan@ualberta.ca; Dr. Stephen Johnston, EAS 
Chair stjohnst@ualberta.ca; Dr. Sandeep Agrawal, Director sagrawal@ualberta.ca; Dr. Robert Summers, 
Associate Director Robert.summers@ualberta.ca  

mailto:jonathan@ualberta.ca
mailto:stjohnst@ualberta.ca
mailto:sagrawal@ualberta.ca
mailto:Robert.summers@ualberta.ca
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School of Urban and Regional Planning  
Governance 

1. Institutional Framework 

1.1. The School of Urban and Regional Planning (hereafter referred to as the School) is a Program within the 
Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences within the Faculty of Science.  

2. Earth and Atmospheric Sciences Department Chair 

2.1. Earth and Atmospheric Sciences Department Chair (hereafter referred to as the Chair) is the Department 
level authority for the School.  As noted below, many Department-level responsibilities are deferred to 
the Director and Associate Chair – Urban and Regional Planning.   

3. School Director and Associate Chair – Urban and Regional Planning 

3.1. The School Director and Associate Chair – Urban and Regional Planning (hereafter referred to as the 
Director) has the responsibility to administer, implement and develop the School’s undergraduate and 
graduate programs in consultation with the Chair and the departmental Associate Chairs Undergraduate 
and Graduate and colleagues within the School.   

3.2. The Director position will be an administrative position, but the incumbent will have the same research, 
teaching and service obligations as all faculty members in EAS. The Director will, however, receive a 
teaching reduction of 1.0 courses for directing the School. 

3.3. The Director will be appointed for a five-year term with the possibility of re-appointment by the 
Department Chair. 

3.4. The Director has the right to contact the Dean of Science or Dean of Arts regarding program issues, inter-
faculty issues, ongoing initiatives, or on issues of concern regarding the viability of the program. 

3.5. The Director is responsible for leading the accreditation of both undergraduate and graduate programs in 
the School. 

4. Undergraduate Programs 

4.1. The School’s Director will, in consultation with the Chair and the departmental Associate Chair 
Undergraduate, manage the School’s undergraduate programs (BA Major in Planning and BSc 
Specialization in Planning). Responsibilities will include, but are not limited to:  

4.1.1.  Scheduling courses 
4.1.2.  Assigning teaching 
4.1.3.  Undertaking student Recruitment (including Open House) 
4.1.4.  Administering admissions 
4.1.5.  Providing student advising oversight 
4.1.6.  TA Assignments 
4.1.7. Bringing forward to the departmental council suggested Curriculum and Calendar Changes 
4.1.8. Co-op/internship placements  

5. Graduate Programs 

5.1. The School’s Director will, in consultation with the Chair and the departmental Associate Chair 
Undergraduate and Associate Chair Graduate, manage the School’s MSc in Urban and Regional Planning 
Program.  Responsibilities will include, but are not limited to:  

5.1.1.  Scheduling courses 
5.1.2.  Assigning teaching 
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5.1.3. Student recruitment 
5.1.4. Administering admissions 
5.1.5. Providing student advising oversight 
5.1.6. TA Assignments  
5.1.7. Assigning graduate supervision 
5.1.8. Bringing forward to the departmental council suggested Curriculum and Calendar Changes  
5.1.9. Co-op/internship placements 
5.1.10. Program awards and scholarships 

6. Non-Academic Staff Management 

6.1. The Planning Administrator will report to the Assistant Chair (Administration), but job duties will be 
directed by the Director as per the job description of the position.   

7. School’s Committees  

7.1. The School of Urban and Regional Planning will have service committees which will be considered 
Department level committees for the purpose of faculty evaluation.  At present these include the 
following: 

7.1.1.  Graduate Admissions Committee 
7.1.1.1. The purpose of the Committee is to review and make decisions on the MSc (Planning) 

applications and any scholarships and awards available to Planning students. 
7.1.1.2. The Committee, chaired by the Director, will consist of at least three faculty members 

including the Director.   
 

7.1.2.  Celebration of Planning Committee 
7.1.2.1. The Committee will be responsible for organizing the Celebration of Planning, the annual 

event of the School, in concert with industry partners. 
 

7.1.3.  Web Publishing and Newsletter Committee 
7.1.3.1. The purpose of the Committee is to oversee and create the content of the School’s web 

pages and to publish the School’s annual newsletter. 
 

7.1.4.  Facilities Management Committee 

7.1.4.1. The Committee will make decisions regarding the effective management and use of the 
Planning Studio Facilities and future resources assigned to the School by the Department. 

7.1.5. Planning Programs Advisory Committee 

7.1.5.1. The purpose of the Committee is to provide guidance and insight concerning the program 
including curriculum development, strategic direction, accreditation, relevance of course 
material, fundraising and assistance in the development of co-operative education 
partnerships. 

7.1.5.2. The Committee will meet at least once a year or more frequently as determined by the 
Director.   

7.1.5.3. The Committee will include professionals and academics as appointed by the Director.  The 
committee will be chaired by the Director. 
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7.2. The Director can, in consultation with the Chair, establish further committees or modify the above 
committees as needed.  The Director will write terms of reference of the above committees and appoint 
individuals to these committees in consultation with the Chair.   

8. School’s Academic Staff 

8.1. The role of Academic Staff assessment rests with Department Chair.  

8.2. The Director will conduct the annual performance interviews for Planning faculty and make 
recommendations to the Chair. 

8.3. In promotion and tenure cases, the Director will provide written advice to the Chair.  

9. Appointments 

9.1. The School of Urban and Regional Planning will have associated academic appointments including the 
following: 

9.1.1. Associate Director – The Associate Director will assist the Director with the administration of the 
program. 

9.1.2.  Undergraduate Advisor – The Undergraduate Advisor will be the academic advisor for the BSc 
and BA programs.   

9.1.3.  Graduate Advisor – The Graduate Advisor will be the academic advisor for the MSc and PhD 
students.   

10. Faculty and Staff Hiring  

10.1. The Director will identify faculty hiring needs and make the case for new hires to the Chair. 

10.2. The Director will actively participate in the departmental hiring committees meant to hire faculty and 
staff in the School. 

11. Budget 

11.1. The School’s budget will fall under Director’s authority.  The budget will operate through the EAS office.  
Additionally, the School will make use of existing department resources such as the DIF lab, existing 
computer labs, and other existing and future resources.    

12. Planning Courses 

12.1. HGP courses can be identified as Planning courses, Human Geography and Planning Courses, and/or 
Human Geography courses.  In the near future, a proposal will be made to establish separate 
undergraduate course designators for the two programs.  At present, that breakdown is as follows: 

Human Geography and 
Planning 
 

● HGP 100 Cultures, Landscapes and Geographic Space 
● HGP 240  Cities and Urbanism 
● HGP 250 Natural Resources and Environmental Management 
● HGP 342  The Spatial Economy 
● HGP 355 Environmental Planning 
● HGP 470 Geographical Information Systems and Advanced Cartography for 

Social Sciences 
 

Human Geography 
AND/OR Planning 
(Designated on a Case 
by Case Basis) 

● HGP 381 Topics in Human Geography or Planning (Multiple Sections) 
● HGP 399 Research Methods in Human Geography and Planning (two 

sections) 
● HGP 497 Directed Study in Human Geography or Planning 
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● HGP 498 Directed Study in Human Geography or Planning II* 
● HGP 499 Practical Study in Human Geography and Planning 
 

Planning 
 

● HGP 210 Introduction to Human Geography and Planning 
● HGP 211 Design Fundamentals for Planners  
● HGP 310 Land Use Planning and Policy 
● HGP 315 Community Planning and Engagement 
● HGP 316 Planning Law 
● HGP 317 Planning Theory 
● HGP 355 Environmental Planning 
● HGP 410 Professional Planning Practice and Ethics 
● HGP 412 Finance for Planners 
● HGP 485 Advanced Topics in Planning (Multiple Sections) 
● HGP 495 – Planning Studio 
● Additional undergraduate and/or graduate Planning courses as added 

 

Human Geography 
 

● HGP 252 Human Dimensions of Environmental Hazards 
● HGP 341 Social and Cultural Geography 
● HGP 343 Health, Space and Place 
● HGP 382  Topics in Regional Geography 
● HGP 443  Environment and Health 
● HGP 450 Resource Management and Environmental Policy 
● HGP 452 Human Dimensions of Environmental Change 
● HGP 481  Advanced Topics in Human Geography 
● All Graduate HGP courses 
● Additional undergraduate and/or graduate Human Geography courses as 

added 
 

12.2. All courses with a PLAN designator are Planning courses under the School of Urban and Regional 
Planning.  

course ID course name 

PLAN 500 Planning for Resilient Cities and Regions 

PLAN 501 Planning for Northern Regions and Resource Communities 

PLAN 503 Master's Project Proposal 

PLAN 505 Master's Major Project 

PLAN 506 Master's Planning Internship 

PLAN 510 Physical Planning and Design Fundamentals 

PLAN 511 Professional Practice and Ethics 

PLAN 512 Advanced Finance for Planners 

PLAN 515 Community Planning and Engagement 

https://www.ualberta.ca/earth-atmospheric-sciences/courses/PLAN%20500
https://www.ualberta.ca/earth-atmospheric-sciences/courses/PLAN%20501
https://www.ualberta.ca/earth-atmospheric-sciences/courses/PLAN%20503
https://www.ualberta.ca/earth-atmospheric-sciences/courses/PLAN%20505
https://www.ualberta.ca/earth-atmospheric-sciences/courses/PLAN%20506
https://www.ualberta.ca/earth-atmospheric-sciences/courses/PLAN%20510
https://www.ualberta.ca/earth-atmospheric-sciences/courses/PLAN%20511
https://www.ualberta.ca/earth-atmospheric-sciences/courses/PLAN%20512
https://www.ualberta.ca/earth-atmospheric-sciences/courses/PLAN%20515
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PLAN 516 Planning Law 

PLAN 517 Advanced Planning Theory 

PLAN 555 Advanced Environmental Planning 

PLAN 570 Advanced GIS for Planners 

PLAN 585 Advanced Topics in Planning 

PLAN 595 Advanced Planning Studio 

PLAN 598 Advanced Research Methods and Analysis 

PLAN 599 Advanced Practical Field Study in Planning 

 
13. Current Planning Faculty and Teaching Resources 

13.1. 1.0 Science Faculty Position [Manish Shirgaokar] 
13.2. 1.0 Science Faculty Position [Leith Deacon]  
13.3. 1.0 Science Faculty Position [Amrita Singh] 
13.4. 1.0 Science Faculty Position [Jeff Birchall] 
13.5. 1.0 Science Faculty Position and Director [Sandeep Agrawal] 
13.6. 1.0 Science FSO Position and Associate Director [Robert Summers]  
13.7. 0.5 Science Faculty Position [Kristof Van Assche] 
13.8. 8-10 Professional Associate (Part Time Academic Staff) Positions 

https://www.ualberta.ca/earth-atmospheric-sciences/courses/PLAN%20516
https://www.ualberta.ca/earth-atmospheric-sciences/courses/PLAN%20517
https://www.ualberta.ca/earth-atmospheric-sciences/courses/PLAN%20555
https://www.ualberta.ca/earth-atmospheric-sciences/courses/PLAN%20570
https://www.ualberta.ca/earth-atmospheric-sciences/courses/PLAN%20585
https://www.ualberta.ca/earth-atmospheric-sciences/courses/PLAN%20595
https://www.ualberta.ca/earth-atmospheric-sciences/courses/PLAN%20598
https://www.ualberta.ca/earth-atmospheric-sciences/courses/PLAN%20599


D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E A R T H  A N D  A T M O S P H E R I C  S C I E N C E S

URBAN AND REGIONAL
PLANNING

DISCOVER



A NEW DEGREE IN A DEPARTMENT STEEPED IN HISTORY

URBAN AND REGIONAL
PLANNING PROGRAM



The MSc in Urban and Regional Planning is a course–based, professional 
degree providing advanced study of contemporary urban issues through 
research, study, and experiential learning modes.
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The program is administered by the Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences 
in the Faculty of Science, with deep roots in environmental science, climate change, 
community planning, and northern studies. Students have numerous opportunities 
for cross–disciplinary research, particularly with topics in human geography, and 
environmental earth sciences. 

Students have access to top researchers in numerous areas including sustainable 
community development, livable communities, northern ecosystems management, 
and impacts of land use/land cover change. The ability to draw on this expertise, 
along with access to laboratory, studio, and field research facilities such as the 
geographic information systems lab, planning studio space, and the digital imaging 
facility allows our students and faculty to excel in a collaborative and supportive 
learning environment.

COMMUNITY CONNECTION
Experiential learning in the way of internships, the planning studio, and research 
projects keep our students connected to the community. Our strong relationship with 
both government and industry also allows us to bring professional planners into the 
classroom as teaching associates, through our Practicing Professionals Initiative.

MSc IN URBAN AND REGIONAL PLANNING 
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COMMUNITIES

The Urban and Regional Planning Program strives to inspire and challenge both 
our undergraduate and graduate students to work with the local communities 
and stakeholders and apply their collective knowledge and skills in creating more 
vibrant, sustainable, and inclusive communities. We welcome everyone’s thoughts, 
ideas and imaginations to be a part of this endeavor. We look forward to welcoming 
students and trust that our journey together will be filled with new discoveries, 
perspectives, and friendships.—Sandeep Agrawal, Professor and Director of the 
Planning Program.

BUILDING RESILIENT 
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WHAT SETS US APART

FOR PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS VISIT PLANNING.EAS.UALBERTA.CA

TWO YEAR REGULAR STREAM:
Designed for applicants with degrees other 
than planning and limited or no experience 
as a professional planner.

ONE YEAR ACCELERATED STREAM: 
Designed for planning professionals looking 
to further their career. Applicants admitted 
to the accelerated stream will join year two 
of the program.

FUNDING
Financial assistance is available on a competitive basis in the form of academic assistantships, 
awards, and scholarships.

OTHER PROGRAMS IN PLANNING
DOCTORAL PROGRAM IN PLANNING
For students interested in a doctoral program, we offer a PhD in Earth and Atmospheric 
Sciences with Specialization in Urban and Regional Planning

A focus on resilient planning and attention to issues related to climate change, resource 
dependency, economic change,  winter cities, and northern towns makes our degree unique 
to Canada. In an era where climate and economic changes result in mass migration and 
increased urbanization, we have a responsibility to build resilient cities and communities. 

The need to develop a critical understanding of environmental and economic processes 
in planning for growing regions and large and small towns becomes an integral thread 
throughout the degree.

The MSc in Urban and Regional Planning is offered in two streams to cater to a growing 
market of diverse professionals.
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OPPORTUNITES 
IN PLANNING
PhD candidate Lynne Mbajiorgu’s research will investigate if and how local 
zoning bylaws, as well as municipal development plans, changed after natural 
disasters in Alberta. She is also the instructor for one of the university’s 
newest courses, “Oil & Building Resilient Communities”, a six–week course 
engaging students in discussions about building resilient communities in 
the context of Alberta’s oil and gas sector.

In May 2016, a wildfire swept through Fort McMurray, Alberta triggering the largest 
wildfire evacuation in Alberta history. Photo credit: John Ulan
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RESEARCH AREAS
Our research areas span numerous aspects of urban planning including:

•	 Effects of human rights, multiculturalism, ethnicity and religion on urban structure and public 
policies, regional planning, land use and urban design and international development.—
Sandeep Agrawal

•	 Local government decision dynamics around carbon management, and local government 
climate adaptation planning.—Jeff Birchall

•	 Environmental justice, environmental assessment, and sustainability.—Leith Deacon
•	 Transportation policy, land use planning, international development, and urban design.—

Manish Shirgaokar
•	 Economic implications of environmental degradation and restoration of environmental 

amenities.—Amrita Singh
•	 Commercial development/redevelopment as public amenity, urban decay and revitalization, 

urban infill and densification rural water supply.—Robert Summers
•	 Evolution and innovation in governance; spatial, environmental and development policy.—

Kristof Van Assche
•	 Planning and Healthcare, seniors and the built environment.—Kyle Whitfield

UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES IN PLANNING
Opportunities to study planning at the undergraduate level are available through the Faculty 
of Arts and the Faculty of Science.

The BA with a Major in Planning covers issues such as sustainability, economic development, 
urban design, and social concerns in planning, while the BSc Specialization in Planning 
focuses on the natural science elements of planning, including environmental management 
and the use of geographic information sciences.

Work experience opportunities as well as hands–on learning through field schools and studio 
projects are available for both degrees.

“WE WANT TO BUILD FORWARD–THINKING, SAFER, AND 
HEALTHIER COMMUNITIES IN ADVANCE OF NATURAL 
DISASTERS.”—LYNNE MBAJIORGU



CONTACT

DISCOVER 
URBAN AND REGIONAL PLANNING

DEPARTMENT OF EARTH AND ATMOSPHERIC SCIENCES
Planning Program Administrator
1-26 Earth Sciences Building

EMAIL: 
eas.planning@ualberta.ca

WEB: 
planning.eas.ualberta.ca

DEPARTMENT OF EARTH AND ATMOSPHERIC SCIENCES



Faculty of Science 

Office of the Dean 
6-189 Centennial Centre for Interdisciplinary Science (CCIS) 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada  T6G 2E1 
 

Tel: 780.492.4757 
Fax: 780.492.9434 

dean.science@ualberta.ca 
www.science.ualberta.ca 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Almost a decade ago, the Planning Program in the Faculty of Science was created, housed in the Department of 
Earth and Atmospheric Sciences. As Dean since 2012, I have invested Faculty resources in growing this program 
and building a strong Edmonton and Alberta reputation for it. The Planning Program has a full undergraduate 
program, a new (and over-subscribed) MSc program, growing ties to industry (including philanthropic support), 
and strong support from the City of Edmonton (including multiple student internships each year). By every metric, 
the program is a success. 
  
I have attended numerous Planning Program events and met with many industry and government partners who 
work with the Planning Program and/or hire the Program's graduates. The most common issue that arises is the 
Program's identity. The Program is invisible, hidden in the Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences, an 
excellent Department with a global reputation for research and teaching in the GeoSciences. People from outside 
the University do not understand what urban and regional planning has to do with geology. Thus, when the 
Planning Program accreditation committee required the Faculty of Science to create a visible identity for the 
Program, I enthusiastically supported it -- hence this proposal. 
  
Creating the School of Urban and Regional Planning (administratively housed in the Department of Earth and 
Atmospheric Sciences) requires no additional on-going costs. It is a one-time effort to create brand identity. 
Further, the name change has no administrative cost implications, as the Planning Program already operated 
largely autonomously within the Department. The big win is that it gives the Program an external identity. 
  
I urge the University of Alberta to quickly approve this proposal, so that we can start rebranding the Planning 
Program in time for recruiting of students in 2019. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Jonathan Schaeffer 
JS/rb 

Date: August 22, 2018 

To: Steven Dew 

Provost and Vice-President Academic 

From: Jonathan Schaeffer, Dean 

Faculty of Science 

Cc: Sandeep Agrawal, Director 

Urban and Regional Planning Program 

Re: Creation of the School of Urban and Regional Planning 



Earth and Atmospheric Sciences 
                                                  Faculty of Science 

 
1-26 Earth Sciences Building www.ualberta.ca/eas           Tel: 780.492.3265 
`Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T6G 2E3 eas.enquiries@ualberta.ca        Fax: 780.492.8190  

Monday, August 27​th​, 2018 
 
Re: Proposed School of Urban and Regional Planning 
 
As the Chair of the Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences (EAS), I am pleased to be 
able to lend my support to the proposal to recognize our Planning Program as the School of Urban 
and Regional Planning.  Although buried within an Earth Science department, our 'Planning 
Program' has achieved accreditation and attracted a growing, active and high quality student body. 
The program offers a BA for students interested in the social and economic aspects of community 
planning, and a BSc for those looking to better understand and to quantify the societal impacts on 
our environment.  At the graduate level, students are provided with the opportunity to undertake 
accredited Standard 2 year and Accelerated 1 Year course-based MSc programs.  And for those 
interested in advanced research into the principals and theoretical underpinnings of Planning there 
is a PhD program.  
 
The success of our Urban and Regional Planning group is attributable to the strength of our 
faculty, the high quality of our students, the Professional Associates connected with the program, 
and an Advisory Committee that has provided guidance and insight concerning curriculum 
development, strategic direction, accreditation, relevance of course material, and fundraising. 
Graduates of Urban and Regional Planning are qualified for accreditation as registered 
professionals, find employment in the private and public sectors, and work alongside of 
architects, engineers, government administrators, and private landowners in building effective, 
sustainable and high quality urban and rural communities.  A measure of the engagement of our 
students can be found in our active Geography And Planning Students’ Society (GAPSS). 
GAPSS advocates for and and on behalf of all students in the Human Geography and Planning 
programs here at the University of Alberta, and provides a forum for all students interested in 
issues surrounding Urban and Regional Planning. 
 
Rebranding our Planning Program as the School of Urban and Regional Planning would 
recognize the research and teaching excellence, societal impact and unique identity that has been 
forged by this vibrant group of faculty, staff and students.  As Chair of EAS, I am proud of the 
success of our Planning Program and am pleased to have the opportunity to fully endorse their 
proposal to be rebranded as the School of Urban and Regional Planning. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Stephen T. Johnston, Chair / Professor - Tectonics 
Earth & Atmospheric Sciences, 1-26 Earth Sciences Building  
University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta Canada     T6G 2E3 
 









 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
We are writing this letter as Presidents of the Geography and Planning Students’ Society, representing 
students from undergraduate and graduate programs in Human Geography and Planning at the University of 
Alberta.  
 
This letter is an official expression of support of the proposal to re-distinguish the Planning Program as the 
School of Planning. We anticipate this change will yield many positive outcomes for students and the 
program, with relatively few, if any, negative side effects. 
 
We are aware that most post secondary institutions offering planning programs have distinguished 
themselves in a manner where they identify as their own school, especially as their programs develop and 
become more highly regarded. Distinguishing the University of Alberta’s planning program in such a way 
would provide heightened credibility, visibility, and identity. These are particularly important aspects for a 
young and growing planning program, such as the University of Alberta’s.  
 
Elevating the status of this program not only improves the odds of success of the program, but will also 
benefit students with Planning degrees who are entering the workforce, enabling them to be more 
competitive and well recognized. Over the past decade, we have welcomed our first undergraduate (BA and 
BSc), and masters (MSc) students in human geography and planning, and are anticipating promoting the 
University of Alberta’s Planning programs even further as the University hosts PLACE18, the first National 
Planning Student Conference in Canada since 2014. 
 
We remain committed to both the needs of planning students and human geography students, and do not 
anticipate negative effects on either group; if anything, this provides a more distinct identity for both human 
geography and planning students, and thus a greater strength in diversity amongst our members. 
 
The Geography and Planning Students’ Society is very excited about this potential new development and 
looks forward to seeing the University of Alberta Planning Program progress into the University of Alberta 
Planning School – a well deserved designation. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Hayley Wasylycia, President of Undergraduate Studies 
Jared Candlish, President of Graduate Studies 





 

Department of Political Science 
Faculty of Arts 

10-16 HM Tory Building www.uofaweb.ualberta.ca/polisci/ Tel: 780.492.3555 

Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T6G 2H4 polisci@ualberta.ca Fax: 780.492.2586  

 

 

 

 
 
7 August 2018 
 
Dr. Jonathan Schaeffer, Dean 
Faculty of Science 
University of Alberta 
 
Dear Dean Schaeffer: 
 
I write as a member of the Advisory Committee of the Urban and Regional Planning Program, 
for the purpose of supporting its formal redesignation as a School within the Faculty of Science.  
 
The rationale prepared in support of redesignation is, for me, a compelling one – part of the 
rapid maturation of a “program” that now, as noted, offers multiple degrees for which it must 
secure professional accreditation and rightly aspires to take its place among academic peers 
(such as UBC’s School of Community and Regional Planning). Redesignation is therefore a 
prudent response to the challenges of institutional visibility and profile. It will strengthen 
recruitment of excellent students, relationships with employers and research partners, and 
loyalty among graduates as they take their place in the profession. As you will know, Urban and 
Regional Planning is, and must be, externally oriented in its work to a degree that is unusual 
within the University. It should not be hard to find or unclear about its identity.  
 
Thanks for your support of this important initiative. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Roger Epp 
Professor 
 



 

 
 

 
 
August 17, 2018 
 
 
Dr. Jonathan Schaeffer 
Dean of the Faculty of Science 
University of Alberta – Faculty of Science 
1-001 CCIS 
University of Alberta 
Edmonton, Alberta   T6G 2E9 

 
 
Re: The proposal from University of Alberta’s Faculty of Science to change the name of the Urban and 
Regional Planning Program to the School of Urban and Regional Planning  
 
Dear Dr. Schaeffer, 
 
Established in 1919, the Canadian Institute of Planners is a national association that works on behalf of 
over 6,800 planning professionals. We are the voice of Canadian Planning and endeavour to raise the 
profile of professional planning and planners nationally and internationally, through leadership, 
advocacy, expertise, and education. 
 
The Canadian Institute of Planners would like to express our support for the proposal from the 
University of Alberta’s Faculty of Science to change the name of the Urban and Regional Planning 
Program to the School of Urban and Regional Planning. 
 
This change, recommended after a recent national accreditation review, would bring the University of 
Alberta in line with other planning academic institutions across the country. We also believe that it will 
elevate the stature of the University of Alberta’s extensive planning program offering. As a result, this 
could attract more planning students to the University and thereby our profession. It could also bring 
greater public and private sector awareness to the planning program, provide more opportunities to 
engage the local community, along with increased opportunities for research and scholarship. 
 
Should you have any questions regarding the above, please do not hesitate in contacting the 
undersigned. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Eleanor Mohammed MTCP, HBA. Env. Mgmt., RPP, MCIP  
President 



 

 

 

August 13, 2018 

 

Sandeep Agrawal, PhD, AICP, MCIP 

Professor, Urban and Regional Planning Programs 

3-107 Tory, Urban Environment Observatory,  

University of Alberta, Canada 

 

Dear Sir: 

 

RE: Establishment of the School of Urban and Regional Planning 

 

I’m pleased to write this letter, in my capacity as a member of the Advisory Committee for 

the Planning Program, and advise of my formal support for the establishment of the School 

of Urban and Regional Planning.   

 

The school is proposed to be embedded in the Department of Earth and Atmospheric 

Sciences in the Faculty of Science and will house the 4 academic programs within the 

department that are commonly collectively referred to as the ‘Planning Program’.  These 

includes two undergraduate programs, the BA Major and BSc Specialization, a new Master’s 

program (MSc Planning) and a PhD with specialization in Planning. The Program currently has 

close to 80 undergraduate, 35 graduate and 6 PhD students. 1 postdoctoral fellow will be 

joining the Program as of September 1st 2018. 

 

The Planning Program is one of only a handful of such programs in Canada and prides itself 

in being very active in the local community and maintaining a strong relationship with the 

industry of which I’m a conduit. It has actively built up an endowment (from Brookfield 

Residential), which is being used for students’ scholarships and to hold annual distinguished 

speaker event. The industry partners such as Stantec and my company, Beaverbrook also 

support several students’ awards and scholarships. 

 

Through my work on the Advisory Committee, I have noticed that the Program currently 

suffers in terms of its identity in a Department whose name also does not fully reflect what 

the Planning program is all about and what it does. The Program adheres to a set of 

requirements different from the rest of the Department. For instance, it undergoes an 

intensive accreditation review by a team of planning practitioners every 5 years.  

file:///C:/Users/JWacko/Desktop/cms.eas.ualberta.ca/urbanenvob


 

 

 

 

In a recent accreditation review, the site visit team questioned the invisibility of the program 

within the Department and recommended the creation of a new entity along with a separate 

designation for the Planning courses so that it can distinguish itself from other academic 

units within the Department including Human Geography.  I feel this is important because 

there has been confusion expressed at times as to whether the program at the U of A is just 

part of the Human Geography program or whether it is a ‘legitimate’ planning program.   

 

By creating the School, it would be compliant with all the accreditation recommendations. 

Moreover, it would create name recognition, develop its own identity and eliminate any 

confusion to the potential undergraduate and graduate students and external planning 

community. Out of 16 or so Planning academic units across the country, a vast majority of 

the units are identified as a “School”. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jodie Wacko, RPP, MCIP 

President, Communities and Commercial 

Office 780.484.4389 | Direct 780.408.8117 

Email jwacko@beaverbrook.ca  

beaverbrook.ca 

 

mailto:jwacko@beaverbrook.ca
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August 20, 2018 
 
 
Dr. Jonathan Schaeffer, PhD 
Dean of Science 
Faculty of Science 
1-001 CCIS 
University of Alberta 
Edmonton AB   T6G 2E9 
 

 
 

Dear Dr. Schaeffer: 
 
On behalf of the Alberta Professional Planners Institute (APPI) please accept this letter of support for the 
University of Alberta’s Faculty of Science proposal to change the name of the Urban and Regional Planning 
Program to the School of Urban and Regional Planning.  The Alberta Professional Planners Institute is the 
professional institute that regulates and advocates on behalf of over 1000 professional planners, in the 
public interest.  
 
The University of Alberta’s accredited ‘Planning Program’ currently and collectively includes two 
undergraduate programs a new Master’s program and a PhD with a specialization in Planning.   Since the 
inception of the original undergraduate programs, APPI has witnessed strong support of these programs 
from both the City of Edmonton and industry and the Institute’s engagement with the planning students and 
graduates from the program have been very favourable.  We highly anticipate that the demand for academic 
training in planning will continue to grow and the profession appreciates the University of Alberta’s 
commitment to ongoing education of Alberta’s future professional planners. 
 
APPI has been informed that the Faculty of Science is proposing to change the name of the Urban and 
Regional Planning Program to the School of Urban and Regional Planning.   APPI fully supports this 
initiative and believes that the new proposed name more clearly articulates the program’s unique status 
with in the Faculty of Science and will elevate the program’s identity from other academic units within the 
Department, the University of Alberta and outside of the University of Alberta academic community.  The 
proposed name,  ‘School’ of Urban and Regional Planning’, will strongly establish the program as a distinct 
and ‘legitimate’ Canadian planning program, more in line with the accreditation standards for planning 
profession which require that the program offering the degree in planning shall be a recognizable 
administrative unit within the educational institution.   
 
If you require more information about the Alberta Professional Planners Institute, please contact our 
MaryJane Alanko, APPI Executive Director, at execdir@albertaplanners.com or via phone at 780-297-0626. 

Sincerely,  

 
Erin O'Neill, RPP, MCIP 
President, Alberta Professional Planners Institute 

mailto:execdir@albertaplanners.com
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CALENDAR CHANGE REQUEST FORM 
 
Department: Earth and Atmospheric Sciences (Planning)  
   DEADLINE 
Implementation: X NORMAL 
  EARLY (Note: new course offerings only) October 15 * 
 
Type of Change:  Program Regulation March 1* 
  New Course  Course Change April 15* 
  Course Deletion  X Editorial April 15  

 
CURRENT 

Calendar Section Number (§)       
(Use strike out and highlight for all deletions) 

PROPOSED 
Calendar Section Number (§)       

(Underline and highlight all additions) 
Planning [Arts] 

The Planning program educates students in the 
scientific, aesthetic, and orderly disposition of land, 
resources, facilities and services with a view to 
securing the physical, economic and social efficiency, 
health and well-being of communities. Planners work 
for all levels of government and in professional 
planning consultancies. 

The Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences 
(Faculty of Science) offers a BA major in Planning and 
a BSc Specialization in Planning. Students interested 
in focusing on natural science elements of planning, 
including environmental management and the use of 
geographic information sciences, should consider the 
BSc Program (see Science Chart 5) and those 
interested in the aesthetic, economic, and social 
issues of planning should consider the BA program. 

 

 

Specialization in Planning [Science] 

Specialization in Planning 

The Planning program educates students in the 
scientific, aesthetic, and orderly disposition of land, 
resources, facilities and services with a view to 
securing the physical, economic and social efficiency, 
health and well-being of communities. Planners work 
for all levels of government and in professional 
planning consultancies 

The Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences 
offers a BA major in Planning and a BSc 
Specialization in Planning. Students interested in 

Planning [Arts] 

The School of Urban and Regional Planning educates 
students in the scientific, aesthetic, and orderly 
disposition of land, resources, facilities and services 
with a view to securing the physical, economic and 
social efficiency, health and well-being of 
communities. Planners work for all levels of 
government and in professional planning 
consultancies. 

The School of Urban and Regional Planning in the 
Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences 
(Faculty of Science) offers a BA major in Planning and 
a BSc Specialization in Planning. Students interested 
in focusing on natural science elements of planning, 
including environmental management and the use of 
geographic information sciences, should consider the 
BSc Program (see Science Chart 5) and those 
interested in the aesthetic, economic, and social 
issues of planning should consider the BA program. 

 

Specialization in Planning [Science] 

Specialization in Planning 

The School of Urban and Regional Planning educates 
students in the scientific, aesthetic, and orderly 
disposition of land, resources, facilities and services 
with a view to securing the physical, economic and 
social efficiency, health and well-being of 
communities. Planners work for all levels of 
government and in professional planning 
consultancies 

The School of Urban and Regional Planning in the 
Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences offers 
a BA major in Planning and a BSc Specialization in 



ARTS-CCRF-9-00-2 

focusing on natural science elements of planning, 
including environmental management and the use of 
geographic information sciences, should consider the 
BSc program and those interested in the aesthetic, 
economic, and social issues of planning should 
consider the BA program (see Planning of the 
Calendar). 

 

 

Planning. Students interested in focusing on natural 
science elements of planning, including environmental 
management and the use of geographic information 
sciences, should consider the BSc program and those 
interested in the aesthetic, economic, and social 
issues of planning should consider the BA program 
(see Planning in the Calendar). 
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